
Melrose High School: Road safety submission for ACT Legislative Assembly 
Inquiry into Vulnerable Road Users 

Pedestrian traffic concerns on the corner of Athllon Drive and Mawson Drive, Mawson 

Joint submission being made by: 
George Palavestra 
David Cross: 

Principal Melrose High School, 
Melrose High School Board Chair and P&C 

This submission is a summary of the actions and inactions of the ACT Government to 
support the safe movement of students and the general public across Athllon Drive, a 6 lane 
arterial road with a speed limit of 80km/h. Over the past 9 years, the Melrose High School 
Board, Melrose High School Parents and Citizens Association, Teachers, Students and the 
Australian Education Union have expressed safety concerns about the intersection of 
Athllon Drive, Mawson Drive and Beasley Streets in Mawson/Pearce. 
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Context: 

Melrose High School student population 

• has varied from a high of 820 students in 2007 to a current population of just over 

700 students. 

• 75% of the students travelled from outside the Priority Enrolment Area by bus. 

• Students travel to Melrose from over 50 suburbs in and around Canberra region 

making it impossible to service this need with dedicated bus school services 

departing from the front of the school. 

• Approximately 400 students access the Athllon Drive Beasley/Mawson Drive 

intersection within a 20 minute window at the conclusion of the school day. The vast 

majority are looking to access the south bound bus services which stops on the 

diagonal corner to the school. 

• The volume of pedestrian traffic has also been compounded with the installation of a 

Park and Ride facility which has increased the number of community members also 

accessing this area and crossing. 

Road traffic environment concerns 

• Cars travel at the legal speed limit of 80 km/h on Athllon Drive. Other than 4 small 

signs on poles in the middle of the traffic island alerting motorist to beware of 

pedestrians, no other traffic calming devices exist to protect pedestrians 

• Dedicated left and right turning lanes have been installed to allow for improved 

traffic flow. The effect is to create a pathway crossing of 111anes to negotiate to get 

to the diagonal side of the road. 

• Refuge islands have been eroded on Athllon drive further restricting the safe size 

and space pedestrians have to stand if there is insufficient time cross all lanes. 

• Zebra crossings exist between each corner and left turning lanes. This is also shared 

by cyclists. A small triangular refuge island can accommodate 10 -15 students while 

they wait for the green traffic light. 

• A cycle path which goes under Athllon drive does exist between Marist College and 

Melrose High School. This pathway does not connect with any exit points from the 

school and would require students to circumnavigate the school grounds to access 

the path to the bus stop. 



Actions undertaken and responses so far 

• The P&C and the Melrose High School Board have been actively lobbying and seeking 

support to create a safe pathway across Athllon Drive since 2005. 

• Consultations have included TaMS, ACTION Buses, Department of Education, 

Australian Education Union, Workcover, Chief Ministers Office, MHS Student 

Representative Council, Principal staff of Melrose High School and local community 

representatives. 

• While all parties have acknowledged the difficulty of managing teenagers on mass, 
many trying to beat the traffic to catch their respective buses, no traffic calming 

devices, safety barriers or alternative bus routes/timetables have eventuated. 

TaMS, Action and the Chief Minister Dependent all refer responsibility back to the 

school to teach students to cross the road safely. 

• Regular reminders about safety concerns are shared at whole school assemblies, 

school newsletters and individual counselling of students is undertaken. While 

students understand the dangers and protocols of crossing the road, common sense 

evaporates when confronted with the possibility of missing their bus. 

• Options for improving the safety at this intersection that have been explored include 

o Reducing the speed limit 40km/h during peak arrival and departure times. 

TaMS have indicated that would cause more disruption to the road network 

and has been dismissed. 

o Building an overpass was deemed to be too expensive. 

o Placing barriers on median strips was claimed to be a traffic hazard, 

ineffectual and expensive 

o Rerouting bus services for a 20 minute period of the day to pick up students 

on either Beasley or Marr street would impose too many implication for the 

whole bus network 

o Creating a dedicated bus pickup point between Marist and Melrose so that 

student could access this from the underpass was dismissed as too expensive 

as significant road construction would be required. 

o Adjusting the traffic signal pattern to allow pedestrians to move diagonally 

across the intersection was seen as the most cost effective and simplest 

solution. TaMS priority is to ensure vehicle movement ahead of pedestrian 

movement was dismissed. 



