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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

No. 118

WEDNESDAY, 7 MARCH 2001

___________________________

1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members not
being present, the Speaker (Mr Cornwell) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum having
been formed the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or
reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.

2 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2001

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Land (Planning and
Environment) Act 1991.

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Ms Tucker moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries – Chief Minister) and the resumption of the debate made
an order of the day for the next sitting.

3 A.C.T. FORESTRY – INVOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES

Mr Berry, pursuant to notice, moved – That there be no involuntary redundancies among
the 20 ACT Forestry jobs which the government has announced its intention to axe.

Debate ensued.

Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services), by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Mr Smyth moved the following amendment: After the words “to axe” add “without the
approval of the Australian Industrial Relations Commission”.

Debate continued.

Mr Smyth, by leave, again addressed the Assembly.

Debate continued.

Question – That Mr Smyth’s amendment be agreed to – put.
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The Assembly voted –

Ayes, 9 Noes, 8

Mrs Burke Mr Moore Mr Berry Mr Stanhope
Mr Cornwell Mr Rugendyke Mr Corbell Ms Tucker
Mr Hird Mr Smyth Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood
Mr Humphries Mr Stefaniak Mr Osborne
Mr Kaine Mr Quinlan

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz:

That there be no involuntary redundancies among the 20 ACT Forestry jobs which the
government has announced its intention to axe without the approval of the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission –

be agreed to – put and passed.

4 QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.

5 LATHAM SHOPS – PROPOSED AUCTION OF ADJACENT LAND

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly calls on the Government to:

(1) postpone the proposed auction of block 3, section 31, Latham until the development
application for the redevelopment of the adjacent Latham local shops, block 1 section
31, is resolved; and

(2) depending on the outcome of the redevelopment proposal for the Latham local shops,
review the development conditions for block 3 section 31 before auction to ensure that
development on the two blocks is integrated.

Debate ensued.

Question – put.

The Assembly voted –

Ayes, 7 Noes, 10

Mr Berry Ms Tucker Mrs Burke Mr Moore
Mr Corbell Mr Wood Mr Cornwell Mr Osborne
Mr Hargreaves Mr Hird Mr Rugendyke
Mr Quinlan Mr Humphries Mr Smyth
Mr Stanhope Mr Kaine Mr Stefaniak

And so it was negatived.

6 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY – ASSISTANCE TO WOMEN IN CRISIS

Mr Stanhope (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly
notes the significance of International Women’s Day and reaffirms its commitment to
providing assistance to women in crisis by ensuring that:
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(1) all women escaping domestic violence have priority access to emergency
accommodation; and

(2) existing women’s crisis accommodation services are sufficiently resourced to enable
them to keep pace with demand.

Mr Stanhope addressing the Assembly –
___________________________

Adjournment negatived: It being 5 p.m. – The question was proposed – That the Assembly
do now adjourn.

Mr Moore (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith
without debate –

Question – put and negatived.
___________________________

Mr Stanhope, by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Debate ensued.

Ms Tucker, by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Debate continued.

Question – put and passed.

7 MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL PRICES – PROPOSED REFERENCE – INDEPENDENT
COMPETITION AND REGULATORY COMMISSION

Mr Rugendyke, pursuant to notice, as amended by leave, moved – That the Legislative
Assembly recommends that the Government issue to the Independent Competition and
Regulatory Commission a reference to investigate and advise the Assembly on matters
relating to motor vehicle fuel, including petroleum, diesel and gas prices in the ACT.  The
reference should require the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission to have
regard to the following in its advice:

(1) whether an efficient retail price for petroleum is being delivered in the ACT;

(2) whether there is a higher average cost of fuel in the ACT compared to other capital
cities and neighbour Queanbeyan;

(3) whether there is efficient competition in the ACT distribution and retail sectors in the
ACT;

(4) whether the fluctuation of ACT fuel prices, particularly prior to public service pay days
and peak holiday periods, is indicative of a failure in the retail market that
disadvantages consumers;

(5) the efficacy of the Petroleum Products Pricing Amendment Act 2000 passed in
Western Australia and whether similar reforms would provide a net benefit to the
community as a whole in the ACT;

(6) whether there are tied arrangements between retailers and distributors in the ACT fuel
market that have the effect of restricting competition;

(7) any other related matter.
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Debate ensued.

Ms Tucker moved the following amendment: After paragraph (6) insert the following new
paragraph:

“(7) the level of dependence in the ACT community on the use of private motor vehicles
for transport, the environmental and social impacts of this dependence, and its impact
on local fuel demand and price.”.

Debate continued.

Question – That Ms Tucker’s amendment be agreed to – put.

The Assembly voted –

Ayes, 7 Noes, 8

Mr Berry Ms Tucker Mrs Burke Mr Rugendyke
Mr Corbell Mr Wood Mr Cornwell Mr Smyth
Mr Osborne Mr Hird Mr Stefaniak
Mr Quinlan Mr Kaine
Mr Stanhope Mr Moore

And so it was negatived.

Question – That Mr Rugendyke’s motion be agreed to – put and passed.

8 ADJOURNMENT

Mr Moore (Manager of Government Business) moved - That the Assembly do now
adjourn.

Question - put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 6.29 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m.
_________________________

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.
_________________________

M J McRAE
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly


