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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 
2004-2005-2006 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 53 

WEDNESDAY, 8 MARCH 2006 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges that the chronic skill shortages suffered by Australia have 
caused governments and employers to employ new tactics in filling skilled 
vacancies; 

(2) recognises: 

(a) the Federal Government’s continual starving of training funds and the 
creation of questionable apprenticeship schemes has done little to 
alleviate this skilled crisis; and 

(b) that the employment of skilled migrant workers, one of the strategies 
engaged by employers in Canberra, can be beneficial to both employee 
and employer if the fundamental principles of worker and human rights 
are upheld; 

(3) congratulates the ACT Government for its Skilled and Business Migration 
Program and its other endeavours in attracting skilled workers to the region; 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
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(4) believes that the employment conditions of skilled migrant workers must 
undertake monitoring to ensure the rights, entitlements and safety of these 
workers and that such scrutiny should fall to the Department of Immigration 
and Multicultural Affairs; and 

(5) calls on the Federal Government to immediately put in place greater 
mechanisms to ensure that the Department of Immigration and Multicultural 
Affairs properly monitors the arrangements between employers and 
contracted skilled migrant workers. (Notice given 7 March 2006). 

Orders of the day 

 1 ROAD TRANSPORT (ALCOHOL AND DRUGS) (RANDOM DRUG 
TESTING) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Pratt) Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 14 December 2005—Mr Hargreaves).  

Notices—continued 

 *2 MS PORTER: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s (ABC) essential place 
in the media and broadcasting landscape of the ACT, and the nation; 

(2) notes that the ABC is currently under-funded; and 

(3) requests that the Chief Minister advises the Federal Government of the 
Legislative Assembly’s support of the ABC triennial funding submission. 
(Notice given 7 March 2006). 

 *3 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the importance of high quality and affordable childcare being 
widely available across the ACT; 

(2) acknowledges that childcare: 

(a) can be delivered through a range of models that include private, 
cooperative and community providers, and that there is a role for all 
types of models in the ACT; and 

(b) may be accessed through a variety of situations such as stand alone, 
work-based and other community facilities, and that there is a role for 
all types of situations in the ACT; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to:  

(a) provide the Assembly with information on the: 

(i) level of demand for childcare; 

(ii) existing number of childcare places; 

(iii) distribution of existing places and demand for places across the 
ACT; and 

(iv) number of TAFE and university qualified childcare workers in the 
ACT including those not currently employed in childcare; 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19529/current/pdf/db_19529.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19529/current/pdf/db_19529.pdf
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(b) develop a strategy to support the provision of high quality and 
affordable childcare by: 

(i) looking for opportunities to work with private, cooperative and 
community childcare providers to ensure the level of supply for 
childcare is adequate and developed in areas with current 
shortages; 

(ii) incorporating the use of schools and other community buildings 
for childcare where available; 

(iii) ensuring an adequate supply of designated land and facilities, 
including direct sale to approved providers where appropriate; 
and 

(iv) considering the development of a central childcare “waiting list” 
register to facilitate better information on childcare availability 
across the ACT; and 

(c) report back to the Assembly in the sitting week in June 2006. (Notice 
given 7 March 2006). 

 *4 MRS BURKE: To move—That this Assembly calls on the ACT Government to 
exempt all Gold Card holders’ payments under the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 
(Cwlth), from assessment as income when determining public housing rental rates, 
in accordance with the Housing Assistance Act 1987. (Notice given 7 March 2006). 

 5 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 

 6 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

(2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 7 MS MACDONALD: To move—That this Assembly acknowledges that: 

(1) cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in Australia, responsible 
for more than 1 in 3 deaths; 

(2) the effects and treatment of cardiovascular disease cost the community 
millions of dollars every year; 

(3) poor nutrition, lack of exercise and smoking all increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease; 

(4) the important role events, such as Heart Week, play in raising awareness 
about cardiovascular disease and promoting healthy living; 

(5) the valuable work the ACT Division of the Heart Foundation does to raise 
awareness and reduce incidences of cardiovascular disease in the ACT 
community; 
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(6) initiatives such as Promoting Healthy Students, College Health Coordinators 
and the Kids at Play program will lead to a healthier ACT adult community in 
the future; 

(7) ACT Health’s “Eat Well ACT: A Public Health Nutrition Plan 2004-2010” 
provides a strategy to improve the dietary health of all Canberrans; and 

(8) the important work Healthpact does in the area of health promotion, 
particularly through events such as the Healthpact Australian Master Games 
and the Health Promotion Awards. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 

 8 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges that live music should be accorded a recognised cultural value; 

(2) recognises the importance of: 

(a) live music and live music venues to the Canberra community; and 

(b) protecting live music venues in Canberra; and 

(3) requests the Government investigate ways of ensuring the protection of live 
music venues in Canberra. (Notice given 28 June 2005). 

