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2004-2005 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 31 

WEDNESDAY, 24 AUGUST 2005 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MRS DUNNE: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Education Act 2004. 
(Notice given 23 August 2005). 

 2 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the Stanhope Government’s: 

(i) decision to close the Ginninderra District High School; and 

(ii) failure to properly consult the school and the wider community in 
the spirit of the Education Act before the decision was made to 
close the Ginninderra District High School; 

(b) the adverse impact that the closure of the Ginninderra District High 
School will have on the: 

(i) present student body; and 

(ii) other schools in the area and the wider community; 

(c) that the present student body is being forced out of Ginninderra District 
High School now; 

(d) that only now the Stanhope Government is consulting with the business 
community on the closure of the Ginninderra District High School; and 

(e) the impact the closure of the Ginninderra District High School will have 
on surrounding schools; and 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
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(2) calls on the Stanhope Government to: 

(a) table by the adjournment on Thursday, 18 August 2005 all advice 
received that led to the decision to close Ginninderra District High 
School; 

(b) share that advice with the school community at Ginninderra District 
High School; 

(c) suspend all activity which would lead to the closure of the Ginninderra 
District High School until the whole community has been consulted on 
the educational, financial and social impact of the closure and the 
community has been given an opportunity to consider other 
alternatives; and 

(d) ensure that proper consultation is carried out before the decision is 
made to close any other school in West Belconnen. (Notice given 
16 August 2005). 

Orders of the day 

 1 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005 (NO. 2): 
(Mr Berry) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 29 June 2005—
Mr Hargreaves).  

Notices—continued 

 *3 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognising the imbalance in bargaining power between the small-scale 
growers of tea and coffee and the much larger international businesses that 
purchase, distribute and market the bulk of that product in the developed 
world; 

(2) acknowledging: 

(a) the capacity of organisations and businesses to accept the responsibility 
for the social and environmental impact of their purchasing decisions; 
and 

(b) the significance of such actions both practically and symbolically; 

(3) adopts a policy of the preferential purchase of tea and coffee from accredited 
“fair trade” suppliers in every possible situation; 

(4) indicate its preference for fair trade products whenever they are served to 
visitors and the public; and 

(5) calls on the ACT Government to pursue a similar policy through its agencies 
and its activities. (Notice given 23 August 2005). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17493/current/pdf/db_17493.pdf
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 *4 MS PORTER: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) welcomes the opening of a permanent library facility at Kippax; 

(2) applauds the process of consultation undertaken during the preparation and 
planning stages of the new Kippax Library; and 

(3) encourages residents of the Belconnen region to make use of this new multi-
purpose facility. (Notice given 23 August 2005). 

 *5 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the concern expressed by the: 

(a) Chief Justice of the ACT Supreme Court regarding threats to the 
doctrine of separation of powers and the independence of the judiciary; 
and 

(b) community, fire victims and legal practitioners at the Government’s 
unprecedented actions in initiating/joining the appeal against Coroner 
Doogan and the threat to the doctrine of separation of the executive and 
judicial powers as a result of such action; 

(2) condemns the Attorney-General for his interference in the administration of 
justice in the ACT that has led to the Chief Justice expressing his concerns; 
and 

(3) calls on the Attorney-General to stand aside as Attorney-General for the 
duration of the coronial inquest into the January 2003 bushfires. (Notice given 
23 August 2005). 

