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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 
2008 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 3 

THURSDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2008 

The Assembly meets this day at 10 am 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Crimes Act 1900. 
(Notice given 10 December 2008). 

 *2 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to amend laws relating to the 
dumping of dangerous substances and litter, and for other purposes. (Notice given 
10 December 2008). 

 *3 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about road 
transport. (Notice given 10 December 2008). 

 *4 MS GALLAGHER: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Duties Act 1999 and 
the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000. (Notice given 10 December 2008). 

 *5 MR CORBELL: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Crimes Act 1900. 
(Notice given 10 December 2008). 
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 *6 MR CORBELL: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Classification 
(Publications, Films and Computer Games) (Enforcement) Act 1995. (Notice given 
10 December 2008). 

 *7 MR CORBELL: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Freedom of Information 
Act 1989. (Notice given 10 December 2008). 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Notices 

 1 MR RATTENBURY: To move—That this Assembly authorises officers of the 
Legislative Assembly Secretariat to have access to the records of all Assembly 
committees from this and previous Assemblies for the purposes of conducting a 
review (as part of a project involving the Australian National University’s 
Parliamentary Studies Centre) of the effectiveness of the committees’ oversight of 
government statutory appointments processes. (Notice given 9 December 2008. 
Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting 
weeks – standing order 125A.) 

 *2 MR CORBELL: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes: 

(a) expert scientific evidence confirms that human activity is causing a 
significant increase in global temperatures, which will have a dramatic 
impact on the sustainability of existing ecological systems and human 
settlements; 

(b) climate change is one of the greatest economic, social and 
environmental challenges facing the ACT community, and must be 
addressed accordingly and that it is imperative that the ACT moves to a 
low carbon future both swiftly and equitably; 

(c) Australia is a signatory to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and that the most recent Conference of the Parties 
agreed that emissions reductions of 25-40% will be necessary by 2020 
(compared to 1990 levels); and 

(d) the scientific understanding of climate change is evolving rapidly, and 
the ACT Climate Change Strategy and its greenhouse gas reduction 
target should be responsive to the best available scientific knowledge 
and experience to contribute to a safe climate outcome; 

  (2) resolves that the Standing Committee on Climate Change, Environment and 
Water inquire into and report on: 

(a) an appropriate target to be established in legislation, including: 
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(i) an appropriate date for the peaking of greenhouse gas emissions 
in the ACT; 

(ii) an appropriate target for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the ACT by 2012; and 

(iii) an appropriate target for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the ACT by 2020; 

(b) appropriate monitoring, reporting and review processes to accompany 
the target; and 

(c) the following issues associated with achieving the greenhouse gas 
reduction target: 

(i) the efficacy of existing programs within the current ACT Climate 
Change Strategy Weathering the Change, and the need for 
additional programs in the Strategy; 

(ii) the ACT’s future energy supplies, taking account of the draft 
ACT Government Energy Strategy due to be published in late 
2008 and options for sourcing or producing sufficient renewable 
energy to meet the needs of the ACT; 

(iii) climate change impacts on the sustainability of existing ecological 
communities; 

(iv) social equity and economic issues, costs and opportunities in 
achieving this target; 

(v) the relationship between the ACT’s legislated target and policy 
and measures agreed to and implemented at a national level; 

(vi) the acceptability of local and offshore offsets; 

(vii) the need to ensure that the ACT does not transfer its greenhouse 
emissions to other jurisdictions; 

(viii) the adequacy of existing data collection and methodology for the 
purpose of establishing a baseline year of 1990 or 2000 and for 
future monitoring and reporting purposes; and 

(ix) any other related matter; and 

(3) resolves that the Committee shall report by 30 July 2009. (Notice given 
10 December 2008. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper unless 
called on within 8 sitting weeks – standing order 125A.) 

___________________________________ 
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EXECUTIVE BUSINESS—continued 

Notices—continued 

 *8 MR CORBELL: To move—That, unless the Speaker fixes an alternative day or 
hour of meeting on receipt of a request in writing from an absolute majority of 
Members, or the Assembly otherwise orders, the Assembly shall meet as follows 
for 2009: 

February 10* 11 12 

 24* 25 26 

March 24* 25 26 

March/April 31* 1 2 

May 5* 6 7 

 11 

June 16* 17 18 

 23* 24 25 

August 18* 19 20 

 25* 26 27 

September 15* 16 17 

October 13* 14 15 

November 10* 11 12 

 17* 18 19 

December 8* 9 10 
 

*  Evening sitting – 7.30 pm to 10 pm 

(Notice given 10 December 2008. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper 
unless called on within 8 sitting weeks – standing order 125A.) 

