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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 114 

THURSDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members 
not being present, the Speaker (Mr Berry) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in 
silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

 2 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (REGULATORY SERVICES) 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Mr Corbell (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
amend the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1989, and for other purposes. 

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
26 September 2007. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Mulcahy) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 3 STATUTE LAW AMENDMENT BILL 2007 (NO. 2) 

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
amend certain legislation for the purpose of statute law revision. 

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 
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Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
26 September 2007. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Seselja) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

 4 ROCK ATTACKS AGAINST MOVING VEHICLES 
Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved—That: 

(1) this Assembly notes the growing trend of rock attacks against buses, cars and 
other vehicles in the ACT and that over a period of six or more months, in 
accordance with the Government’s own reckoning, 58 or more such attacks 
have occurred with incidence on the increase; 

(2) a select committee be appointed to inquire into the growing trend of rock 
throwing against moving vehicles, utilising the following terms of reference 
analysing: 

(a) the incidents which have occurred, by differing categories and pattern; 

(b) the psychological and sociological reasons behind the growing trend of 
rock assaults on moving vehicles; 

(c) the plans and actions of Government designed to combat the trend and 
protect the public; 

(d) the success or otherwise of public education and information programs; 

(e) the measures taken to protect public transport and passengers, including 
how effective they were; 

(f) the measures undertaken in other jurisdictions to combat the trend and 
their success or otherwise; 

(g) the capacity of ACT Policing to undertake protracted targeted operations 
aimed at arresting offenders in the act; and 

(h) what measures could effectively be undertaken to prevent further 
occurrences or to minimise the risk, including whether: 

(i) discrete legislation is warranted to deal with the problem; and 

(ii) if discrete legislation is warranted, whether that might include 
increased penalties; 

(3) the committee be composed of: 

(a) one Member to be nominated by the Government; 

(b) one Member to be nominated by the Opposition; and 

(c) one Member to be nominated by the Crossbench; and 

(4) the Committee report by the first sitting day in December 2007. 
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Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after 
“ACT” in paragraph (1), substitute: 

“(2) calls on the Government to commission an independent study to investigate the 
trend of rock throwing against moving vehicles covering issues such as, but not 
limited to, the psychological and sociological reasons motivating this type of 
behaviour, effectiveness of legislative and policing responses to date and 
possible future measures to address this behaviour.”. 

Mr Smyth, by leave, moved the following amendments to Mr Corbell’s proposed 
amendment together:  

“(1) omit ‘omit all words after “ACT” in paragraph (1)’; and 

(2) omit ‘(2)’, substitute ‘(5)’.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Corbell addressing the Assembly— 
__________________ 

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business— 

Ordered—That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes. 

__________________ 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Smyth’s amendments to Mr Corbell’s proposed amendment be 
agreed to—put and negatived. 

Question—That Mr Corbell’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 5 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Dr Foskey Mr Stanhope  Mr Seselja  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the growing trend of rock attacks against buses, cars and other vehicles in 
the ACT; and 

(2) calls on the Government to commission an independent study to investigate the 
trend of rock throwing against moving vehicles covering issues such as, but not 
limited to, the psychological and sociological reasons motivating this type of 
behaviour, effectiveness of legislative and policing responses to date and 
possible future measures to address this behaviour.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 5 ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE—STANDING COMMITTEE—
PROPOSED REFERENCE—STANDING ORDER 156 

Mr Smyth, pursuant to notice, moved—That standing order 156 be referred to the 
Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure for inquiry and report, with 
specific reference to whether Members who receive benefits from poker machine 
revenue should be able to participate in debate on matters pertaining to gambling and 
associated subjects. 

Mr Smyth addressing the Assembly— 

The extended time allotted to Assembly business having expired—Debate interrupted 
in accordance with standing order 77 and the resumption of the debate made an order 
of the day for the next sitting. 

 6 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 11—REVIEW 
OF AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT NO. 8 OF 2004: WAITING LISTS FOR 
ELECTIVE SURGERY AND MEDICAL TREATMENT—PUBLICATION OF 
REPORT—REPORT NOTED 

Dr Foskey (Chair) presented the following report: 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Report 11—Review of Auditor-General’s 
Report No. 8 of 2004: Waiting Lists for Elective Surgery and Medical Treatment, 
dated 13 September 2007, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes 
of proceedings— 

and, by leave, moved—That the report be authorised for publication. 

Question—put and passed. 

Dr Foskey moved—That the report be noted. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 7 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT—STANDING COMMITTEE—12TH 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF PARLIAMENTARY PUBLIC WORKS AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEES—STATEMENT BY CHAIR 

Mr Gentleman (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A, made a statement concerning 
the Committee’s participation in the 12th Annual Conference of Parliamentary Public 
Works and Environment Committees held in Darwin, Larrakia country, from 19 to 
21 September 2007. 