 6 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the Federal Government’s intention to introduce new industrial relations 
laws as soon as October 2005 into the Federal Parliament; 

(b) the complete failure of the Federal Government to consult with State 
and Territory Governments over the content of the proposed laws; 

(c) that the proposed laws once passed will have immediate impact on 
working people in the ACT; and 

(d) the considerable community concern over the impact of proposed laws 
particularly in relation to the: 

(i) protection of family friendly working conditions; 

(ii) protection from unfair dismissals; 

(iii) protection of penalty rates, public holidays and leave entitlements; 
and 

(iv) negative impact of secret individual contracts; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government to consult immediately with the ACT 
Government on the proposed changes to industrial relations laws in order to 
ensure the protection of existing employment conditions for ACT workers. 
(Notice given 17 August 2005). 
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 7 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 

 8 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

(2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 9 MR SESELJA: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that significant problems exist with the current ACT planning 
regime; 

(2) calls on the Planning Minister to introduce amendments to the current 
approvals process that provide transparency, openness and certainty for all 
parties involved; 

(3) condemns the Planning Minister for the failure of his reforms during his first 
term in office; and 

(4) calls on the Chief Minister to remove the Planning Minister from his position 
immediately so that the portfolio can be correctly managed. (Notice given 
15 March 2005). 

 10 MS MACDONALD: To move—That this Assembly acknowledges that: 

(1) cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in Australia, responsible 
for more than 1 in 3 deaths; 

(2) the effects and treatment of cardiovascular disease cost the community 
millions of dollars every year; 

(3) poor nutrition, lack of exercise and smoking all increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease; 

(4) the important role events, such as Heart Week, play in raising awareness 
about cardiovascular disease and promoting healthy living; 

(5) the valuable work the ACT Division of the Heart Foundation does to raise 
awareness and reduce incidences of cardiovascular disease in the ACT 
community; 

(6) initiatives such as Promoting Healthy Students, College Health Coordinators 
and the Kids at Play program will lead to a healthier ACT adult community in 
the future; 

(7) ACT Health’s “Eat Well ACT: A Public Health Nutrition Plan 2004-2010” 
provides a strategy to improve the dietary health of all Canberrans; and 

(8) the important work Healthpact does in the area of health promotion, 
particularly through events such as the Healthpact Australian Master Games 
and the Health Promotion Awards. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 
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 11 MR BERRY: To move—That the Code of Conduct for Members, as detailed 
below, prepared by the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure 
(Fifth Assembly) be adopted as a resolution of continuing effect: 

  Code of Conduct for all Members of the Legislative Assembly for 
the Australian Capital Territory 

  Preamble 

  Members of the Legislative Assembly acknowledge their diversity of background 
and personal beliefs and that of Australian society, and maintain their loyalty to the 
Commonwealth of Australia and the people of the Australian Capital Territory.   

  In so doing, Members agree to respect and uphold the law, not discredit the 
institution of Parliament, and maintain their commitment to the public good through 
personal honesty and integrity in all their dealings.   

  Duties as Members of the Assembly 

  Members should avoid any decision or action which may depreciate the reputation 
of the Assembly and, endeavour to reasonably adhere to the Assembly’s code of 
conduct to ensure that their personal conduct meets generally accepted standards 
and does not discredit or call into question their office or the Assembly. 

  Members acknowledge that they have an obligation to electors to make decisions 
on their behalf and as such place emphasis on their dedication to this obligation.  As 
elected representatives, Members will act honestly in all their dealings to maintain 
the public trust placed in them. 

  Code of Conduct 

  Conflict of interest 

  Members have an obligation to use the influence conferred upon them in the 
public’s interest and not for personal gain.   

  Notwithstanding the provisions set out in section 15 of the Australian Capital 
Territory (Self-Government) Act 1989 and standing order 156 of the Legislative 
Assembly, Members are individually responsible for preventing personal conflicts 
of interest or the perception of a conflict of interest, and must endeavour to arrange 
their private affairs to prevent such conflicts arising or take all reasonable steps to 
resolve any conflict that does arise. 

(i) A conflict of interest exists where a Member participates in or makes a 
decision in the execution of his or her office knowing that it will improperly 
and dishonestly further his or her private interest or will improperly and 
dishonestly further the private interest of another person. 