• A teacher duty was initiated by the school to manage the flow of students. This has 

OH&S and legal repercussions as the staff member on duty does not have, nor do 

they wish to have, traffic or intersection management authority. The teacher on duty 

endeavors to manage the flow of students from the school grounds but does not 

have control once the students start the crossing process. This adds an additional 

stress for the teacher on duty as members of the public have the unrealistic 

expectation that they control the intersection. 

• Local police services have been asked to periodically attend the intersection to 

reinforce road rules. To the school's knowledge this has not been possible due to 

priority workload issues. 

Conclusion 

The priority ofthe Melrose Community is to ensure that our students along with members 

of the public are provided with a safe crossing point over a very significant arterial road. It is 

too simplistic to abrogate all responsibility to the individual or school as the nature of the 

pedestrians is more unpredictable. Workcover representatives have acknowledged that 

even with 10 teachers on duty, the capacity to effectively manage the intersection at the 

peak time of 3.10 pm would still be ineffective due to the multiple pathways the student can 

access the intersection. This means the current arrangements do not provide the 

community with a safe sustainable management of pedestrian traffic. 

Regrettably, a fatality seems to be the only mechanism which may facilitate a serious 

attempt to solve this problem. This is too higher price to pay for that action. On behalf of 

the parents, students and local community I am seeking a serious consideration of 

meaningful action to provide safe passage for both motorists and pedestrians on this key 

intersection. I appreciate that budgetary process will impact on the possible solutions. Some 

of the options explored previously provide cost effective solutions with positive outcomes. 

It will take some direction from government to ensure that this occurs. 

We are available to discuss this further at your convenience. 

Yours sincerely 

George Palavestra David Cross 

Principal Melrose High School Board Chair 
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Sample of correspondence from various parties highlights the progression of negations 

frustration and experienced by the school. 

From: Mole, Tony 
Sent: Tuesday, 1 
To: Palavestra, George 
Subject: Traffic issue update [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear George, 

As discussed last week, the ACT Council of Parents & Citizens Association is intending to write to the 
Government about our t raffic issues and the limited progress toward resolution. 

It would help them if they had a clear understanding of: 

• what the detailed issues are, 
• what Melrose would like done about it, and, 
• what has been done (effective or otherwise) in an effort to have the issues addressed . 

Any information you can provide would be appreciated . 

Kind regards, 

Tony 
Melrose P&C President 



From: Ballard, Leanne 
Sent: Monday, 19 Dec - ·- ' . - · 
To: Feldner, Jason (ACTGOV); Brown, David (ACTGOV) 
Cc: Taylor, John (ACTGOV); McCabe, Mark (ACTGOV); Palavestra, George 
Subject: FW: Melrose High School - Athllon Drive 

Jason and David 

I recently received documentation from George Palavestra Principal of Melrose High School that 

indicate the history of this issue back to 2005 (see below). 

David while I note that you have suggested a joint meeting I will undertake to progress action 

outside of a meeting and call one if we are unable to reach agreement on suitable/reasonable 

measures. 

I understand that there is still a significant problem regarding safe egress and that the issue relates 

to student access to Tuggeranong Route Buses accessed on the other side of Athllon dr. with 

students crossing the road in large groups and at times diagonally against the signals . 

I note that the school has in place a Crossing Supervision Protocol which includes detail on dealing 
with non-compliant behaviour at this intersection to address behavioural issues (agreed action 

of November 2009} . 

I have contacted John Taylor Capital Works Officer in ACT Roads and on his advice will be 

forwarding on a request to Rifaat Shoukrallah Manager Traffic Management and Safety fo r works to 

assist with the management of the student pedestrian traffic, with a follow up letter to Gary Biles, 
Director General TaMs to seek support to progress action. 

I have also spoken with Mark McCabe and agreed to inform him of the progression of action on this 

matter. 

In order to progress action could you please assist by: 

• providing any report/ risk assessment documentation to support the determination of the 

installation of the pedestrian barriers as the appropriate control. (John seemed to indicate that 

they felt the median strip was too narrow to undertake this action as per the Namadgi model). 

N.B. I will forward this documentation along with my request to Rifaat. 

As noted in previous action on this issue: 

• Could you also confirm on the basis of your inspection/investigation whether the warning 

signs were installed on all approaches by ACT Roads and 

• whether there were any results shared from the 2009 Survey of student bus travel patterns 

(I assume this was school based survey) . 

