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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 98 

WEDNESDAY, 2 MAY 2007 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members 
not being present, the Speaker (Mr Berry) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in 
silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

 2 SPEECH TIMING CLOCKS—STATEMENT BY SPEAKER 
The Speaker made a statement concerning the speech timing clocks. 

 3 PETITIONS 

The Clerk announced that the following Members had lodged petitions for 
presentation: 

Dr Foskey, from 265 residents, requesting that the Assembly effectively ban the use of 
battery cages in egg production in the ACT. 

Mr Pratt, from 1909 residents, requesting that the Assembly act to ensure that a formal 
request is made immediately to the Commonwealth Government for assistance in the 
installation of a temporary low level crossing at Tharwa. 

 4 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2007 (NO. 2) 
Mr Mulcahy, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Financial 
Management Act 1996. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Mulcahy moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stanhope—Treasurer) and the resumption of the debate made 
an order of the day for the next sitting. 
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 5 ANIMAL WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Animal 
Welfare Act 1992, and for other purposes. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Dr Foskey moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stanhope—Minister for the Environment, Water and Climate 
Change) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next 
sitting. 

 6 GAMING MACHINE AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an 
Act to amend the Gaming Machine Act 2004. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stefaniak moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stanhope—Treasurer) and the resumption of the debate made 
an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 7 NATIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS TRADING SCHEME 
Ms Porter, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly calls on the 
Commonwealth Government to work with the States and Territories to establish a 
national greenhouse gas emissions trading scheme. 

Mr Mulcahy moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes that the Prime Ministerial Task Group on emissions trading, announced 
on 10 December, is currently inquiring into a global emissions trading scheme 
in which Australia could participate and will report by 31 May; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to work with the Australian Government after the 
task force reports to implement any recommendations that it makes.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Mulcahy’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 6   NOES, 9 
Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Mr Corbell Ms Porter 
Mr Seselja   Dr Foskey Mr Stanhope 
Mr Smyth   Ms Gallagher  

And so it was negatived. 

Debate continued. 

Question—put and passed. 
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 8 CONCESSIONS PROGRAM—REVIEW 
Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the importance of concessions to low-income ACT residents; and 

(b) the ACT Government: 

(i) was conducting a wide ranging review of its concessions program 
between 2001 and 2004; and 

(ii) is yet to respond to or release the findings of this review; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) complete the review of concessions; and 

(b) present the findings and a government response to the Assembly by 
December 2007. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 9 MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) informed the Assembly of the absence of 
Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Territory and Municipal Services) and advised the 
Assembly that questions without notice normally directed to Mr Hargreaves could be 
directed to Mr Stanhope. 

 10 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 11 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper: 

Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Battery egg production—
Banning—Dr Foskey (619 signatures). 

 12 ANIMAL WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL 2007—EXPLANATORY 
STATEMENT 

Dr Foskey, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Animal Welfare Amendment Bill 2007—Explanatory statement. 

 13 CONCESSIONS PROGRAM—REVIEW 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Dr Foskey (see entry 8)— 

Debate resumed by Ms Gallagher (Minister for Disability and Community Services), 
who moved the following amendment: Omit all words after paragraph (1)(b) “the 
ACT Government”, substitute: 

 “(i) completed a wide ranging review of its concession program in 
2002; and 

 (ii) is yet to respond to or release the findings of this review; and 
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(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) conduct a current review into concessions; and 

(b) present the findings to the Assembly by December 2007.”. 

Mrs Burke moved the following amendment to Ms Gallagher’s proposed amendment: 
Add, after paragraph (2)(b): 

“(c) table the 2002 Concession Program Review Report by c.o.b. today.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mrs Burke’s amendment to Ms Gallagher’s proposed amendment be 
agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 8 
Mrs Burke Mr Pratt  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Seselja  Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Ms Porter 
Mr Mulcahy   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 

And so it was negatived. 

Question—That Ms Gallagher’s amendment be agreed to—put and passed. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the importance of concessions to low-income ACT residents; and 

(b) the ACT Government: 

(i) completed a wide ranging review of its concession program in 
2002; and 

(ii) is yet to respond to or release the findings of this review; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) conduct a current review into concessions; and 

(b) present the findings to the Assembly by December 2007.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 14 GOOD GOVERNANCE 
Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the document A Code of Good Government produced by the Australian 
Labor Party in 2001, which lists the qualities of openness, responsibility 
and accountability as qualities that “will frame the manner in which a 
Labor Government in the Territory will go about its business”; 

(b) the failure of some ACT Government departments to adequately respond 
to questions relating to expenditure, specifically on meals, travel and 
entertainment; 
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(c) the failure of these departments to keep adequate records to properly 
quantify, describe and justify these spending decisions; and 

(d) the failure of the ACT Government and relevant Ministers to ensure that 
good governance principles, including openness, responsibility and 
accountability, are adhered to; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) provide the people of the ACT with an assurance that ACT Government 
spending can be detailed and measured to provide a tangible benefit to the 
people of Canberra; and 

(b) provide a guarantee that ensuring good governance is a priority of the 
ACT Government. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) moved the following amendment: Omit paragraphs 
(1)(b), (c) and (d), substitute: 

“(b) the Government’s record of achievement based on its commitment to the 
Code; and 

(c) the contrast between this record and that of the previous Liberal 
Government; and”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Stanhope’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Dunne Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Dr Foskey Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Mr Mulcahy Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the document A Code of Good Government produced by the Australian 
Labor Party in 2001, which lists the qualities of openness, responsibility 
and accountability as qualities that “will frame the manner in which a 
Labor Government in the Territory will go about its business”; 

(b) the Government’s record of achievement based on its commitment to the 
Code; and 

(c) the contrast between this record and that of the previous Liberal 
Government; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) provide the people of the ACT with an assurance that ACT Government 
spending can be detailed and measured to provide a tangible benefit to the 
people of Canberra; and 
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(b) provide a guarantee that ensuring good governance is a priority of the 
ACT Government.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 15 ADJOURNMENT 
It being past 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

 
Leave of absence to Member: Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) 
moved—That leave of absence be given to Mr Hargreaves for today’s and tomorrow’s 
sittings. 

Question—put and passed. 

 
Debate continued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly at 6.20 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Mr Hargreaves*. 

*on leave 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