 9 MR PRATT: To move—That this Assembly 

(1) notes with concern: 

(a) the Government’s lack of progress in finalising the Strategic Bushfire 
Management Plan (SBMP) Version 2; 

(b) the lack of: 

(i) tangible and definitive goals, targets and directions in the current 
version of the SBMP; and 

(ii) specific bushfire operational plans for risk areas throughout the 
ACT. 

(2) calls on the Government to expedite the completion of SBMP version 2 so 
that it addresses the deficiencies of the current plan. (Notice given 
13 December 2005). 

 10 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) supports the establishment of a scheme which allows 16 and 17 year old ACT 
residents to vote in elections and referendums for the ACT Legislative 
Assembly; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) investigate how such a scheme could be implemented in time for the 
2008 ACT election; 

(b) release a public discussion document on the scheme within six months; 
and 

(c) report back to the Assembly on the scheme and public consultation 
outcomes within 12 months. (Notice given 14 February 2006). 



 No. 53—8 March 2006 887 

Orders of the day—continued 

 2 AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL ON HEALTHCARE STANDARDS 
ACCREDITATION—THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL: Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2005—Dr Foskey, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Smyth—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the failure of The Canberra Hospital to attain full four-year 
accreditation from the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards 
(ACHS); 

(b) this failure indicates that The Canberra Hospital did not meet at least 
one of the 19 mandatory ACHS criteria; and 

(c) the ACT Government was aware of this failure in mid-2004 and 
concealed this information from the public; and 

(2) calls on the Government to table the full ACHS report by close of business 
today. 

 3 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Smyth) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 March 2005—
Mr Stanhope).  

 4 QUAMBY DETENTION CENTRE—WORKING GROUP: Resumption of 
debate (from 29 June 2005—Mrs Dunne, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Seselja—That this Assembly: 

(1) expresses its concern over: 

(a) the failure of the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support to 
ensure that the working group recommended by the Standing 
Committee on Community Services and Social Equity to examine the 
adequacy and appropriateness of the programs currently available in 
Quamby, was established in a timely manner; 

(b) the inability of the Minister or officials to indicate during Estimates 
Committee hearings whether the working group had been established; 

(c) the misleading and evasive answers provided to questions on notice by 
the Minister in relation to this issue; and 

(d) the ongoing breach of the Human Rights Act 2004 in relation to the 
treatment of inmates at Quamby; and 

(2) calls on the Minister to table in the Assembly all relevant documents in 
relation to the establishment of the working group within the current sitting of 
the Assembly. 

 And on the amendment moved by Ms Gallagher—Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: 

“acknowledges the: 

(1) $40 million commitment the ACT Government has made to building a new 
youth detention facility in the ACT; 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16326/current/pdf/db_16326.pdf
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(2) efforts being undertaken by staff at Quamby and from other organisations to 
ensure the individual needs of young people living at Quamby are being met; 
and 

(3) significant increases in resources from the ACT Government to Quamby to 
address the challenges presented by the existing facility.”. 

 5 CIVIL LAW (WRONGS) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 August 2005—Mr Stanhope).  

 6 EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 24 August 2005—Ms Gallagher). 

 7 LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Dr Foskey) Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 21 September 2005—Mr Hargreaves).  

 8 GUARDIANSHIP AND MANAGEMENT OF PROPERTY AMENDMENT 
BILL 2005: (Mr Stefaniak) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
19 October 2005—Mr Corbell).  