Regards, 

Leanne Ballard I A/g Manager, Health and Wellbeing 

www.det.act.gov.au 



From: Brown, David 
Sent: Friday, 18 November 2011 3:08PM 
To: Ballard, Leanne 
Cc: Ellis, Stewart; Tankard, Kim (ACTEDU); Baker, Caleb (ACTEDU) 
Subject: FW: Melrose High School - Athllon Drive 

Hi Leanne 
I know this is no longer my brief but ... (See email from Kim) 
As this issue seems no closer to resolution I would like to propose a resolution discussed by Stewart 
Ellis and myself. 
As there are multiple Government stakeholders historically involved in this issue, I propose that a 
meeting be arranged between all parties to find an acceptable and reasonable solution. 
Issues to be discussed could be: 

• Pedestrian barriers on Athllon Dr (similar to the ones at the Namdagi School) 

• Bus stop locations and speed zones 

• Staggered exit times from the school. 
If you agree, could you please arrange a meeting between TAMS, ACTION, ETD, CMDD, Shared 
Services and Worksafe ACT. I believe it would be prudent to invite the AEU as part of the 
consultative process. 
I am available for the meeting if required. 

Happy to discuss 

Regards 

David Brown 
Manager, Injury Prevention Team 
Justice & Community Safety Directorate I ACT Government 

From: Tankard, Kim 
Sent: Thursday, 17 
To: Tonkin, Nikki; Ellis, Stewart; Kary, Mary; Brown, David 
Cc: Baker, Caleb (ACTEDU) 
Subject: Melrose High School - Athllon Drive 

Dear Nikki, Stewart, Mary and David 

I have a collection of emails, where there are various questions asked by some of 
you to others re our issues with the dangers of our students crossing Ath llon Drive 
and the risks posed to staff who are now supervising th is area. 

I have had no response from anyone for a very long time but it is still an issue. 

Please up-date me as to who is looking into this, what has happened and advise me 
on where else I may turn for assistance with this if you are unable to assist. 

Yours sincerely 

KCtwT~cL 
Principal {HD} 



21 November 2011 

Katy Gallagher 
Chief Minister, 
Australian Capital Territory 

Dear Chief Minister, 

Improved Safety for Melrose Children crossing Athllon Drive 

The purpose of this letter is to seek your intervention to obtain a safer 
crossing environment for our children at Melrose High School, Pearce ACT. 

Melrose sits on the intersection of Athllon Drive and Beasley Street. The 
intersection is controlled by traffic lights which include pedestrian controls. 
This stretch of Athllon is an 80km/h zone. It is a primary access road for 
Philip and Woden, a main artery to Tuggeranong from northern Canberra and 
services the busy Mawson shops and surrounding suburbs. 

The traffic lights create their own issues with vehicles speeding up to get 
through lights before they change. Drivers can be unaware of the Melrose 
children since there is no signage or flashing lights indicating a school 
precinct. 

While dedicated school buses access the school on Marr Street, 
approximately 200 students every day travel to and from Melrose via normal 
commuter bus services which have bus stops sited along Athllon Drive. This 
means that children arriving or leaving on services heading to Tuggeranong 
need to cross Athllon Drive at some of the busiest times of the day. 

An underpass exists further down Athllon towards Woden. For students to 
access this facility would add approximately a 1/2km walk to and from the bus 
stop and is for most an inconvenience and is not utilised. 

Also, Athllon is divided into a number of speed zones including a 60km/h zone 
which stretches up to the boarder with the adjacent Marist College. The zone 
changes to 80km/h as it passes Melrose. 

Over the past few years the school has made representation to various 
organisations including the ACT government in an attempt to have something 
done to improve the safety of the intersection. To date little has been 
achieved. Teachers, who are required under the terms of their employment 
but also out of personal concern for the children's safety, supervise students 
each morning and afternoon as they cross the intersection. Trying to control 
200 students from the edge of Athllon is stressful for the teachers and can at 
times be dangerous to their own safety. 



Melrose has experienced tragedy in the past which resulted in the death of 
one student and the re-routing of Melrose Drive. The school believes that 
action must be taken now before serious injury occurs to either a student or 
teacher. The school would like to see: 

• A reduction to the speed zone during school hours to at least 60km/h 
and, more desirably, 40km/h as it is at other school zones; 

• A range of signage installed on all approach roads including flashing 
lights if possible; 

• Installation of suitable infrastructure, such as a bridge or underpass, to 
remove children from sharing the road with traffic; and 

• Any other measure that would improve the safety of school's students 
as they travel to and from Melrose each day. 

