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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2012–2013–2014 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 54 

WEDNESDAY, 7 MAY 2014 
 
  

 1 The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 BALANCING PRIORITIES 
Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) notes the Opposition’s ongoing engagement with Canberrans, community 
groups and business raises the following issues as priorities: 

(a) the state of disrepair of basic suburban amenities; 

(b) dysfunctional planning that is stifling city centres and failing to protect 
suburban character; 

(c) housing availability, affordability and rates; 
(d) access to health care, in particular waiting times; 

(e) education choice and standards, especially culture and behaviour; 

(f) lack of support for business, especially small business; 

(g) the continued low priority of road transport infrastructure, traffic safety 
and car parking; 

(h) failures in our justice system; 

(i) support for those facing genuine hardship; and 

(j) management of the economy; and 

(2) calls on the Government to focus on Canberra’s real priorities. 
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Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after 
“That this Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes: 

 (a) the importance for on-going engagement with Canberrans, including 
community groups and local businesses to progress the following 
priorities: 

(i) a sustainable, stable and progressive taxation system; 

(ii) a high quality and responsive health system; 

(iii) a high performing, fair and equitable education system for all 
children and young people; 

(iv) the continued provision of land and a range of housing options for 
Canberrans, including affordable housing, for people at all stages 
of life from first home buyers to downsizers; 

(v) increase and maintain the amenity of our city including ongoing 
road maintenance programs, shopping centre upgrades, protection 
of our urban forest and community and sporting facilities; 

(vi) support to the most vulnerable in our community through policies 
and programs such as Common Ground and other innovative 
models for social housing; 

(vii) implementing sustainable transport policies including appropriate 
road infrastructure, car parking, public transport and measures to 
encourage walking and cycling across the city to achieve mode 
shift targets at least equal to those in the Transport for Canberra 
Plan; 

(viii) promoting the uptake of renewable energy and adopting energy 
efficient measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

(ix) implementing the Business Diversification Strategy to support 
local business including small business; 

(x) a strong and independent planning authority with appropriate 
community involvement; and 

(xi) a fair, efficient and effective judicial system including initiatives 
such as Justice Reinvestment and Through Care; 

 (b) the strong signals coming from the Federal Government indicating that 
the ACT economy may be entering a period of savage austerity; 

 (c) the ongoing need for the ACT Government to provide strong leadership 
and prudent economic management of our budget; 

 (d) the recent Government announcement of a two year stimulus program for 
the building and construction industry; 

 (e) the Government’s strong commitment to economic reform including 
important new city-building infrastructure including the City Plan, Capital 
Metro, University of Canberra Public Hospital and Digital Canberra; 

 (f) the ACT Government’s ongoing efforts to diversify our economy by 
strengthening higher education, IT industry and regional tourism; 
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 (g) the ACT Government’s commitment to protecting the most vulnerable in 
our community through initiatives such as the HIP, transitioning to the 
NDIS, increasing school resourcing and Healthy Weight Initiative; and 

 (h) the importance of the natural environment in sustaining our community, 
and the need to protect it for current and future generations; and 

(2) calls on the Government to work with various stakeholders, including the 
Opposition members, to promote the interests of our community through a 
strong and unified focus on matters of substance and importance to our future.”. 

Debate continued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 3 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 4 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development) presented 
the following paper: 

Koppers wood products—Minister’s statement, pursuant to the resolution of the 
Assembly of 9 April 2014—Tabling statement. 