Orders of the day 

 1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION (BLOCK 20 SECTION 23 HUME) 
ASSESSMENT FACILITATION BILL 2008: (Chief Minister): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2008—Mr Seselja). 

 2 APPROPRIATION BILL 2008-2009 (NO. 2): (Treasurer): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2008—Mr Smyth). 

 3 ROAD TRANSPORT (THIRD-PARTY INSURANCE) AMENDMENT BILL 
2008 (NO. 2): (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2008—Mr Smyth). 

___________________________________ 
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PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notice 

 1 MR HANSON: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that the Stanhope-Gallagher Government has failed to improve on key 
health performance indicators as measured in the Australian Medical 
Association Public Hospital Report Card 2008, specifically of concern to the 
Opposition is the ACT’s poor performances in key areas of: 

(a) Emergency Department waiting times; 

(b) Category One and Category Two elective surgery waiting times; and 

(c) bed occupancy rates; 

(2) recognises that the Stanhope-Gallagher Government: 

(a) spends the second highest amount in health funding per capita yet 
consistently achieves poor performance outcomes; 

(b) has now received a base rate increase in Commonwealth public hospital 
funding and that it can no longer relinquish responsibility for poor 
performances as it has done consistently over the previous seven and a 
half years; and 

(c) has over seven and a half years in government, failed to attract and 
retain appropriate numbers of general practitioners (GPs) to the ACT 
and that this failure has placed immense stress on our public hospital 
system; and 

(3) calls on the Stanhope-Gallagher Government to outline when it will improve: 

(a) the ACT’s performance in Emergency Department waiting times from 
the worst in Australia to be the best in Australia; 

(b) the ACT’s performance in Category One and Category Two elective 
surgery waiting times from the worst in Australia to be the best in 
Australia; 

(c) the ACT’s performance in bed occupancy rates from the worst in 
Australia to be the best in Australia; and 

(d) the number of GPs per capita to bring the ACT in line with the national 
average. (Notice given 9 December 2008. Notice will be removed from 
the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting weeks – standing 
order 125A.) 

Orders of the day 

 *1 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AMENDMENT BILL 2008: (Mrs Dunne) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 December 2008—
Mr Corbell). 
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 *2 ADOPTION AMENDMENT BILL 2008: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 10 December 2008—Mr Corbell).  

 *3 LAW OFFICER AMENDMENT BILL 2008: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 December 2008—Mr Corbell).  

 *4 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (MEMBERS' STAFF) AMENDMENT BILL 
2008 (NO. 2): (Mr Smyth) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
10 December 2008—Mr Stanhope).  

 *5 EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL 2008: (Ms Hunter) Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 December 2008—Mr Barr).  

 *6 GOVERNMENT AGENCIES (CAMPAIGN ADVERTISING) BILL 2008: 
(Mr Seselja) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
10 December 2008—Mr Corbell).  

 *7 CLIMATE CHANGE (GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS TARGETS) BILL 
2008 (NO 2): (Mr Seselja) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
10 December 2008—Mr Corbell).  

 *8 DUTIES (FIRST HOME OWNER EXEMPTION) AMENDMENT BILL 
2008: (Mr Seselja) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
10 December 2008—Ms Gallagher).  

 *9 ACT ECONOMY: Resumption of debate (from 10 December 2008—Ms Hunter, 
in continuation) on the motion of Mr Smyth—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the failure of the Stanhope-Gallagher Government to recognise the 
changes that were taking place in the ACT and national economies 
during 2008; 

(b) that the lack of appropriate action by the Stanhope Government will 
probably lead to the ACT Budget moving into deficit during 2008-09; 

(c) that the Chief Minister promised, during the 2008 ACT election 
campaign, that a re-elected Labor Government will not take the budget 
into deficit; and 

(d) that the Treasurer has subsequently stated “there is a very strong chance 
… the budget for next year will be in deficit”; 

(2) regrets the failure of the Stanhope-Gallagher Government to use an additional 
$1.6 billion in additional revenue to either secure the future of the ACT 
economy or improve essential services for Canberrans; and 

(3) condemns the Stanhope-Gallagher Government for its inaction in dealing 
with developments in the ACT economy. 

______________________________ 



 No. 3—11 December 2008 17 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Unanswered questions 

1-10. 

New questions 

(30 days expires 10 January 2009) 

 *11 MS BRESNAN: To ask the Minister for Health— 
(1) Given that the Australia and New Zealand Food Regulation Ministerial 

Council (Food Regulation Ministerial Council) announced at its meeting in 
October 2008 that there would be a review of all food labelling, will this 
review also cover the labelling of genetically engineered (GE) food which 
currently does not require the labelling of highly processed products or 
products derived from animals fed GE food. 