As Chief Minister and a former student of the school I implore your 
government to take immediate and appropriate action to resolve this 
unsatisfactory situation before another tragedy occurs. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Cross 
Parent 
Melrose High School 



Response to David Cross (School Board Chair) 

services 
Date: Tue, 29 Nov 2011 23:51:33 +0000 

Dear David 

Thank you for taking the time to discuss your concerns regarding the above with the Chief 
Minister recently on her regular radio talkback program and subsequently with me. 

As discussed I have included below a brief history regarding this issue based on information 
available to me: 

• February 2005 
Correspondence indicates that a meeting was held to address concerns raised by 
Melrose High School. In attendance- Dept Urban Services (Transport Policy), Dept 
Education and Training, Roads ACT, Melrose High School Principal. At this meeting 
ACTION was requested to review afternoon school bus services for students travelling 
from Melrose High School and Marist College to Tuggeranong. 

At the same time ACTION was requested to consider redirecting route services 65 and 
312 that coincided with the end of the school day, to travel along Marr Street rather 
than Athllon Drive. 

A number of possible solutions have been explored to minimise the risk to students 
when crossing Athllon Drive. Unfortunately none of these options appears feasible to 
implement. 

• July 2005 
Minister Corbell advises that: 
Options considered to alleviate safety concerns included: 

Install bus stop near underpass 
Increase in dedicated school bus services 
Divert regular route services into Marr Street 
Consideration of rationalisation of dedicated school bus services 

• April 2008 Melrose High Schoof/etter to Minister Hargraves requesting the following 
suggested solutions: 

Continuing the 60 Kph zone that commences at Athllon Drive near Melrose 
High School 
Providing an overpass for students to cross Athllon Drive 
Reducing the speed limit along Athllon Drive near Melrose High School to 
40Kph 



Placement of speed humps (traffic calming devices) along Athllon Drive 
Changing the traffic sequencing to stop all traffic to allow students safe 
crossing of Athllon Drive 

• May 2008 Minister Hargraves to Melrose High School advising that: 
Left turn bay constructed at the intersection of Marr and Beasley Streets to 
improve traffic flow 
Roads ACT assessment of traffic and pedestrian safety roads surrounding 
Melrose High School did not identify the need to implement any measures at 
the intersection of Athllon Drive and Beasley Street 
The signalised intersection allows adequate timing for students to cross 
Athllon Drive in one stage 
The nearby underpass provides safe access 
Based on the above, there are no plans for additional measures including an 
overpass 

• November 2009 Minister Stanhope letter to Melrose High School advising that: 
He had met on site with Ms Elaine Bartlett {Chair Melrose High School Board) 
and others to discuss safety concerns with students crossing Athllon Drive. 
Meeting resulted in: 
Closer liaison with ACTION 
Survey of Student use of bus travel patterns 
Request for installation of warning signs on all approaches 
Minister noted that students were crossing Athllon Drive against walk signal 
and diagonally crossing away from signalised intersection 
Asked that the school address this behavioural issue with assistance from 
Roads ACT. 

The above is a summary and not intended to be a comprehensive history regarding this 
issue. Melrose High School records could provide additional relevant information regarding 
this issue. 



INTERSECTION OF ATHLLON DRIVE and BEASLEY STREET 

MEETING: 24 SEPTEMBER 2009 

ATTENDING: Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope 

AIM: 

NOTE: 

George Palavestra, Principal Melrose High 

Susan Daintith, Teacher and Board Rep at Melrose High 

Ruth Bartlett, Melrose High Student, SRC Representative 

Michael Keayes, Concerned community representative 

Elaine Bartlett, Parent Melrose High, School Board Chair 

To improve the safety of students from Melrose High (and Marist) after 
school each afternoon. 

Melrose High accepts responsibility to educate and supervise the 
students. 
This is reinforced on a regular basis but the physical environment and 
the impatience of adolescents needs to be mitigated to ensure their 
ongoing safety. 

How can the Chief Minister help our kids to survive? 

1. Over 75% of students live outside the Woden area with the 
majority living in the Tuggeranong Valley and having to travel home by 
bus each afternoon. 

2. School buses do not satisfy the student needs so they catch 
route buses necessitating crossing Athllon Drive each afternoon. 

