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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2012–2013 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 6 

WEDNESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
  

 1 The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 NATIONAL ARBORETUM CANBERRA 
Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that the official opening of the National Arboretum Canberra on 
1 February 2013 was a significant event in Canberra’s cultural history; 

(b) that the Arboretum has added to the wide range of national attractions in 
the ACT; and 

(c) the Arboretum’s value to the recreational amenity, cultural infrastructure 
and landscape of the ACT which will provide long term benefits for 
tourism and economic activity within the ACT; and 

(2) acknowledges the efforts of all involved in the planning and development of the 
National Arboretum Canberra. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 3 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT WAITING TIMES 
Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges the outstanding work of staff in The Canberra Hospital and 
Calvary Hospital emergency departments; and 
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(2) requests that the Auditor-General conduct a performance audit of emergency 
department waiting times in the ACT as a matter of priority. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Rattenbury moved the following amendment: Omit paragraph (2), substitute: 

“(2) notes that the Government has invited the Auditor-General to carry out a review 
12 months after the completion of Performance Report 6/2012 (Emergency 
Department Performance Information) to review progress with implementation 
of the recommendations; and 

(3) calls on the Minister to detail to the Assembly the Government’s plan to 
improve access to the emergency departments by the last sitting day in March 
2013.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Doszpot, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 7 
Ms Berry Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mrs Jones 
Dr Bourke Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Ms Burch Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Mr Corbell Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges the outstanding work of staff in The Canberra Hospital and 
Calvary Hospital emergency departments; 

(2) notes that the Government has invited the Auditor-General to carry out a review 
12 months after the completion of Performance Report 6/2012 (Emergency 
Department Performance Information) to review progress with implementation 
of the recommendations; and 

(3) calls on the Minister to detail to the Assembly the Government’s plan to 
improve access to the emergency departments by the last sitting day in March 
2013.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 4 MANUKA OVAL—MAJOR EVENTS 
Mr Doszpot, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) Manuka Oval has played host to two international sporting events in the 
past month and more are planned for the future; 
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(b) the key role that Cricket ACT has played in raising the profile of cricket 
in the Territory and congratulates them for their success in doing so; 

(c) that both matches were well patronised, with tickets to the second event, 
the One Day International cricket match between Australia and the West 
Indies, sold out weeks before the game was held; 

(d) that many people, including people from interstate, and other tourists, as 
well as local families, needed to take their cars to the game and parking 
options were extremely limited; 

(e) that notwithstanding that the size of the crowds were known well in 
advance, there were a number of event management aspects that attracted 
widespread criticism including long queues for food and drink at both 
games and parking which not only impacted on those attending the games 
but also residents; and 

(f) that the Government’s response to parking management was to bring in 
additional parking inspectors to book cars that were parked contrary to 
current regulations; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) develop a parking management plan for the Manuka precinct for future 
games that takes into consideration the need for short term temporary 
parking for large numbers of cars at major events, recognising that not 
everyone can, or wants to, avail themselves of public transport, no matter 
how many buses are provided or how well they are promoted; and 

(b) review existing catering facilities and service providers to ensure that 
appropriate staff, operating equipment and sufficient supplies of food are 
available so that patrons are not dissuaded from attending future matches. 

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business), on behalf of Mr Barr (Minister for 
Sport and Recreation), moved the following amendment: 

In subparagraph (1)(d), omit all words after “take their cars to the game”, substitute: 

“(1) (e) that the ACT Government has a Traffic and Parking Management 
Strategy in place to encourage drivers to park legally when attending 
matches at Manuka Oval; 

 (f) that there are over 7500 legal car parks within one kilometre of Manuka 
Oval; 

 (g) that the ACT Government does not condone road users parking illegally 
in the ACT; 

 (h) that free ACTION bus services were available for all ticket holders during 
the One Day International match; 

 (i) that, after some complaints about queues for food and drink at the Prime 
Minister’s XI match, Manuka Oval management increased the amount of 
catering at the One Day International by 25%; 

 (j) that, as part of planning work being completed for the Manuka Precinct, 
more catering options will be provided as Manuka Oval is further 
developed; 
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 (k) the contribution of the ACT and Commonwealth Governments made in 
delivering the broadcast quality lights, enabling Manuka to host the 
Australian Cricket Team; and 

 (l) the contribution of the Economic Development Directorate, Cox 
Architects and ActewAGL in delivering the broadcast lights in time for 
the two matches.”. 

Debate continued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 5 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 6 APOLOGY TO STOLEN GENERATIONS—FIFTH ANNIVERSARY—
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS—STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS 
Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs), by leave, 
made a statement concerning the fifth anniversary of the official apology to the stolen 
generation. 

Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister), Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), Dr Bourke and 
Mr Wall, by leave, also made statements in relation to the matter. 