 5 BALANCING PRIORITIES 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), and on the amendment moved by 
Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) (see entry 2)— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Ms Lawder 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

 (a) the importance for on-going engagement with Canberrans, including 
community groups and local businesses to progress the following 
priorities: 

(i) a sustainable, stable and progressive taxation system; 

(ii) a high quality and responsive health system; 
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(iii) a high performing, fair and equitable education system for all 
children and young people; 

(iv) the continued provision of land and a range of housing options for 
Canberrans, including affordable housing, for people at all stages 
of life from first home buyers to downsizers; 

(v) increase and maintain the amenity of our city including ongoing 
road maintenance programs, shopping centre upgrades, protection 
of our urban forest and community and sporting facilities; 

(vi) support to the most vulnerable in our community through policies 
and programs such as Common Ground and other innovative 
models for social housing; 

(vii) implementing sustainable transport policies including appropriate 
road infrastructure, car parking, public transport and measures to 
encourage walking and cycling across the city to achieve mode 
shift targets at least equal to those in the Transport for Canberra 
Plan; 

(viii) promoting the uptake of renewable energy and adopting energy 
efficient measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

(ix) implementing the Business Diversification Strategy to support 
local business including small business; 

(x) a strong and independent planning authority with appropriate 
community involvement; and 

(xi) a fair, efficient and effective judicial system including initiatives 
such as Justice Reinvestment and Through Care; 

 (b) the strong signals coming from the Federal Government indicating that 
the ACT economy may be entering a period of savage austerity; 

 (c) the ongoing need for the ACT Government to provide strong leadership 
and prudent economic management of our budget; 

 (d) the recent Government announcement of a two year stimulus program for 
the building and construction industry; 

 (e) the Government’s strong commitment to economic reform including 
important new city-building infrastructure including the City Plan, Capital 
Metro, University of Canberra Public Hospital and Digital Canberra; 

 (f) the ACT Government’s ongoing efforts to diversify our economy by 
strengthening higher education, IT industry and regional tourism; 

 (g) the ACT Government’s commitment to protecting the most vulnerable in 
our community through initiatives such as the HIP, transitioning to the 
NDIS, increasing school resourcing and Healthy Weight Initiative; and 

 (h) the importance of the natural environment in sustaining our community, 
and the need to protect it for current and future generations; and 

(2) calls on the Government to work with various stakeholders, including the 
Opposition members, to promote the interests of our community through a 
strong and unified focus on matters of substance and importance to our future.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 6 LIGHT RAIL NETWORK PROJECT 
Mr Coe, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes regarding light rail: 

(a) there will be minimal demand for light rail against the peak hour traffic 
flow and during off-peak times; 

(b) other routes in a potential ACT-wide network were not considered prior 
to an announcement on Gungahlin to the City; 

(c) the timeframe and $614 million cost could blow-out considerably given 
the Government’s track-record of delivering capital works; 

(d) the cost of financing the project is likely to be significant; 

(e) the operational cost is not yet known; 

(f) land on the light rail corridor could be developed independent of light 
rail; 

(g) the Government’s own economic analysis suggests that bus rapid transit 
will offer a better economic return; and 

(h) the proposed route does not serve different parts of the CBD, Convention 
Centre or the Airport; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) abandon the current light rail project but preserve the corridors for 
possible future use; and 

(b) consider alternative ways to improve private and public transport between 
Gungahlin and the City, and other parts of the City. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 9 
Mr Coe Ms Lawder  Mr Barr Ms Gallagher 
Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth  Ms Berry Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Wall  Dr Bourke Ms Porter 
Mr Hanson   Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury 
Mrs Jones   Mr Corbell  

And so it was negatived. 

 7 MEN’S SHEDS 
Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the recently successful inaugural Men’s Shed ACT Forum held in the 
ACT Legislative Assembly on 29 April 2014; 

(b) the pivotal role that ACT Men’s Sheds provide to their respective local 
communities through provision of access to local networks, health 
awareness and recreation; 
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(c) the improvements towards social cohesion delivered by the members of 
ACT Men’s Sheds; 

(d) the importance of the many vital volunteers and donors that continue to 
build the community based organisations at a grass roots level; and 

(e) the continuing support from the ACT Government in supporting current 
and new Men’s Sheds including the investment into the new Tuggeranong 
Men’s Shed, as part of the Tuggeranong Multi-use Indoor Community 
Facility; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) continue the current feasibility study into the needs and roles of ACT 
local Men’s Sheds, recognising their vital contribution to wellbeing and 
the contribution Men’s Sheds make to the broader community; 

(b) investigate the best way to make ACT Government information and 
services available to Men’s Sheds and their participants; and 

(c) investigate the provision of training opportunities for ACT Men’s Sheds 
members, including machinery operation, occupational health and safety 
and basic first aid. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 8 ADJOURNMENT NEGATIVED 
It being approximately 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do 
now adjourn. 

