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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 58 

THURSDAY, 30 MARCH 2006 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 PETITION 
The Clerk announced that the following Member had lodged a petition for 
presentation: 

Mr Stefaniak, from 392 residents, requesting that the Assembly ensure that the ACT 
retains a central sport agency (Sport and Recreation ACT) and that funding to sport 
and recreation in the ACT is not reduced in the upcoming budget. 

 3 LEGAL AFFAIRS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 3—REPORT ON 
TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY TEMPORARY POWERS) BILL 2005—
EXPOSURE DRAFT—GOVERNMENT RESPONSE—STATEMENT BY 
MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Attorney-General) presented the following paper: 

Legal Affairs—Standing Committee—Report 3—Report on Terrorism (Extraordinary 
Temporary Powers) Bill 2005—Exposure draft—Government response— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 4 TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY TEMPORARY POWERS) BILL 2006 
Mr Stanhope (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
provide extraordinary temporary powers to prevent and respond to terrorist acts, and 
for related purposes. 

Papers: Mr Stanhope presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 
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Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 5 ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Mr Stanhope (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
amend the Electoral Act 1992. 

Papers: Mr Stanhope presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 6 ANIMAL WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Mr Stanhope (Minister for the Environment), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for 
an Act to amend the Animal Welfare Act 1992, and for other purposes. 

Papers: Mr Stanhope presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 7 PEST PLANTS AND ANIMALS AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Mr Stanhope (Minister for the Environment), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for 
an Act to amend the Pest Plants and Animals Act 2005. 

Papers: Mr Stanhope presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 
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 8 RADIATION PROTECTION BILL 2006 
Mr Corbell (Minister for Health), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
provide for the protection of the health and safety of people, and for the protection of 
property and the environment, from the harmful effects of radiation, and for related 
purposes. 

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 9 ASBESTOS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Ms Gallagher (Minister for Industrial Relations), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill 
for an Act about the management of asbestos, and for other purposes. 

Papers: Ms Gallagher presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Ms Gallagher moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Mulcahy) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 10 ROAD TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Ms Gallagher (Minister for Education and Training), on behalf of Mr Hargreaves 
(Minister for Urban Services), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend 
the Road Transport (Public Passenger Services) Act 2001, the Road Transport (Public 
Passenger Services) Regulation 2002, the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Act 
1999 and the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2000. 

Papers: Ms Gallagher presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 
29 March 2006. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Ms Gallagher moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Mulcahy) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 
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 11 LAPSE OF NOTICE 
Upon Notice No. 1, Assembly business, relating to a proposed amendment to the 
resolution of appointment of the Select Committee on Working Families in the 
Australian Capital Territory, being called on and the Member not being present, 
pursuant to standing order 127, it was withdrawn from the Notice Paper. 

 12 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 5—REPORT 
ON ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2004-2005—PUBLICATION OF 
REPORT—STATEMENT BY CHAIR—REPORT NOTED 

Mr Mulcahy (Chair) presented the following report: 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Report 5—Report on Annual and Financial 
Reports 2004-2005, dated 27 March 2006, including a dissenting report (Mr Mulcahy), 
together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings— 

and, by leave, moved—That the report be authorised for publication. 

Question—put and passed. 

Mr Mulcahy, by leave, made a statement in relation to the report. 

Dr Foskey moved—That the report be noted. 

Debate ensued. 

Paper: Mr Mulcahy, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Draft speaking notes (page 2), prepared by the Secretary of the Public Accounts 
Committee in relation to the presentation of Report 5 of 2006. 

Question—put and passed. 

 13 FORGOTTEN AUSTRALIANS REPORT—SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
REFERENCES COMMITTEE—INQUIRY INTO CHILDREN IN 
INSTITUTIONAL CARE—STATEMENT BY MINISTER—PAPER—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister), by leave, made a statement concerning the Senate 
Community Affairs References Committee inquiry into children in institutional care 
and presented the following paper: 

Forgotten Australians report—Senate Community Affairs References Committee—
Inquiry into children in institutional care—Statement in response, dated March 2006. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

Debate adjourned (Dr Foskey) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

 14 DUTIES AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 
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 15 MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) informed the Assembly of the absence of 
Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Urban Services, Minister for Disability, Housing and 
Community Services and Minister for Police and Emergency Services) and advised 
the Assembly that questions without notice normally directed to Mr Hargreaves could 
be directed to Mr Stanhope. 