3. Today, there are no Year 10 students present as they are all 
on work experience. As a result student numbers are reduced. 



SUMMARY OF EVENTS 2007-2009: 

(I believe this concern has been an ongoing matter for many years. This is just a summary 
for the past 2 years) 

June- Aug Detailed survey of bus use throughout whole school conducted which was an extension of 
2007 ACTION survey. Many hours spent by parents and deputy principal keying and collating results 

which were also sent to ACTION. 

September Meeting with ACTION requesting several changes to buses. 
2007 

Outcome- new school bus to take students to Tuggeranong Interchange. 
No other changes could be accommodated at that time. 
ACTION have not addressed any other requests since this meeting. 

April2008 Letter to John Hargraves as Minister for TAMS with suggested solutions as follows: 

• Continuing the 60km zone which starts at Athllon Drive near Marist School oval and 
continues along Melrose Drive; 

• Providing an overpass for students to cross Athllon Drive safely; 

• Reducing the speed limit to a 40km school zone and putting speed humps along 
Athllon Drive to make sure cars slow down; or 

• Changing the cycle of the lights to stop cars in 'all' directions after school finishes to 
enable students to cross safely in any direction. 

No apparent action has been taken. 

July 2008 Second Letter to John Hargraves. 

Reply stated meeting would take place with Transport staff. 

March 2009 Meeting with Transport staff to inspect intersection after school. 
Rifaat Shoukrallah and Lingam Jatheendran from TAMS attended. 

Agreed to hold meeting with school board to discuss options. 

May 2009 Rifaat and Lingam attended School Board meeting. ACTION unable to attend. 

Outcome agreed by those present- that relevant route buses be rerouted to pick up students in 
Beasley Street so they wouldn't have to cross Athllon Drive. New Bus stop to be created. No 
action to date. 

June 2009 Meeting organised with ACTION -Stephen Colbert. Meeting did not take place. Cancelled by 
Stephen. 

July 2009 Spoke with Lorraine Bican from TAMS on 23 and 24 July retrying to meet with ACTION. 

Outcome- GM ACTION to phone me. Still waiting for phone call. 



Letter by a concerned resident of Farrer 

Hi, 

I often drive along Athllon drive at around 3-3:30 pm heading from Woden to Torrens 
to pick up my daughter who attends Torrens Primary school 

Each day I see students from your school heading from school to the bus stop on 
Athllon drive. I am really concerned that one day a child will be seriously injured or 
killed crossing that road. You see, the speed limit there is 80 km/h. Many drivers do 
not slow down even when many children are gathered on the side or in the middle of 
the road. Often students run across the road against the lights when there is clearly 
a "don't walk" light on. Sometimes they don't even cross at the lights but further 
along the road. I know for a fact that a number of students have already been hit 
over the years, although thankfully none seriously hurt or killed. 

Yesterday I was stopped at the red light heading south toward Torrens. The light for 
traffic in the opposite direction ( heading to Woden) had just gone green and the few 
cars stopped there moved off. A few students decided to run across the road once 
those cars had moved past them but they failed to see another car approaching the 
intersection at speed. The driver noticed them and flashed his headlights but didn't 
appear to slow down. The students had already stepped onto the road, then saw 
him coming and pulled back onto the road side. One student didn't see the car 
approaching and continued to cross. The car had to brake very hard not to hit this 
young man and the young man himself had to move very quickly not to get hit. It 
was very close. 

I wonder if it would be possible to get the road authorities to investigate and get a 
variable speed limit introduced just on that section of road and only for half an hour 
after school when the students are crossing. Before school doesn't seem to be such 
a problem because there are fewer students congregating all at the same time and 
from my observations in the morning when I travel from Torrens to Woden the 
students seem to cross with more care. It is only in the afternoon that I see much 
potential for a serious accident, because of how many students are gathered all at 
once, and because some of them are very reckless. Having said that, reducing the 
limit in the morning surely wouldn't hurt. 

Are there any safegaurds already in place for the safety of students crossing that 
road? 