 9 SAFETY IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY: Resumption of debate (from 
23 November 2005) on the motion of Mr Gentleman—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the importance of : 

(a) safety in the construction industry as vital to our community; and 

(b) industrial rights in the construction industry as an internationally 
recognised right and a means of workplace safety; 

(2) condemns the Federal Government for its attempts to reduce safety and 
restrict the rights of workers in the construction industry through provisions 
of the Building and Construction Industry Improvement Act, namely the: 

(a) exclusion of industrial action on the grounds of safety concerns; 

(b) introduction of penalties of up to $22 000 for individuals who partake in 
industrially motivated actions; 

(c) exclusion of Construction Project Agreements; and 

(d) ability of Australian Building and Construction Commission inspectors 
to enforce a penalty of imprisonment for six months against any worker 
who does not attend for questioning, answer questions or who obstructs 
an investigation or fails to handover documents; and  

(3) calls on the Federal Government to revoke the Building and Construction 
Industry Improvement Act on the basis that it jeopardises the safety of the 
thousands of construction workers employed in the ACT.  

 10 ANNUAL REPORTS (GOVERNMENT AGENCIES) AMENDMENT BILL 
2005: (Mr Smyth) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
14 December 2005—Mr Quinlan).  

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17990/current/pdf/db_17990.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18052/current/pdf/db_18052.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18277/current/pdf/db_18277.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18539/current/pdf/db_18539.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18539/current/pdf/db_18539.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19539/current/pdf/db_19539.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19539/current/pdf/db_19539.pdf
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 11 ROAD SAFETY: Resumption of debate (from 14 December 2005) on the motion 
of Ms MacDonald—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that driver inattention and speed are major contributors to road 
accidents; 

(2) expresses concern that some drivers continue to drive under the influence of 
drugs and alcohol in spite of the overwhelming evidence that these substances 
reduce drivers' abilities to judge, concentrate and react to road situations; 

(3) acknowledges that keeping ACT roads safe is a shared responsibility; 

(4) urges drivers, riders, cyclists, pedestrians and anyone else who uses our roads 
to remain vigilant regarding road safety, particularly during holiday periods; 

(5) notes that the 2005-2006 ACT Road Safety Action Plan identifies key actions 
that aim to reduce deaths and injuries on ACT roads; and 

(6) recognises the important role educational road safety programs and initiatives 
play in increasing road users’ skills and raising awareness about road safety 
practices in the ACT.  

 12 FIRE THREAT ON THE URBAN EDGES: Resumption of debate (from 
15 February 2006—Mr Hargreaves, in continuation) on the motion of Mr Pratt—
That this Assembly, in light of the Yarralumla Brick Works grass fire of December 
2005 and the state of the grass bush fire fuel threat that exists along the urban edge 
and in Canberra Nature Parks adjacent to the urban edge: 

(1) notes: 

(a) and congratulates the Emergency Services and Police in their quick 
response and good work to save further property from loss during the 
Yarralumla bushfire; and 

(b) the Government's preparations against bushfire threat but notes those 
preparations are still far from adequate leaving many suburbs at 
increased vulnerability to bushfire threat; and 

(2) calls on the Government to take immediate action to: 

(a) rectify the existing neglected areas and ensure the fire break along the 
residential edge in all suburbs with vulnerable bushfire approaches is a 
minimum of 40 metres wide, including vulnerable inner suburbs; 

(b) ensure that additional fire breaks are prepared in ACT Canberra Nature 
Parks in areas close to the urban edge on vulnerable bushfire 
approaches; and 

(c) strengthen the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan and prepare 
Bushfire Operational Plans for each vulnerable suburb, village and 
urban asset. 

And on the amendments moved by Mr Hargreaves— 

(1) paragraph 1(b), omit all words after “the Government’s preparations against 
bushfire threat”, substitute “have left us better prepared for bushfires than 
we have ever been; and”; 
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(2) insert new paragraph 1 (c): 

 “(c) that the Stanhope Government has invested an additional $130.775 
million over five years in Emergency Services since the January 2003 
bushfires.”; and 

(3) omit paragraph (2). 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AMENDMENT BILL 2005 (NO. 2): 
(Chief Minister): Detail stage—Clauses 1 to 3—Resumption of debate (from 
7 March 2006—Mr Quinlan). 

