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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

No. 79

THURSDAY, 2 MARCH 2000

___________________________

1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker (Mr Cornwell) took the
Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the
people of the Australian Capital Territory.

2 PLANNING AND URBAN SERVICES – STANDING COMMITTEE –  REPORT NO.
41 – BETTERMENT (CHANGE OF USE CHARGE) –  MOTION THAT REPORT BE
NOTED

Mr Hird (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:

Planning and Urban Services –  Standing Committee – Report No. 41 – Betterment (change of use
charge), dated 21 February 2000, including a dissenting report, dated 1 March 2000, together with
a copy of the extracts of the minutes of proceedings –

and moved - That the report be noted.

Debate ensued.

Mr Corbell, by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Debate continued.

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth – Minister for Urban  Services) and the resumption of the debate
made an order of the day for the next sitting.

3 HEALTH PROFESSIONALS (SPECIAL EVENTS EXEMPTIONS) BILL 2000

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an
Act to allow visiting health professionals to provide health services in connection with certain special
events without being registered under Territory laws.

Paper: Mr Moore presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Moore moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Wood) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the
next sitting.
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4 COMMISSIONER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2000

Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend
the Commissioner for the Environment Act 1993.

Paper: Mr Smyth presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Smyth moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the
next sitting.

5 PLANNING AND URBAN SERVICES – STANDING COMMITTEE – REFERENCE –
UTILITIES BILL 2000 AND UTILITIES (CONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS) BILL
2000

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, moved – That:

(1) the Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Services inquire into and report on the Utilities
Bill 2000 and the Utilities (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2000;

(2) on the Committee presenting its report to the Assembly, resumption of debate on the question
"That this Bill be agreed to in principle” for each of the Bills considered in the report, be set
down as an order of the day for the next sitting; and

(3) the foregoing provisions of this resolution have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the
standing orders.

Debate ensued.

Mr Corbell moved the following amendment:

Omit all words after “That”, substitute the following words:

“(1) a Select Committee on Utilities be appointed to examine the Utilities Bill 2000 and the Utilities
(Consequential Provisions) Bill 2000;

(2) the Committee be composed of:

(a) one member nominated by the Government;

(b) one member nominated by the Opposition;

(c) one member to be nominated by either the Independent Members or The ACT Greens

to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4.00 p.m. today, 3 March 2000;

(3) the Committee report by the first sitting day of June 2000;

(4) on the Committee presenting its report to the Assembly, resumption of debate on the question
“That this Bill be agreed to in principle” for each of the Bills considered in the report, be set
down as an order of the day for the next sitting; and

(5) the foregoing provisions of this resolution have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the
standing orders.”.

Debate continued.

Mr Corbell, by leave, again addressed the Assembly.
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Mr Corbell, by leave, amended his amendment to add to paragraph (2) (c) “or Canberra United
Party”.
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Question – That Mr Corbell’s amendment, as amended, be agreed to – put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 8 Noes, 9

Mr Berry Mr Stanhope Ms Carnell Mr Moore
Mr Corbell Ms Tucker Mr Cornwell Mr Osborne
Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood Mr Hird Mr Smyth
Mr Quinlan Mr Humphries Mr Stefaniak
Mr Rugendyke Mr Kaine

And so it was negatived.

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business -

Ordered - That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes.

On the motion of Mr Humphries (Treasurer), by leave, the following amendment was made:

After paragraph (2) insert the following new paragraph:

“(2A) the Committee shall report by the first sitting day of June 2000”.

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz:

That:

(1) the Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Services inquire into and report on the Utilities
Bill 2000 and the Utilities (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2000;

(2) on the Committee presenting its report to the Assembly, resumption of debate on the question
"That this Bill be agreed to in principle” for each of the Bills considered in the report, be set
down as an order of the day for the next sitting;

(3) the Committee shall report by the first sitting day of June 2000; and

(4) the foregoing provisions of this resolution have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the
standing orders –

be agreed to – put and passed.

6 PLANNING AND URBAN SERVICES – STANDING COMMITTEE –  REPORT NO.
41 – BETTERMENT (CHANGE OF USE CHARGE) – PAPER – REVISED
DISSENTING REPORT

Mr Corbell sought leave to have the revised dissenting report which had been circulated in the
Chamber added to Report No. 41 of the Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Services in
substitution of his dissenting report presented earlier this day.

Leave granted.

