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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO VULNERABLE ROAD USERS 
 
The most vulnerable road users in the ACT are pedestrians, especially the young, the aged and those 
with a range of disabilities. 
 
Pedestrians are the most neglected group of road users in Canberra, a city based around the car and, 
increasingly, cyclists. 
 
The increase in cyclists in Civic in recent years has seen the development of a very dangerous 
situation with cyclists using the footpaths and other pedestrian areas in Civic as major traffic 
thoroughfares.  For example, cyclists riding on the footpaths at the bus interchange in Civic regularly 
travel in numbers at high speed weaving though pedestrian traffic and people waiting for buses.  The 
cyclists are intimating to pedestrians using the interchange especially the aged and disabled. 
 
Similarly, cyclists travel at speed past shop doors and through confined walkways such as those 
generated by outdoor eating facilities posing grave dangers to pedestrians. 
 
Almost all cyclists ignore the requirement to dismount at pedestrian crossing and pedestrian lights (I 
have never seen a cyclist dismount as required).  Cyclists often cross pedestrian crossing at high 
speed weaving through pedestrians. This law should be rigorously enforced and any attempt to 
remove this requirement should be resisted.  
 
There has been discussion of Copenhagen as a model for Canberra in the way it handles cyclists.  
Copenhagen works because of the separation of cyclists from pedestrians and from cars (and a 
greater compliance with road rules by cyclists than is the case in Canberra). 
 
The cycle lanes recently built in Civic do not replicate those found in Copenhagen, they change from 
being part of a footpath to being part of a road, do not separate cyclists from cars and see little use 
with cyclists preferring to use footpaths. 
 
What is needed is more separation of people in their different transport modes. 
 
The ACT Government needs to act immediately to: 
 

• Ban cycling in areas of high pedestrian use such as the footpaths at the Civic Bus 
Interchange, within 10 metres of a shop, Garema Place, footpaths with outdoor eating 
facilities and other footpaths around Civic 

 
• Enforce the requirement for cyclists to dismount at pedestrian crossings and pedestrian 

lights (and resisting strongly and suggestion from cycling groups that this requirement be 
repealed) 

 
• Consider banning cyclists from using footpaths throughout Canberra 

 
• Educate cyclists on responsible cycling and the need to respect pedestrians. 

 
Ian McMahon 
PO Box 783 
Civic Square ACT 2608 
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