 2 ROAD TRANSPORT (PUBLIC PASSENGER SERVICES) AMENDMENT 
BILL 2005: (Minister for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption 
of debate (from 15 December 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 3 RACING (JOCKEYS ACCIDENT INSURANCE) AMENDMENT BILL 
2006: (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
16 February 2006—Mr Mulcahy). 

 4 MOTOR SPORT (PUBLIC SAFETY) BILL 2006: (Treasurer): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 February 2006—Mr Stefaniak). 

 5 WORKERS COMPENSATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006: (Minister for 
Industrial Relations): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
16 February 2006—Mr Mulcahy). 

 6 FAIR WORK CONTRACTS BILL 2004: (Minister for Industrial Relations): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2004—
Mr Mulcahy). 

 7 CIVIL LAW (PROPERTY) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 24 November 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 8 REVENUE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005 (NO. 2): (Treasurer): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 15 December 2005—
Mr Corbell). 

 9 CRIMINAL CODE (MENTAL IMPAIRMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2006: 
(Attorney-General): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 
February 2006—Mr Stefaniak). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19519/current/pdf/db_19519.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19523/current/pdf/db_19523.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19523/current/pdf/db_19523.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20336/current/pdf/db_20336.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20336/current/pdf/db_20336.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20327/current/pdf/db_20327.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20342/current/pdf/db_20342.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_15195/current/pdf/db_15195.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_19009/current/pdf/db_19009.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18919/current/pdf/db_18919.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20326/current/pdf/db_20326.pdf
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 10 CONSTRUCTION OCCUPATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
2006: (Minister for Planning): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2006—Mr Seselja). 

 11 DOMESTIC ANIMALS (VALIDATION OF FEES) BILL 2006: (Minister for 
Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 
February 2006—Mr Mulcahy). 

 12 ROAD TRANSPORT (ALCOHOL AND DRUGS) AMENDMENT BILL 
2006: (Minister for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of 
debate (from 16 February 2006—Mr Pratt). 

 13 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 14 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 15 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 16 THE TERRITORY AS PARENT—REVIEW OF THE SAFETY OF 
CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF THE ACT AND OF ACT CHILD 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT AND THE TERRITORY’S CHILDREN—
ENSURING SAFETY AND QUALITY CARE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—REPORT ON THE AUDIT AND CASE REVIEW—
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE—FIRST SIX 
MONTHLY REPORTS—PAPERS—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPERS: Resumption of debate (from 17 February 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the papers. 

 17 A.C.T. ASBESTOS TASKFORCE—PROGRESS—MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That 
the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 18 FORDE JOINT VENTURE—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 28 June 2005—
Mrs Dunne) on the motion of Mr Corbell—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20339/current/pdf/db_20339.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20339/current/pdf/db_20339.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20344/current/pdf/db_20344.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20346/current/pdf/db_20346.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_20346/current/pdf/db_20346.pdf
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 19 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT—HUMAN RIGHTS AUDIT—QUAMBY YOUTH 
DETENTION CENTRE—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: 
Resumption of debate (from 18 August 2005—Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of 
Mr Stanhope—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 20 SENTENCE AND RELEASE OPTIONS FOR HIGH RISK SEXUAL 
OFFENDERS—REPORT PREPARED FOR THE ACT GOVERNMENT—
PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
20 October 2005—Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Stanhope—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 21 ACT CHILDREN'S PLAN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S PLAN—PROGRESS 
REPORT—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 20 October 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 22 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT—STATEMENT IN 
RELATION TO THE EXERCISE OF CALL-IN POWERS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO DA200400175, BLOCKS 8 AND 10 
SECTION 26, AINSLIE—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: 
Resumption of debate (from 15 November 2005—Dr Foskey) on the motion of 
Mr Corbell—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 23 HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY—BREAKING THE CYCLE—FIRST 
PROGRESS REPORT—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: 
Resumption of debate (from 24 November 2005—Dr Foskey) on the motion of Mr 
Hargreaves—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 24 CANBERRA CENTRAL TASKFORCE REPORT—GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSE—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE 
OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 15 December 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Mr Corbell—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 LEGAL AFFAIRS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 3—
TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY TEMPORARY POWERS) BILL 2005—
EXPOSURE DRAFT—MOTION THAT REPORT BE NOTED: Resumption 
of debate (from 7 March 2006—Mr Corbell) on the motion of Mr Stefaniak—That 
the report be noted. 