Mr Corbell, by leave, presented the following paper:

Planning and Urban Services – Standing Committee – Report No. 41 – Betterment (Change of Use
Charge) - Revised dissenting report of Mr Simon Corbell MLA, dated 1 March 2000 –

7 ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE  – STANDING COMMITTEE - REPORT –
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES – A PROTOCOL FOR GOVERNMENT INTERACTION
– REPORT NOTED
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The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of Mr Corbell
– That the report be noted (presented 11 March 1999) -

Administration and Procedure – Standing Committee – Report – A  protocol for government
interaction with Assembly committees, dated 3 March 1999 –

Debate resumed.

Question – put and passed.

8 EDUCATION – STANDING COMMITTEE – REPORT NO. 2 – WORK FOR THE
DOLE PROJECT IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS –  MOTION THAT REPORT BE NOTED

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of Ms Tucker 
(Chair) – That the report be noted (presented 11 March 1999) –

Education – Standing Committee – Report No. 2 – The work for the dole project in primary
schools, dated 8 March, including a dissenting report –

and on the amendment moved by Mr Berry: Add “and the dissenting report be rejected” –

Debate resumed.

Mr Stefaniak (Minister for Education), by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Mr Stefaniak addressing the Assembly -

The extended time allotted to Assembly business having expired –

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 77 and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

9 QUESTIONS

Questions without notice being asked –

Paper: Mr Humphries (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

ACTEW – Purchase – Copy of facsimile of letter from Chief Executive, ENERGEX Limited to
Chief Executive, Department of Treasury & Infrastructure, dated 2 March 2000.

Questions continued.

10 STATEMENT BY SPEAKER – QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

The Speaker made a statement concerning questions without notice and the provisions of standing
orders 117, 118 and 119.

11 FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION – STANDING COMMITTEE
(INCORPORATING THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE) – REPORT NO. 3 –
IMPLEMENTATION OF SERVICE PURCHASING ARRANGEMENTS –
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE – MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER

Ms Carnell (Chief Minister) presented the following paper:

Finance and Public Administration – Standing Committee (incorporating the Public Accounts
Committee) – Report No. 3 – Report on the implementation of service purchasing arrangements in
the ACT (presented 9 December 1999) – Government response –

and moved – That the Assembly takes note of the paper.
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Debate adjourned (Mr Quinlan) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the
next sitting.
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12 PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Mr Humphries (Treasurer), presented the following paper:

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 26 – Consolidated Financial Management Report for
the month and financial year to date ending 31 January 2000.

13 INDEPENDENT PRICING AND REGULATORY COMMISSION – ACTEW WATER
CHARGES 1999-2000 TO 2003-2004 – PAPER – PAPER NOTED

Mr Humphries (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

Independent Pricing and Regulatory Commission – ACTEW’s water charges for 1999-2000 to
2003-2004 – Pass through of the water abstraction charge – Price direction, dated  February 2000
–

and moved – That the Assembly takes note of the paper.

Question – put and passed.

14 HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CARE  – STANDING COMMITTEE – REPORT NO. 3
– PUBLIC HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS – GOVERNMENT RESPONSE – MOTION
TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care) presented the following paper:

Health and Community Care – Standing Committee – Report No. 3 – Report on the inquiry into
public hospital waiting lists (presented 24 November 1999) – Government response –

and moved – That the Assembly takes note of the paper.

Debate adjourned (Mr Wood) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the
next sitting.

15 SUPERVISED INJECTING PLACE TRIAL – MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care), by leave, made a ministerial statement
concerning the supervised injecting place trial.

16 HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CARE – STANDING COMMITTEE – REPORT
NO. 5 –  RESPITE CARE SERVICES – MOTION THAT REPORT BE NOTED

Mr Wood (Chairman) presented the following report:

Health and Community Care – Standing Committee - Report No. 5 – Respite care services in the
ACT, dated 29 February 2000, together with a copy of the extracts of the minutes of proceedings –

and moved – That the report be noted.

Debate ensued.

Debate adjourned (Mr Moore – Minister for Health and Community Care) and the resumption of
the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
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17 GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS CONFIDENTIALITY BILL 2000

Mr Moore, pursuant to notice as an Executive Member, presented a Bill for an Act to restrict the
cases in which terms of a government contract may be kept confidential, and for other purposes.

Paper: Mr Moore presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Moore moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Ms Carnell – Chief Minister) and the resumption of the debate made an order of
the day for the next sitting.

18 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2000

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question - That this
Bill be agreed to in principle -

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the
next sitting.

19 COTTER RIVER REPEAL BILL 2000

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question - That this
Bill be agreed to in principle -

Debate resumed.

Question - That this Bill be agreed to in principle - put and passed.

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.

Question - That this Bill be agreed to - put and passed.

20 ADJOURNMENT

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) moved - That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question - put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 5.02 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 7 March at 10.30 a.m.
___________________________

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.
___________________________

             M.J. McRAE
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly


