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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007–2008 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 131 

WEDNESDAY, 5 MARCH 2008 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 PETITION 
The Clerk announced that the following Member had lodged a petition for 
presentation: 

Mr Mulcahy, from 75 residents, requesting that the Assembly disallow any planning 
application to fence in Griffith Oval (No. 1). 

 3 UTILITIES (NETWORK FACILITIES TAX) REPEAL BILL 2008 

Mr Mulcahy, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to repeal the Utilities 
(Network Facilities Tax) Act 2006, and for other purposes. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Mulcahy moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell—Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate 
made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 4 CANBERRA’S HOSPITALS—TIMETABLE FOR OVERHAUL 
Mr Mulcahy, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes with concern the recent State of Government Services report by the 
Productivity Commission that shows that waiting times for both elective 
surgery and treatment in the emergency department of Canberra’s hospitals 
remain the worst in the country; 
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(2) welcomes the recent announcement by the ACT Government that it is 
considering a major overhaul of Canberra’s hospitals; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to provide to the Legislative Assembly a 
timetable for the implementation of these changes as soon as possible. 

Ms Gallagher (Minister for Health) moved the following amendment: Omit paragraph 
(1), substitute: 

“(1) notes: 

(a) the recent State of Government Services report by the Productivity 
Commission; and 

(b) although the ACT continues to experience above-average waits in some 
areas, the ACT Government is investing considerable resources and 
programs into delivering record levels of elective surgery and improving 
waiting times for patients in the emergency department;”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Ms Gallagher’s amendment be agreed to—put and passed. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the recent State of Government Services report by the Productivity 
Commission; and 

(b) although the ACT continues to experience above-average waits in some 
areas, the ACT Government is investing considerable resources and 
programs into delivering record levels of elective surgery and improving 
waiting times for patients in the emergency department; 

(2) welcomes the recent announcement by the ACT Government that it is 
considering a major overhaul of Canberra’s hospitals; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to provide to the Legislative Assembly a 
timetable for the implementation of these changes as soon as possible.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 5 FEDERAL FUNDING CUTS IN THE A.C.T. 
Mr Seselja (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the actions already taken and the announced intentions of the Rudd Labor 
Government to slash funding for Federal Government departments and 
programs; 

(b) the direct and potential impact of these funding cuts in the ACT’s 
economy including lost Australian Public Service jobs; 

(c) reduced services, projects and programs at national institutions such as 
the National Capital Authority, the Australian National Museum, the 
National Gallery of Australia and the Australian War Memorial; and 
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(d) the Chief Minister’s statement, made at the ACT Budget breakfast on 
6 June 2007 that “We are susceptible as a small jurisdiction in that we 
don’t have our destiny entirely in our hands … Decisions that the Federal 
Government might make, particularly if there is a change of Government, 
could have significant impacts on employment levels or construction 
activity and our budget would suffer immediately”; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to detail what it has done since the Rudd Labor 
Government came to office and what it will do to counter the impact of the 
Federal Government cuts promised or already actioned. 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after 
“That this Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes the actions already taken and the announced intentions of the 
Commonwealth Government to address as a top priority the threats presented to 
the national and regional economies, including the ACT, and to Canberra 
residents, particularly the young and working families, by rapidly increasing 
inflation, a bitter legacy of Liberal Party financial mismanagement; and 

(2) further notes: 

(a) the impact on working families in Canberra of rising interest rates—a 
direct result of inflationary pressures; 

(b) the disappointing reaction by some banks to increase interest rates 
independent of the Reserve Bank’s officials rates; 

(c) the ACT Government’s increased focus on housing affordability to assist 
in meeting pressures on those seeking to enter the housing market and 
stay in it; 

(d) the approach by the Chief Minister to the Prime Minister and other senior 
Federal Ministers about the disproportionate impact of announced and 
proposed cuts to Commonwealth Government operations on the ACT; and 

(e) the ACT Government’s planned initiative to work in partnership with the 
Commonwealth, the Canberra Business Council, other employer 
organisations and employment agencies to absorb and ameliorate possible 
impacts of a further reduction in staff numbers at Commonwealth Public 
Service agencies based in the ACT.”. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 6 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice being asked— 

Paper: Ms Gallagher (Minister for Health) presented the following paper: 

ACT public hospitals—Available beds by year—Graph and table. 

Questions continued. 
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 7 FEDERAL FUNDING CUTS IN THE A.C.T. 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption on the debate on the motion 
of Mr Seselja (Leader of the Opposition) and on the amendment moved by 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) (see entry 5)— 

Debate resumed. 

Paper: Mr Barr (Minister for Tourism, Sport and Recreation) presented the following 
paper: 

National Gallery of Australia—Efficiency dividend—Answer to Senate Estimates 
question on notice—May 2005. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Stanhope’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Gentleman   Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the actions already taken and the announced intentions of the 
Commonwealth Government to address as a top priority the threats presented to 
the national and regional economies, including the ACT, and to Canberra 
residents, particularly the young and working families, by rapidly increasing 
inflation, a bitter legacy of Liberal Party financial mismanagement; and 

(2) further notes: 

(a) the impact on working families in Canberra of rising interest rates—a 
direct result of inflationary pressures; 

(b) the disappointing reaction by some banks to increase interest rates 
independent of the Reserve Bank’s officials rates; 

(c) the ACT Government’s increased focus on housing affordability to assist 
in meeting pressures on those seeking to enter the housing market and 
stay in it; 

(d) the approach by the Chief Minister to the Prime Minister and other senior 
Federal Ministers about the disproportionate impact of announced and 
proposed cuts to Commonwealth Government operations on the ACT; and 

(e) the ACT Government’s planned initiative to work in partnership with the 
Commonwealth, the Canberra Business Council, other employer 
organisations and employment agencies to absorb and ameliorate possible 
impacts of a further reduction in staff numbers at Commonwealth Public 
Service agencies based in the ACT.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 8 ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASE AND INJURY 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) honours the extraordinary life of anti-asbestos campaigner Bernie Banton; and 

(2) acknowledges the leading role taken by the ACT Government to minimise the 
prevalence of asbestos related disease and injury. 

Mr Stefaniak moved the following amendment: Omit the word “Government” in 
paragraph (2), substitute “Assembly”. 

Debate continued. 

Dr Foskey addressing the Assembly— 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 9 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.27 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 
 