 7 MANUKA OVAL—MAJOR EVENTS 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mr Doszpot, and on the amendment moved by Mr Corbell (Manager of 
Government Business) (see entry 4)— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly notes: 

(1) Manuka Oval has played host to two international sporting events in the past 
month and more are planned for the future; 

(2) the key role that Cricket ACT has played in raising the profile of cricket in the 
Territory and congratulates them for their success in doing so; 
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(3) that both matches were well patronised, with tickets to the second event, the 
One Day International cricket match between Australia and the West Indies, 
sold out weeks before the game was held; 

(4) that many people, including people from interstate, and other tourists, as well as 
local families, needed to take their cars to the game; 

(5) that the ACT Government has a Traffic and Parking Management Strategy in 
place to encourage drivers to park legally when attending matches at Manuka 
Oval; 

(6) that there are over 7500 legal car parks within one kilometre of Manuka Oval; 

(7) that the ACT Government does not condone road users parking illegally in the 
ACT; 

(8) that free ACTION bus services were available for all ticket holders during the 
One Day International match; 

(9) that, after some complaints about queues for food and drink at the Prime 
Minister’s XI match, Manuka Oval management increased the amount of 
catering at the One Day International by 25%; 

(10) that, as part of planning work being completed for the Manuka Precinct, more 
catering options will be provided as Manuka Oval is further developed; 

(11) the contribution of the ACT and Commonwealth Governments made in 
delivering the broadcast quality lights, enabling Manuka to host the Australian 
Cricket Team; and 

(12) the contribution of the Economic Development Directorate, Cox Architects and 
ActewAGL in delivering the broadcast lights in time for the two matches.”— 

be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 8 BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 
Dr Bourke, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the significant improvements in bushfire preparedness since the 2003 
Canberra bushfires; 

(b) the development and implementation of the Strategic Bushfire 
Management Plan to manage and mitigate bushfire risk; and 

(c) the increased investment in bushfire response capability including 
vehicles, facilities, communications and training; 
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(2) commends the hard work of our Emergency Services Agency staff and 
volunteers who provide crucial community support in times of an emergency 
like a bushfire; and 

(3) acknowledges the recent successful operation to deal with the extreme fire 
danger day on 8 January 2013. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Rattenbury moved the following amendment: Add: 

“(4) commends the ACT Parks and Conservation Service staff for the significant 
amount of bushfire preparation and infrastructure work completed since 2003, 
including extensive fire trail maintenance throughout Namadgi and recruitment 
and training programs to bolster the Service’s fire fighting capacity.”. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the significant improvements in bushfire preparedness since the 2003 
Canberra bushfires; 

(b) the development and implementation of the Strategic Bushfire 
Management Plan to manage and mitigate bushfire risk; and 

(c) the increased investment in bushfire response capability including 
vehicles, facilities, communications and training; 

(2) commends the hard work of our Emergency Services Agency staff and 
volunteers who provide crucial community support in times of an emergency 
like a bushfire; 

(3) acknowledges the recent successful operation to deal with the extreme fire 
danger day on 8 January 2013; and 

(4) commends the ACT Parks and Conservation Service staff for the significant 
amount of bushfire preparation and infrastructure work completed since 2003, 
including extensive fire trail maintenance throughout Namadgi and recruitment 
and training programs to bolster the Service’s fire fighting capacity.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 9 POSTPONEMENT OF NOTICE 
Mr Coe moved—That notice No. 5, Private Members' business, relating to the light 
rail network project, be postponed until a later hour this day. 

Question—put and passed. 

 10 FOOTPATHS AND SHARED PATHS—MAINTENANCE 
Mr Wall, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the significant number of footpaths and shared paths in disrepair across 
the ACT; 
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(b) the ACT Government’s failure to maintain footpaths and shared paths 
across the ACT; and 

(c) the length of time between identification of a footpath or shared path in 
need of repair and actual repair work undertaken; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) routinely publish the location and number of footpaths and shared paths 
identified as being in need of repair and/or maintenance across the ACT; 
and 

(b) ensure that an accurate footpath and shared path maintenance/repair 
schedule is published on the Territory and Municipal Services Directorate 
website by the close of business on 28 February 2013. 

Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Territory and Municipal Services) addressing the 
Assembly— 

 

Adjournment negatived:  It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the 
Assembly do now adjourn. 

Mr Rattenbury requiring the question to be put forthwith without debate— 

Question—put and negatived. 

 
Mr Rattenbury moved the following amendment: Omit paragraphs (1) and (2), 
substitute: 

“notes: 

(1) there is a large number of footpaths and shared paths across the ACT—
approximately 2200 km of footpaths and 350 km of cycle paths; 

(2) the ACT Government has processes in place to manage and maintain footpaths 
and shared paths across the ACT; 

(3) the length of time between identification of a footpath or shared path in need of 
attention and the actual work will be based on an assessment of the priority for 
repair and serviceability of the existing path and its location; and 

(4) that, to improve available public information and engagement, the ACT 
Government will: 

 (a) publish information about the processes it uses for managing and 
maintaining footpaths and shared paths on the TAMS website by 
31 March 2013; and 

 (b) publish on the TAMS website a list of footpaths and shared paths 
included for repair on all future tenders.”. 

