
25 October 2013  

I thank the ACT Legislative Assembly for the opportunity to make a public submission to the Inquiry 

into Vulnerable Road Users. I believe the following issues are important in improving the safety of 

vulnerable road users and encouraging increased active transport in the ACT.  

Legislate ‘a metre matters’ 

In line with the policies advocated by the Amy Gillett Foundation, enact legislation requiring drivers to 

allow a minimum one metre overtaking distance.   

Investigate the introduction of ‘strict liability’ legislation 

The majority of jurisdictions in Europe have legislation which places responsibility on motorists in the 

majority of collisions between motor vehicles and a vulnerable road user. Such legislation would need 

to balance the rights and responsibilities of all road users, but would be a useful legal support for 

vulnerable road users.  

Implement the hierarchy of road users in new road works and developments.  

Both TAMS and the NCA have policies in place to prioritise active travel over the use of private motor 

vehicles. Unfortunately walking and cycling is most often given lower priority over vehicles in 

developments, including locations with high foot traffic. In planning, building or re-developing road 

infrastructure, precedence should be given to active transport. 

Shared path crossings  

The treatment used on the DeBurgh Street, Lyneham bicycle crossing should be used elsewhere in 

the ACT to provide priority to cycle traffic, improve safety and encourage active transport. This is 

especially so where cycle and pedestrian traffic volume is higher than vehicle traffic volume (eg 

Garryowen Drive, Black Mountain Peninsula).  

Signage and lighting have been improved at many pedestrian crossings in the ACT, which is 

welcome. The new Liversidge Street pedestrian crossing at ANU has excellent visibility, lighting and 

gives pedestrians clear priority over vehicles. On the other hand the heavily used nearby ‘trunk-route’ 

shared path is poorly lit and provides no priority over vehicle traffic. Lighting and signage at shared 

path crossings should be improved.  

Increase funding to improve and maintain the off-road cycle/shared path network. 

Cycling away from traffic is safer, reduces perceived conflict with motorists and encourages less 

confident cyclists. Off road shared paths need to be improved to increase their safety and amenity. 

The Netherlands provides best practise examples of safe, well designed facilities which are integrated 

with the broader transport network. The current level of funding in the ACT is inadequate to improve 

facilities, and funding shortages result in substandard maintenance.  

Provide separate facilities for cyclists and pedestrians in high traffic areas.  

Whilst relatively inexpensive, shared paths are not the best solution for all cycle and walking paths. 

Shared paths with very high pedestrian and cyclist traffic such as west of the Commonwealth Avenue 

Bridge, over the Commonwealth Avenue and over the Kings Avenue bridges create discomfort, 

conflict and inconvenience. In such locations foot and bicycle traffic should be separated, increasing 

actual and perceived safety and encouraging both modes of active transport.  

Repeal the requirement that cyclists dismount at pedestrian crossings.  

This regulation is almost universally ignored. Adherence to the requirement to dismount at pedestrian 

crossings is not cost free – it is an inconvenience and deterrent to cyclists and people thinking of 

cycling. The regulation is inconsistent with the goal of increasing cycling in the ACT, the claimed 

safety benefit is not worth the cost and enforcement of the regulation would waste police resources. 

Regards, 

 

Toby Driscoll 