 16 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 17 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following paper: 

Intergovernmental Agreements—Ministerial level negotiations—Schedule as at 
21 March 2006. 

 18 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Acting Minister for Tourism) presented the following paper: 

Australian Capital Tourism Corporation Act, pursuant to subsection 12(2)—Australian 
Capital Tourism Corporation—Quarterly report—October to December 2005. 

 19 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT—APPROVAL—
VARIATION NO. 238 TO THE TERRITORY PLAN—MACQUARIE HOTEL 
REDEVELOPMENT, SECTION 27 BARTON—PAPER AND STATEMENT 
BY MINISTER 

Mr Corbell (Minister for Planning) presented the following paper: 

Land (Planning and Environment) Act, pursuant to subsection 29(1)—Approval of 
Variation No. 238 to the Territory Plan—Macquarie Hotel Redevelopment, Section 27 
Barton, dated 23 March 2006, together with background papers, a copy of the 
summaries and reports, and a copy of any direction or report required— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 20 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT—APPROVAL—
VARIATION NO. 165 TO THE TERRITORY PLAN—OPEN SPACE 
NETWORK PROJECT—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Corbell (Minister for Planning) presented the following paper: 

Land (Planning and Environment) Act, pursuant to subsection 29(1)—Approval of 
Variation No. 165 to the Territory Plan—Open space network project, dated 23 March 
2006, together with background papers, a copy of the summaries and reports, and a 
copy of any direction or report required— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 21 PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following papers: 

Road Transport (General) Act, pursuant to section 216—Nominal Defendant 
(Australian Capital Territory)—Annual report 2005, dated 7 March 2006. 
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Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act, pursuant to section 13—Canberra 
Institute of Technology—Annual report 2005, dated March 2006. 

 22 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—COMMUNITY 
POLICING AT SHOPPING CENTRE PRECINCTS 

The Assembly was informed that Dr Foskey, Mr Gentleman, Ms MacDonald, 
Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter and Mr Pratt had proposed that matters of public importance 
be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the provisions of 
standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed by Mr Pratt be 
submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The state of community policing at shopping 
centre precincts in the ACT.”. 

Discussion ensued. 

Paper: Mrs Burke, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Red Hill shops—Precincts—Copy of petition which does not conform with the 
standing orders. 

Discussion concluded. 

 23 LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBER 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That leave of absence be 
given to Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Urban Services) for this sitting. 

Question—put and passed. 

 24 DUTIES AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed. 

 25 CRIMINAL CODE (MENTAL IMPAIRMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed. 

 26 CONSTRUCTION OCCUPATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
2006 

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 
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Paper: Mr Corbell (Minister for Planning) presented a revised explanatory statement 
to the Bill. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed. 

 27 WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY—
SELECT COMMITTEE—PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION OF 
APPOINTMENT 

Mrs Burke, by leave, moved—That the resolution of the Assembly establishing the 
Select Committee on Working Families in the Australian Capital Territory, agreed to 
on 5 May 2005, be amended as follows: Omit paragraph (3), substitute: 

“(3) noting that the Committee has tabled an interim report which indicated at 
paragraph 5.12 that time and evidence are needed to reliably and validly 
determine the effects on working families in the ACT of reforms to the 
industrial relations system: 

 (a) suspends the operation of the Committee from the date this motion is 
agreed to until March 2007; and 

 (b) calls on the Assembly to amend the terms of reference in March 2007 in 
light of comments in the interim report; and”. 

Mrs Burke addressing the Assembly— 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 28 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.23 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 2 May 2006 at 10.30 
a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Mr Hargreaves* and Mr Smyth*. 

*on leave 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