___________________________________ 
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First sitting day August 2006 

 2 WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY—
SELECT COMMITTEE: Presentation of report pursuant to order of the 
Assembly of 5 May 2005. 

______________________________ 

Referred to Standing Committee on Legal Affairs on 

14 December 2005 

  COURT PROCEDURES (PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Dr Foskey): Agreement in principle—Resumption 
of debate (from 29 June 2005—Mr Hargreaves). 

______________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Unanswered questions 

849, 852-855, 857-861, 864-873, 876, 878-883, 885, 887-901, 904-907, 910-973. 

New questions 

(30 days expires 7 April 2006) 

MR PRATT: To ask the following Ministers: 

 *974  Minister for the Environment. 

 *975  Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 
 (1) What is the current policy on prescribed burning within Namadgi National 

Park; 
 (2) What are the current acceptable bushfire fuel loads for ACT National Parks; 
 (3) What are the fuel loads in the area of Namadgi National Park that are north of 

the NSW region of Shannons Flat; 
 (4) When was the last time that prescribed burning took place along the southern 

border of Namadgi National Park, in particular the area north of Shannons 
Flat; 

 (5) What are the current identified fuel loads across Namadgi National Park and 
if any fuel loads are above the level identified in part (2), when will they be 
reduced and why have they not been reduced to date;  
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 (6) When was the last time that prescribed burning took place anywhere along 
the southern border of Namadgi National Park, what areas were targeted, who 
undertook the program and what level of success was achieved; 

 (7) Has the ACT Government received any complaints regarding bushfire fuel 
loads in Namadgi National Park; if so, how many complaints were received 
and what action has been taken regarding the complaints. 

 *976 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Did the ACT Government receive an application from the Canberra Islamic 
School for the Canberra Community Grants Program 2005-06 Funding 
Round; 

 (2) If an application was received, was funding granted to the Canberra Islamic 
School; if so, how much was granted; if funding was not granted, why not. 

 *977 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many comments were made on the proposed changes to road rules 

which were referred to in Urban Services media release, dated 30 January 
2006; 

 (2) How many comments were made by ACT residents;  
 (3) What comments were made by ACT residents and were they in favour or 

against the proposed changes; 
 (4) When will the meeting where State and Territory transport ministers will vote 

on the road rules take place. 

 *978 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many classes of the Right Turn car theft program have taken place for 

(a) 2002-03, (b) 2003-04, (c) 2004-05 and (d) 2005-06 to date; 
 (2) For the years listed in part (1), how many people participated in each of the 

classes; 
 (3) How many cars have been rebuilt to date; 
 (4) Have all cars been given to victims of car theft;  
 (5) How many young people with motor vehicle offences have been eligible to 

participate in the program; 
 (6) Have all those eligible, as outlined in part (5), participated in the program; if 

not, why not; 
 (7) Are there any plans to expand the ‘Right Turn’ program; if so, what are they. 

 *979 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many stray and abandoned dogs have been housed in Urban Services 

animal shelters in (a) 2002-03, (b) 2003-04, (c) 2004-05 and (d) 2005-06 to 
date; 

 (2) For the years listed in part (1) how many of the dogs housed at shelters were 
(a) rehoused, (b) returned to owners and (c) euthanized; 

 (3) For the years listed in part (1) how many of the dogs housed at shelters were 
micro chipped; 



 No. 53—8 March 2006 895 

 (4) What is the maximum number of dogs that can be housed at any one time in 
ACT dog shelters; 

 (5) How many dogs are currently in ACT dog shelters and where are they 
housed; 

 (6) What is the greatest number of dogs that have been housed in ACT dog 
shelters at any one time. 

 *980 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many clients does Capital Linen currently have; 
 (2) Has Capital Linen lost or gained any clients since it was transferred to the 

Department of Urban Services; 
 (3) What are current staffing levels within Capital Linen; 
 (4) What were staffing levels before Capital Linen was transferred to the 

Department of Urban Services; 
 (5) What was the operating profit or loss of Capital Linen for the (a) two 

financial years prior to and (b) the financial years after, its transfer to Urban 
Services; 

 (6) Has the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commissioner (ICRC) 
recommended a more transparent relationship with Government; if so, is the 
relationship not adequately transparent; if so, why; if not, why not. 