Michael Keayes 



Letters by Elaine Bartlett School Board Chair and P&C President 
March 2008 

Hi all 
We met with ACT Govt on Friday as planned . Much discussion took place 
and it was decided that we hold a meeting with the 2 reps, and possibly 
ACTION to make decisions about the next steps . 
It is proposed that we convene the next Board meeting early, say at 4 .30, 
and start off with discussions on the intersection with the ACT Govt 

reps . We are next meeting on Tuesday April 7 . Can everyone make 
that time? 
Secondly I would like to gather all the suggestions put forward and put a 
paper together so that we are all on the same page for the meeting . If 
necessary we may have to meet before April 7 but I would like to try and 
do via email. 
To kick things off the points so far are : 

1. Reduce the speed along Athllon to 40kph . We have precedence for 
this at Chapman Primary and I think there was also one other school 
mentioned on Friday. Can someone please e laborate? 

2. Educate the students on an ongoing basis about crossing the road and 
personal safety. My understanding is that this is done continuously. 

3 . Have the main route buses pass the school between 3.15 and 
3 . 45pm . There is no bus stop between the interchange and across 
the road . This would not be a major diversion for the buses but 
Action would need to be consulted and agree to this . 

4 . Have students use the underpass . 

Could I please have any extra points asap but before March 20. 
I will then send them out to everyone and ask you all to priorit ise the 
suggestions . 
Could you also let me know if 4 . 30 on April 7 is not convenient asap so I 
can invite the ACT govt reps . 
George/Fiona/Catrina, could you please send this to Gil lian and let me know 
her email address . Thanks . 
Thank you all. 
Regards for now 
Elaine 



Letter t o Steve Kyburz Sout h Canberra Weston Network Leader 

Hi Steve 

Yes Melrose High have been in dialogue with ACTION for over 2 years that 
I am aware of but with little success. 

1. We took part in the ACTION Survey throughout the whole school in 
2007 and added extra questions to obtain more information . Parents 
and teachers took HOURS collating the information into a database etc 
AND mapping the routes the buses took in order to understand where 
they were going. Eg one bus took 1 hour to get to the end of the 
route. Why would a high school student want to spend that long on a 
bus when they can get a route bus! This matter is also tied up with 
the Beasley st and Athllon Drive intersection which after school is 
bedlam and a major safety concern with many near misses of students 
being hit by cars travelling at 80 kph. (Sorry but I think this is going 
to be a long email). The culmination of that work resulted in a meeting 
with ACTION in Sept 2007. A summary of what we wanted is 
attached. The result was a dedicated bus to Tuggeranong Interchange 
and then there was no more follow up by ACTION. 

2. As a member of the School Board we wrote to the ACT govt about our 
concerns about the intersection. After 2 letters we met with TAMS 
people who suggested that we meet with ACTION. ( I can provide more 
detail and copies of letters if required). We had a Board meeting in 
early 2009 that was attended by TAMS and Action were supposed to 
attend. They did not show up. I then set up a meeting with Stephen 
Colbert in June 2009. I received a phone call on the day of the 
meeting to say something urgent had come up and besides he was no 
longer in the role. 

3. I then got onto Lorraine Bican whom I spoke to a couple of time to try 
and get dialogue (I have more detail on this and everything I am putting 
in here but trying to be as brief as possible). The end result was that 
she said that the GM of ACTION would phone me - I am still waiting 
for that call. 

4. I went on to the Chief Minister's talkback on 666 radio to try and get 
action. After I was on the radio second time John Stanhope said that 
he would meet with me at the intersection. That meeting took place the 
last Thursday of term 3 this year. I have attached some papers I gave 
to Stanhope. I also printed out a bundle of emails etc with more info 
that I gave him as I did not think he would have these presented to 



him. I can provide copies, if required. The result of the meeting was 
that ACTION (Stephen Colbert) wanted to know where students went 
etc. We said we were happy to conduct a survey. 

5. After 3 weeks of gentle reminding, I finally received the requirements 
from ACTION. The survey has been conducted and I have to finish 
collating the results of the 800 responses. ACTION said that they 
would look at the routes etc. Marist buses all go past our school. I 
don't see why they need the survey to eg Marist have 2 Kambah buses, 
Melrose have 1. Why cant they (ACTION) see the numbers on the 3 
buses and either have 2 buses for both schools OR break up Kambah into 
3 if nos warrant it. I get the feeling that they are always wanting the 
'client' to do something hoping it will go away and they wont have to do 
anything but that is just a personal viewpoint. 

Sorry that this is rambling but I have costumes to finish for a dance 
concert at Canberra theatre tonight but had to send in something from our 
school. 

I am happy to elaborate more if required. 

I can be contacted 

Regards 

Elaine Bartlett 
School Board Chair 
Melrose High 