(2) What plans does the ACT Government have to progress the Australian Labor 
Party’s National Platform and Constitution which states that Labor is 
committed to effective product labelling to ensure consumers can make 
informed choices, that food should be labelled to ensure consumers know 
both the ingredients and processes used and that Labor also supports the 
comprehensive labelling of genetically modified food. 

(3) Given that although the ACT has a moratorium on GE crops, however GE 
canola and cottonseed products from NSW, Victoria and overseas may enter 
the ACT as ingredients in a wide range of processed food products, will the 
Government call for complete labelling of all genetically modified foods at 
the Food Regulation Ministerial Council, so that ACT families can choose to 
avoid these products. 

 *12 MR HANSON: To ask the Minister for Indigenous Affairs— 
 (1) What proportion of funding was dedicated to the Office of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Affairs in the 2008-09 Budget, as opposed to the areas 
of Multicultural Affairs, Women and Ageing. 

 (2) How many full-time equivalent staff currently are employed by the office; 
 (3) What are the strategic and policy objectives of the office. 
 (4) Do whole of government strategic and policy objectives exist to deal with 

indigenous issues; if so, what are they. 
 (5) How does this unit operate in terms of a whole of government approach to 

achieving the objectives set out in the Minister’s answer to part (3). 
 (6) Will the Minister provide a breakdown of all assets or infrastructure owned, 

managed or administered by this office and the value of these assets. 
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 (7) What is the purpose, structure, role, cost and activities of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Elected Body as well as the United Ngunnawal Elders 
Council and are there any (a) substantive measures or initiatives which have 
been introduced by either body and (b) reports which assess the success, 
progress or challenges faced by either body; if so, what are they. 

 (8) What is the status of all objectives which deal with indigenous health and 
education outcomes as set out in the ACT Human Capital Plan (April 2007) 
as well as the Canberra Social Plan. 

 *13 MR HANSON: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Can the Minister list the number of wards originally constructed at (a) The 

Canberra Hospital (TCH) and (b) Calvary Public Hospital (Calvary). 
 (2) Of those wards listed in part (1), how many are now being used for purposes 

other than the provision of bed spaces. 
 (3) In relation to part (2), what impact has the use of ward space for other 

purposes had on the number of possible bed spaces at TCH and Calvary. 
 (4) How many operating theatres are located at TCH and Calvary. 
 (5) Of these operating theatres listed in part (4), how many are in use. 
 (6) What is the usage of those operating theatres listed in parts (4) and (5) in 

terms of hours per day.  

 *14 MR HANSON: To ask the Minister for Corrections— 
 (1) Who were the companies that were contracted either directly or indirectly by 

the ACT Government to construct the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC) 
or to provide services that were necessary for the completion of the AMC and 
what were each of those services. 

 (2) What were the costs of each contract outlined in part (1) to the ACT 
Government for the provision of all services rendered. 

 (3) What was the initial expected completion date of the AMC, in the view of the 
ACT Government, and was this date stipulated in any contracts entered into 
by the Government. 

 (4) When did the ACT Government first become aware of any delays regarding 
the completion of the AMC, and where possible, can the Minister outline the 
nature of the delays as precisely as possible. 

 (5) When did the ACT Government initially expect to begin receiving prisoners 
into the AMC. 

 (6) How many staff will be employed directly or indirectly by the ACT 
Government for the provision of corrective services at the AMC. 

 (7) How many corrective services officers have been trained or retrained by or on 
behalf of the ACT Government purposely for the provision of corrective 
services at the AMC. 

 (8) In relation to part (7), can the Minister outline the numbers of corrective 
services officers that have graduated from courses provided or paid for by the 
ACT Government and on what dates they graduated. 
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 (9) In relation to part (8), subsequent to course graduation, can the Minister 
specify if corrective services officers are employed by the ACT Government 
and what is the nature of the work being undertaken by these graduates while 
the AMC remains offline. 

 (10) Can the Minister advise if those officers outlined in part (9) were employed as 
corrective officers from the commencement of their relevant courses. 

 (11) What has been the cost per month since November 2007 to the ACT 
Government for the remuneration of corrective services officers, as either 
trainees or graduate staff, that are or were intended to be employed at the 
AMC. 

 (12) In relation to part (11), what has been the retention rate of graduates or 
trainees that are or were intended to be employed at the AMC. 