 8 THE CANBERRA TIMES—BREACH OF BROADCASTING GUIDELINES—
STATEMENT BY SPEAKER 

The Speaker made a statement concerning a breach of the ACT Legislative Assembly 
Broadcasting Guidelines by The Canberra Times. 

 9 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 
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 10 THEO NOTARAS MULTICULTURAL CENTRE—QUESTION TAKEN ON 
NOTICE—ANSWER—EXPLANATION 

Dr Foskey, pursuant to standing order 118A, asked Mr Hargreaves (Minister for 
Multicultural Affairs) for an explanation concerning the answer to a question taken on 
notice on 21 August 2007 regarding the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre. 

Mr Hargreaves gave an explanation. 

 11 GREENHOUSE GAS ABATEMENT SCHEME—QUESTION TAKEN ON 
NOTICE—ANSWER—EXPLANATION 

Dr Foskey, pursuant to standing order 118A, asked Mr Stanhope (Minister for the 
Environment, Water and Climate Change) for an explanation concerning the answer to 
a question taken on notice on 22 August 2007 regarding the Greenhouse Gas 
Abatement Scheme. 

Mr Stanhope gave an explanation. 

 12 PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Minister for Indigenous Affairs) presented the following paper: 

Yarramundi Reach Cultural Centre—Answer to question without notice asked of 
Mr Stanhope by Dr Foskey and taken on notice on 26 September 2007. 

 13 PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 
The Speaker presented the following papers: 

Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act, pursuant to section 15—Annual Report 2006-
2007—ACT Auditor-General’s Office—Report No. 6/2007, dated 26 September 2007. 

Study trips—Reports by— 

Mr Berry MLA—Legislatures of Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, Canada and 
the 2007 National Conference of State Legislatures, Boston, Massachusetts and 
Washington DC, USA, 31 July to 13 August 2007. 

Mrs Dunne MLA—Ireland, England and Italy, 15 March to 12 April 2007. 

 14 STANDING COMMITTEES—2005-2006 ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS—
GOVERNMENT RESPONSES—PAPERS AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following papers: 

Education, Training and Young People—Standing Committee—Report 4—Report on 
Annual and Financial Reports 2005-2006—Government response. 

Health and Disability—Standing Committee—Report 3—Report on Annual and 
Financial Reports 2005-2006—Government response. 

Legal Affairs—Standing Committee—Report 5—Report on Annual and Financial 
Reports 2005-2006—Government response. 

Planning and Environment—Standing Committee—Report 26—Report on Annual 
and Financial Reports 2005-06—Government response. 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Report 10—Report on Annual and 
Financial Reports 2005-06—Government response— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers. 
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 15 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—INSTRUMENT—PAPER AND 
STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following paper: 

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 18A—Instrument authorising 
expenditure from the Treasurer’s Advance to the ACT Planning and Land Authority, 
including a statement of reasons, dated 20 September 2007— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 16 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following paper: 

Territory-owned Corporations Act, pursuant to subsection 19(3)—Statement of 
Corporate Intent—ACTTEW Corporation Limited—2007-2008 to 2010-2011. 

 17 PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 
Mr Stanhope (Minister for the Arts) presented the following papers: 

Cultural Facilities Corporation Act, pursuant to subsection 15(2)—Cultural Facilities 
Corporation— 

Quarterly report 2006-2007 (1 April to 30 June 2007). 

Tabling statement, dated 27 September 2007. 

 18 MULTICULTURAL MISSION TO CHINA—REPORT—PAPER AND 
STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Multicultural Affairs) presented the following paper: 

The Multicultural Mission to China—Report— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 19 INDIGENOUS EDUCATION—INTERIM REPORT—PAPER AND 
STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Barr (Minister for Education and Training), pursuant to the resolution of the Assembly 
of 24 May 2000, as amended 16 February 2006, presented the following paper: 

Performance in Indigenous Education—Interim report—January to June 2007— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 20 AFFORDABLE HOUSING—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister), by leave, made a ministerial statement concerning 
affordable housing. 

 21 UPDATE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ALTERNATIVE 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS FOR FIRE VEHICLE LOCATIONS: 2007-
2008 BUSHFIRE SEASON—STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Corbell (Minister for Police and Emergency Services), by leave, made a statement 
concerning an update on the implementation of alternative communications systems 
for fire vehicle locations for the 2007-2008 bushfire season. 
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 22 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—CLOSED 
SCHOOLS—MANAGEMENT 

The Assembly was informed that Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Mr Gentleman, 
Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Pratt, Mr Seselja and Mr Smyth had proposed that 
matters of public importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In 
accordance with the provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that 
the matter proposed by Mr Smyth be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The 
management of closed schools in the ACT.”. 

Discussion ensued. 

The time for discussion having expired— 

Discussion concluded. 

 23 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Detail Stage 

Clauses 1 to 17, by leave, taken together and agreed to. 

Clause 18 debated. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 24 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.13 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 16 October 2007 at 
10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Ms Gallagher*, Ms MacDonald* and Mr Stefaniak*. 

*on leave 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 
 