 (7) Are there plans to make Capital Linen a Territory-owned corporation as 
suggested by the ICRC; if so, when will this occur; if not, why not. 

 *981 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) How many ACT Ambulances are currently in service; 
 (2) Of the four ambulance vehicles that were out of service over the Christmas 

break, for how long and why was each of the vehicles out of service; 
 (3) What staff concerns were raised regarding vehicle safety; 
 (4) Why were these safety concerns not detected earlier and are there problems 

with the maintenance regime of ACT ambulances; 
 (5) What mileage are ACT ambulances required to reach before they are 

automatically replaced; 
 (6) Are any ACT ambulances currently in service above the required replacement 

age referred to in part (5); if so, (a) how many, (b) what mileage are they at 
and (c) why have they not been replaced; 

 (7) Of the six new ambulances that were promised for delivery last October, how 
many have been delivered to date and when were they delivered; 

 (8) Why have ACT ambulance vehicles that were scheduled for delivery in 
October been delayed significantly; 

 (9) Of the $7.3million funded for emergency service vehicle replacements for the 
next four years, how much will be allocated to ambulance replacement; 

 (10) Of the four ambulances on loan from Victoria, (a) for how long were they on 
loan, (b) how much did this cost the ACT Government and (c) are they still 
on loan; if so, why and how much longer are they to remain on loan. 
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 *982 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Has his attention been drawn to an article entitled “Police sift responses on 

serial rapist”, Canberra Times, 28 February 2006, Page 6; if so, why have 
police from interstate joined the Canberra team for this investigation; 

 (2) How many police from interstate have joined the Canberra team and what is 
the total number of officers working on the case as at 28 February 2006; 

 (3) Are the interstate officers attached to the AFP; if not, where are the interstate 
officers from and what skills do they possess that make their inclusion 
necessary; 

 (4) What is the cost to the ACT Government due to interstate officers being 
assigned on this investigation; 

 (5) How long have interstate officers been participating in this investigation and 
is there a specific date at which their services will no longer be required or 
will that be at the end of the investigation; 

 (6) Does this interstate assistance indicate that ACT Policing is under stress and 
lacks the resources to carry out such investigations; if not, what is the 
explanation for sourcing these interstate police; 

 (7) In how many cases have interstate officers assisted with ACT based 
investigations in (a) 2002-03, (b) 2003-04, (c) 2004-05 and (d) 2005-06 to 
date. 

 *983 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Regarding the recent Canberra Centre evacuation on the evening of Friday 24 

February 2006 “Civic evacuation”, has the cause of the fire alarm been 
identified; if so, what was the cause; 

 (2) Why were customers of the Canberra Centre made to pay for their parking 
tickets in an evacuation; 

 (3) Do all shopping centres in the ACT that charge for parking have the 
discretion to charge customers even in the event of an evacuation; if so, why; 

 (4) How long did the evacuation of the Canberra Centre take; 
 (5) How long did the evacuation of the Canberra Centre car park take; 
 (6) Is it acceptable that in the case of an ACT shopping centre emergency 

evacuation, customers must queue to pay for parking before they can exit the 
building; if so, why; 

 (7) What guidelines exist to ensure that customers are able to quickly exit 
shopping centres in the event of an evacuation without the need for lengthy 
delays, such as paying for parking; 

 (8) What is the Government doing in relation to all shopping centre parking areas 
to ensure that a situation where customers must pay for parking during an 
evacuation does not occur again. 

 *984 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) What was the level of Government funding for the ACT Ambulance Service 

for (a) 2000-01, (b) 2001-02, (c) 2002-03, (d) 2003-04, (e) 2004-05, and 
(f) 2005-06year to date; 
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 (2) Does the level of funding in the Productivity Commission Report into 
Government Services 2004-05 have different figures from those listed in 
part (1) regarding the level of Government funding for the ACT Ambulance 
Service; if so, why; 

 (3) What data is provided by the ACT Government to the Productivity 
Commission for the Report into Government Services in regards to 
ambulance funding and operations;  

 (4) Why do Productivity Commission figures differ so significantly from those 
provided by the ACT Government and which figures are accurate in 
determining the level of Government funding for ACT Ambulance Services; 

 (5) Is he able to say why the Transport Workers Union believes too much money 
was going towards the bureaucracy of the Emergency Services Authority 
(ESA) rather than towards front-line resources as reported in the Canberra 
Times 4/2/2006 Page 10; 

 (6) What level of ACT Ambulance Service funding is directed to ESA processes 
that do not directly influence the operations of the ACT Ambulance Service 
and what are these funds directed towards. 