 *15 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Transport— 
 (1) What, if any, is the current shortfall of drivers on the ACTION network and 

what initiatives is the Minister undertaking to recruit drivers. 
 (2) What is the current (a) timeliness of, (b) number of adult work trips on, (c) 

average costs per vehicle kilometre of and (d) average cost per passenger 
boarding of, ACTION services. 

 *16 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Transport— 
 (1) How much revenue has the Government collected from fixed speed cameras 

for the 2008-09 financial year to date. 
 (2) Are there any accident or other statistics that show a trend as a result of the 

installation of the cameras. 
 (3) Does the Government have plans to install any further fixed speed cameras. 
 (4) What work is currently being undertaken on the fixed speed camera located at 

the Northbourne Avenue and Antill Street intersection. 

 *17 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services— 
 (1) What are the plans for the re-establishment of a library service in the inner 

south of Canberra and what are the details of the new service. 
 (2) If there are no plans for a new library services, why not. 

 *18 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services—When will 
remedial work be undertaken on the Tuggeranong Parkway, given the deteriorating 
quality of the road surface and urgent needs for repairs. 

 *19 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services— 
 (1) How regularly are the verges of Belconnen Way maintained, given it is often 

littered with rubbish and the grass is consistently overgrown. 
 (2) When will maintenance next occur given the urgent need for further 

maintenance. 

 *20 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services— 
 (1) Did any staff of the Department of Territory and Municipal Services feature 

in Australian Labor Party election advertising; if so, who gave approval for 
staff to appear in this advertising. 
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 (2) Were any departmental premises or facilities used in ACT election 
advertising; if so, who gave approval for premises or government facilities to 
appear in this advertising. 

 *21 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services— 
(1) How much has the installation of raised pot plants throughout the city cost. 
(2) What plans does the Minister have for the ongoing watering and maintenance 

of raised pot plants, and what are the costs of this. 

 *22 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services— 
 (1) When will the Nicholls shop car park redevelopment take place. 
 (2) Can Paisley Street cope with the additional traffic. 
 (3) What consultation process did the Government undertake and what response 

did they get. 
 (4) What assessments have been done to assess the safety and traffic flow of the 

Paisley Street and Kelleway Avenue intersection. 

 *23 MR COE: To ask the Minister for the Arts and Heritage—What are the plans for 
the maintenance, upkeep and repair of the Gold Creek Homestead. 

 *24 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Disability and Housing— 
 (1) What is the occupancy rate of ACT public housing. 
 (2) What is the participation in the Sales to Tenants Scheme and what resources 

is the Government using to encourage participation in this scheme. 
 (3) What action is the Minister taking to stamp out violent and anti-social 

behaviour in ACT public housing. 

 *25 MR COE: To ask the Minister for Children and Young People— 
 (1) When was the Minister first aware of issues regarding the commissioning in 

relation to security and other infrastructure systems and staff training at the 
Bimberi Youth Centre. 

 (2) What were the issues and when does the Minister expect them to be resolved. 

 *26 MS LE COUTEUR: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) How has moving responsibility for energy efficiency assessment from the 

ACT Planning and Land Authority’s (ACTPLA) planning section to its 
building section affected the development application process. 

 (2) What planning has ACTPLA done for the introduction of the second 
generation energy efficiency rating software. 

 (3) How will the introduction of the new software affect the sale of premises 
requirements. 

 (4) Will the Minister provide all the documents relating to the changes created by 
this software. 

 *27 MS LE COUTEUR: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What are the average, minimum and maximum waiting times for approval of 

the various types of the ACT Planning and Land Development Agency’s 
(ACTPLA) development applications. 
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 (2) How many of each type (code, merit, impact and exempt tracks) of 
development application have been approved under the new planning system. 

 (3) How many development applications has ACTPLA received that are not yet 
processed. 

 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________ 

COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Seventh Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 5 November 2008): The Speaker 
(Chair), Ms Bresnan, Ms Burch, Mrs Dunne. 

Pursuant to resolution 

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENT AND WATER: (Formed 9 December 2008): 
Ms Hunter, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUTH AFFAIRS: (Formed 9 December 2008): 
Ms Bresnan, Ms Burch, Mr Hanson. 

HEALTH, COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES: (Formed 9 December 2008): 
Ms Bresnan, Mr Doszpot, Ms Porter. 

JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY: (Formed 9 December 2008): Mrs Dunne (Chair), 
Ms Burch, Ms Hunter. 

PLANNING, PUBLIC WORKS AND TERRITORY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES: 
(Formed 9 December 2008): Mr Coe, Ms Le Couteur, Ms Porter. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 9 December 2008): Ms Burch, Ms Le Couteur, Mr Smyth. 

_________________ 