Debate continued. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly notes: 

(1) there is a large number of footpaths and shared paths across the ACT—
approximately 2200 km of footpaths and 350 km of cycle paths; 
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(2) the ACT Government has processes in place to manage and maintain footpaths 
and shared paths across the ACT; 

(3) the length of time between identification of a footpath or shared path in need of 
attention and the actual work will be based on an assessment of the priority for 
repair and serviceability of the existing path and its location; and 

(4) that, to improve available public information and engagement, the ACT 
Government will: 

 (a) publish information about the processes it uses for managing and 
maintaining footpaths and shared paths on the TAMS website by 
31 March 2013; and 

 (b) publish on the TAMS website a list of footpaths and shared paths 
included for repair on all future tenders.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 11 LIGHT RAIL NETWORK PROJECT 
Mr Coe, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the Government’s commitment to construct light rail; and 

(2) calls on the Government to table by the last sitting day in February: 

(a) the expenditure to date, broken down by financial year, on external 
sources including consultancies, reports and studies; 

(b) the internal expenditure to date, broken down by financial year, on 
internal sources and the number of public service staff working on the 
project and in what agencies; 

(c) the timeline for the decision-making and construction progress; 

(d) the expected cost to taxpayers of pre-construction and construction; 

(e) the predicted patronage, running costs and staffing once operational; 

(f) the population within reasonable walking distance of a light rail stop; 

(g) plans for park and ride facilities; 

(h) the financial models for funding the project; and 

(i) what feedback was received from Infrastructure Australia as a result of 
the 2008-09 federally funded proposal. 

Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development) moved the 
following amendment:  Omit paragraphs (1) and (2), substitute: 

“(1) notes that the ACT Government is committed to delivering the Capital Metro 
project for Canberra; 

(2) notes that: 

 (a) construction of a light rail network will be one of the biggest and most 
complex capital works projects undertaken in the ACT; 

 (b) the construction of a light rail network in Canberra will bring major 
benefits to the people of Canberra and will be a transformative project for 
our City; 
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 (c) the Capital Metro project will improve transport access and mobility for 
the community, especially through its integration with the broader 
transport network; 

 (d) the Capital Metro project will deliver environmental benefits via 
emissions reductions through mode shift from private vehicles to public 
transport; and 

 (e) the Capital Metro project will be a catalyst for urban renewal along the 
corridors and in our town centres; and 

(3) notes that: 

 (a) the Government is committed to a high level of transparency and will 
progressively release information about the Capital Metro project as it is 
developed; 

 (b) a substantial body of work has already been undertaken to inform the 
progress of Capital Metro, including the Concept Design Report and 
strategic transport modelling and economic and financial appraisal; 

 (c) the Government is committed to continuing its thorough planning and 
investigations including such studies as the Light Rail Integration Study, 
for which tenders have now been called, and the Light Rail Product 
Identification Study to be commenced in April this year;  

 (d) the Government has released an indicative timeline through the Concept 
Design Report and has committed to laying the first light tracks by 2016 
through the Parliamentary Agreement; 

 (e) the people of Canberra will be given many opportunities to be involved in 
this project as it progresses, through an ongoing program of public 
consultation; and 

 (f) the Government will continue to work to achieve a long term vision for 
Canberra as a sustainable city, with the Capital Metro light rail network as 
a vital element of that vision.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly notes that: 

“(1) the ACT Government is committed to delivering the Capital Metro project for 
Canberra; 

(2) construction of a light rail network will be one of the biggest and most complex 
capital works projects undertaken in the ACT; 
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(3) the construction of a light rail network in Canberra will bring major benefits to 
the people of Canberra and will be a transformative project for our City; 

(4) the Capital Metro project will improve transport access and mobility for the 
community, especially through its integration with the broader transport 
network; 

(5) the Capital Metro project will deliver environmental benefits via emissions 
reductions through mode shift from private vehicles to public transport; 

(6) the Capital Metro project will be a catalyst for urban renewal along the 
corridors and in our town centres; 

(7) the Government is committed to a high level of transparency and will 
progressively release information about the Capital Metro project as it is 
developed; 

(8) a substantial body of work has already been undertaken to inform the progress 
of Capital Metro, including the Concept Design Report and strategic transport 
modelling and economic and financial appraisal; 

(9)  the Government is committed to continuing its thorough planning and 
investigations including such studies as the Light Rail Integration Study, for 
which tenders have now been called, and the Light Rail Product Identification 
Study to be commenced in April this year;  

(10) the Government has released an indicative timeline through the Concept Design 
Report and has committed to laying the first light tracks by 2016 through the 
Parliamentary Agreement; 

(11) the people of Canberra will be given many opportunities to be involved in this 
project as it progresses, through an ongoing program of public consultation; and 

(12) the Government will continue to work to achieve a long term vision for 
Canberra as a sustainable city, with the Capital Metro light rail network as a 
vital element of that vision.”— 

be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 12 ADJOURNMENT 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.56 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
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MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 

 