Mr Barr (Deputy Chief Minister) requiring the question to be put forthwith without 
debate— 

Question—put and negatived. 

 9 DISABILITY SERVICE PROVISION 
Mr Wall, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) Therapy ACT currently provides a number of services for people with a 
disability; 

(b) the ACT Government have announced that they will be withdrawing from 
specialist disability service provision from December 2016; 

(c) from 2015, early intervention services previously provided by the ACT 
Government will be provided by non-government organisations; and 

(d) families of children and individuals with a disability remain uncertain 
about the effects that the withdrawal of the ACT Government from 
specialist disability service provision will have on their own 
circumstances; and 

(2) calls on the Minister for Disability, Children and Young People to make public 
and promote a detailed plan and timetable for the withdrawal of disability 
service provision, particularly Therapy ACT services, and subsequent 
replacement services by 1 July 2014.  
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Ms Burch (Minister for Disability, Children and Young People), by leave, moved the 
following amendments together: 

(1) Insert the following new paragraphs: 

“(1) (e) the Government’s approach on a gradual phase-out of provision of 
specialist disability services has been endorsed by the ACT Opposition; 

 (f) since the announcement of the National Disability Insurance Scheme, the 
ACT Government has been closely consulting with people with a 
disability and their families, as well as service providers and staff, on the 
implementation of the scheme; and 

 (g) the ACT Government submitted its preferred phasing schedule to the 
Commonwealth earlier this year and despite detailed negotiations, is still 
awaiting agreement to proceed with an agreed schedule.”. 

(2) Omit paragraph (2), substitute: 

“(2) calls on the Minister for Disability, Children and Young People to: 

 (a) continue to seek sign-off from the Commonwealth on the phasing 
schedule, in order to end the uncertainty facing people with a disability 
and their families; 

 (b) release and promote the phasing plan for disability service provision, 
including Therapy ACT services, prior to 1 July 2014; and 

 (c) provide regular reports to the Assembly on the implementation of 
disability reform in the ACT.”. 

Debate continued. 

Amendments agreed to. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

 (a) Therapy ACT currently provides a number of services for people with a 
disability; 

 (b) the ACT Government have announced that they will be withdrawing from 
specialist disability service provision from December 2016; 

 (c) from 2015, early intervention services previously provided by the ACT 
Government will be provided by non-government organisations; 

 (d) families of children and individuals with a disability remain uncertain 
about the effects that the withdrawal of the ACT Government from 
specialist disability service provision will have on their own 
circumstances; 

 (e) the Government’s approach on a gradual phase-out of provision of 
specialist disability services has been endorsed by the ACT Opposition; 
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 (f) since the announcement of the National Disability Insurance Scheme, the 
ACT Government has been closely consulting with people with a 
disability and their families, as well as service providers and staff, on the 
implementation of the scheme; and 

 (g) the ACT Government submitted its preferred phasing schedule to the 
Commonwealth earlier this year and despite detailed negotiations, is still 
awaiting agreement to proceed with an agreed schedule; and 

(2) calls on the Minister for Disability, Children and Young People to: 

 (a) continue to seek sign-off from the Commonwealth on the phasing 
schedule, in order to end the uncertainty facing people with a disability 
and their families; 

 (b) release and promote the phasing plan for disability service provision, 
including Therapy ACT services, prior to 1 July 2014; and 

 (c) provide regular reports to the Assembly on the implementation of 
disability reform in the ACT.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 10 ADJOURNMENT 
Ms Burch (Minister for Education and Training) moved—That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.47 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 
 

 

 