 *985 DR FOSKEY: To ask the Minister for the Environment— 
 (1) Did the consultants' report to the National Capital Authority (NCA) on the 

expansion of the National Zoo and Aquarium Centre recommend that the zoo 
and equestrian centre relationship be further investigated to investigate what, 
if any, mitigating measures may be adopted by the relevant authorities; 

 (2) Has any further study been conducted into the impact of the Zoo expansion 
on current activities in the immediate region; 

 (3) How will community organisations be involved in planning for public access, 
including equestrian, in the expansion and redevelopment of the Zoo; 

 (4) Have the NCA and ACT Government conducted any consultation on site so 
that all potentially affected people can discuss the issues and inspect the 
boundary created by the 1:100 year flood line; 

 (5) How will excluding development in the 1:100 year flood line guarantee horse 
riders' access at a distance far enough from the enclosures to ensure that 
horses (often carrying children and other learner riders) will not be disturbed 
by the sight and smell of the animals in the zoo. 

 *986 MR SMYTH: To ask the Treasurer— 
 (1) Did the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission 2004-05 

Compliance Report make reference to some inappropriate obligations and 
reporting difficulties; if so (a) what were these matters and (b) what was the 
response to these matters; 

 (2) Have you received any complaints from utilities licensed to operate in the 
ACT about the compliance obligations that are placed on these utilities; if so, 
what has been the nature of these complaints and what action has the ACT 
Government taken to respond to these complaints; 

 (3) Is any other action being considered to lessen the reporting burden placed on 
licensed utilities, particularly in view of the Commission’s comment that 
reporting performance against some standards has proved difficult for 
licensees over the years; 
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 (4) Has the ACT Government considered evaluating the compliance 
requirements placed on licensed utilities to identify any unnecessary 
compliance issues; 

 (5) Is he able to say what is the basis for the Commission’s comment that it is 
pleased to see that the level of rebates paid has increased significantly over 
previous reporting periods, although still not to a level commensurate with 
the level of complaints made; 

 (6) Is there any evidence that some complaints may not be valid; 
 (7) What options are open to utilities to establish that a complaint may not be 

valid and that, therefore, a rebate may not be warranted. 

 *987 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) In relation to presentations at the ACT’s Public Hospital Emergency 

Departments for the October – December 2005 quarter, how many 
presentations were there of patients with injuries known or believed to be 
caused by assault; 

 (2) What procedures are in place for liaising with police when patients present 
with injuries caused by assault; 

 (3) Are counselling services offered to patients who present with injuries caused 
by assault. 

 *988 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What proportion of ACT Government funding is put towards breast cancer 

research; 
 (2) What was the total amount of ACT Government funding (in dollar term) put 

towards breast cancer research in (a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-04, 
(d) 2004-05, and (e) 2005-06; 

 (3) Noting the National Breast Cancer Federation’s plans asking governments to 
match its planned funding boost to $50m for breast cancer research, will the 
ACT Government increase its funding commitment to breast cancer research 
in 2006-07 and beyond; if not, why not; if so, by how much and when. 

 
 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________ 
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COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Sixth Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 4 November 2004): The Speaker 
(Presiding Member), Mrs Burke, Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald. 

Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUNG PEOPLE: (Formed 7 December 2004): 
Ms Porter (Chair), Mrs Dunne, Mr Gentleman. 

HEALTH AND DISABILITY: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms MacDonald (Chair), 
Mrs Burke, Ms Porter. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Stefaniak (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Gentleman (Chair), 
Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Mulcahy (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

Select 

WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: (Formed 
5 May 2005): Mr Gentleman (Chair), Mrs Burke, Ms Porter. 

Dissolved 

ESTIMATES 2005-2006: (Formed 7 April 2005): Ms MacDonald (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. (Presented 21 June 2005). 

_________________ 
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