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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 63 

WEDNESDAY, 10 MAY 2006 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PRECINCTS AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed. 

 3 A.C.T. GOVERNMENT’S ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE 

Mr Mulcahy, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the deterioration in the Territory’s financial position; 

(b) the failure of Government to control expenditure; 

(c) the related increase in taxes and charges; 

(d) the failure to allocate expenditure to high priority community needs; and 

(e) the lack of provision for the future; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) explain why it allowed its expenditure to run unchecked without 
providing for a period of slower growth; 
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(b) reprioritise its expenditure to meet community needs instead of wasting 
public funds on seeking to satisfy the interests of a select few; 

(c) improve its management of service delivery so that costs are brought 
closer to those in other jurisdictions without compromising the quality of 
services; and 

(d) announce a program for reducing the overall taxation burden in the ACT 
so that it no longer ranks with NSW as the highest taxing jurisdiction in 
Australia. 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That 
this Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes: 

(a) the fact that the Government has delivered four straight Budget surpluses; 

(b) the continued confidence shown in the ACT’s balance sheet by ratings 
agencies; 

(c) the continued strength of significant economic indicators; and 

(d) the significant investment made by the Government in critical areas 
neglected by previous governments, such as: 

(i) disability services; 

(ii) emergency services; 

(iii) child protection; 

(iv) mental health; and 

(v) salary relativity; and 

(2) notes the establishment by the Government of the Strategic and Functional 
Review of the ACT Public Sector and Services to address emerging issues and 
safeguard the Territory’s future.”. 

Debate continued. 

Closure: Mr Hargreaves (Minister for the Territory and Municipal Services) moved—
That the question be now put. 

Question—That the question be now put—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 10   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Burke Mr Smyth 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald  Mr Mulcahy  
Dr Foskey Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Seselja  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

And the question—That Mr Stanhope’s amendment be agreed to—being accordingly 
put. 
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The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Gentleman   Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the fact that the Government has delivered four straight Budget surpluses; 

(b) the continued confidence shown in the ACT’s balance sheet by ratings 
agencies; 

(c) the continued strength of significant economic indicators; and 

(d) the significant investment made by the Government in critical areas 
neglected by previous governments, such as: 

(i) disability services; 

(ii) emergency services; 

(iii) child protection; 

(iv) mental health; and 

(v) salary relativity; and 

(2) notes the establishment by the Government of the Strategic and Functional 
Review of the ACT Public Sector and Services to address emerging issues and 
safeguard the Territory’s future.”— 

be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Gentleman   Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 4 DISTRICT OF DILI—FRIENDSHIP RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CITY OF 
CANBERRA 

Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) reaffirms its commitment to the City of Canberra Friendship Relationship with 
the District of Dili; 

(2) recognises the central importance of educational exchange in achieving the 
Relationship’s goals of friendship and mutual respect; and 
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(3) recognises and congratulates: 

(a) the students and education professionals involved in forming 
Tuggeranong High Schools Consortium for their commitment to the 
Friendship Schools program and creative and inclusive program of 
educational exchange with the District of Dili; and 

(b) the Canberra Institute of Technology for its ongoing commitment to the 
Friendship Relationship through its work and support of the Dili Institute 
of Technology. 

Debate ensued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 5 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 6 BUDGET DEFICIT—STATEMENT BY MINISTER 
Mr Smyth (Leader of the Opposition) having made a personal explanation concerning 
the projected budget deficit— 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer), by leave, made a statement in relation to the matter. 

 7 DISTRICT OF DILI—FRIENDSHIP RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CITY OF 
CANBERRA 

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mr Gentleman (see Entry 4)— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—put and passed. 

 8 LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and negatived. 

 9 A.C.T. POLICING LEVELS 
Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved—That, given the details in the Productivity 
Commission Report 2005 pointing to ACT Policing being around 130 below the 
national average of its sworn police force strength, the lowest strength of any 
jurisdiction, and given clear concerns that our police force is significantly 
overstretched, this Assembly calls upon the Government to table by 16 May 2006: 

(1) all aspects of the Government’s Functional Review pertaining to ACT Policing; 

(2) the internal reviews, time and motion and other studies undertaken by ACT 
Policing and the Department of Justice and Community Safety in the last three 
years pertaining to capability; and 

(3) copies of all draft documents pertaining to the ongoing negotiations into the 
Police Agreement. 
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Debate ensued. 

Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 9 
Mrs Burke Mr Seselja  Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves 
Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth  Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Ms Porter 
Mr Mulcahy   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 
Mr Pratt   Mr Gentleman  

And so it was negatived. 

 10 SENSE OF COMMUNITY—ACT GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
Ms Porter, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the important role for Government in the building of links and partnership 
in the community; 

(2) recognises the contribution of the Department of Urban Services ’Round Town 
program in this context; and 

(3) encourages the development of further ACT Government initiatives that 
develop our sense of community. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 11 ADJOURNMENT 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.28 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