(ii) A conflict of interest does not exist where the Member or other person 
benefits only as a member of the general public, or a broad class of persons. 
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  Disclosure of pecuniary interests 

  The actions and decisions taken by Members are accountable through the Assembly 
to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.  Member’s actions and decisions 
should be transparent and bolster public confidence in the Assembly and the 
legislative process.  In accordance with this transparency, Members are required to 
disclose their pecuniary interests pursuant to the resolution of the Assembly 
“Declaration of Private Interests of Members” agreed to on 7 April 1992 (as 
amended 27 August 1998 and 17 March 2005). 

  Receipt of any gifts, payments, fees or rewards 

  Members must register all gifts, payments, fees or rewards valued at more than 
$250 received from official sources, or at more than $100 where received from 
other than official sources. This does not include gifts, payments, fees or rewards 
received by Members, the Member’s spouse, immediate family or personal friends 
in a purely personal capacity, unless it may pose a conflict of interest.  Registration 
should be made in accordance with the Member’s Statement of Registrable 
Interests. 

  Advocacy/bribery 

  In accordance with the provisions of section 14 of the Australian Capital Territory 
(Self-Government) Act 1989, Members must not solicit, accept or receive any 
remuneration, benefit or profit in exchange for services rendered in the Assembly 
or one of its committees other than the remuneration and allowances provided for 
pursuant to section 73 of the Act. 

  Use of confidential information 

  Members are reminded of their obligations pursuant to the standing orders 
concerning the publication of confidential information. 

  Members in the course of their duties often are also the recipients of information 
which is either confidential or unavailable to the general public.  Members are 
privileged to receive this information. It is provided to assist them in their decision 
making for the benefit of the Territory. The status of this information should not be 
compromised. 

  Members are not to misuse any confidential information received, particularly for 
personal gain or the personal gain of others. 

  Conduct as employers 

  Members will observe the obligations placed on them as employers with respect to 
the terms and conditions of those who work for them. Members should extend these 
obligations to consultants (however employed or recruited). Members need to be 
aware of the requirements of following policies: occupational health and safety; 
discrimination, harassment and bullying; equal employment opportunity; acceptable 
use of information technology and any other relevant policies and legislation.  
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  Members should make employment decisions that are in the best interests of the 
Member and the Assembly. Members are advised to carefully consider the 
implications of employing persons in close relationships where there may be 
perceived conflicts of interest. 

  Members must ensure that their staff are aware of and abide by the relevant codes 
of conduct applicable to Members’ staff.  

  Members must ensure that, where relevant, their staff also comply with the 
Members Code of Conduct and that they are aware that they are obliged to support 
the Member’s compliance with the code.  

  Use of entitlements 

  Members have a personal duty to ensure that entitlements and allowances of office 
pursuant to Remuneration Tribunal Determinations and as summarised in the 
Member’s Guide are used appropriately in the service of the people of the 
Australian Capital Territory and not for personal gain.   

  Members should familiarise themselves with the entitlements available and must 
ensure the accuracy of all claims made in accordance with the guidelines outlined 
in the Members’ Guide. Members should be aware that items purchased using a 
Members’ allowance remain the property of the Assembly.   

  Use of public resources/property or services 

  Members must ensure that the resources provided to them at a public expense as 
Members of the Legislative Assembly for the ACT, are only used for legitimate 
parliamentary and electorate purposes. Members must not misuse or permit the 
misuse by any other person or body of these resources. 

  Members shall not misuse monies allocated for official purposes. 

  Continuing support 

  This code of conduct has been established to assist Members as they serve and 
represent the people of the Australian Capital Territory. The Legislative Assembly 
respectfully requests that former Members support the spirit of this code as private 
citizens. 

  This resolution have effect from the date of its passage in the Assembly and 
continue in force unless and until amended or repealed by this or a subsequent 
Assembly. (Notice given 23 June 2005; amended 16 August 2005). 

 12 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges that live music should be accorded a recognised cultural value; 

(2) recognises the importance of: 

(a) live music and live music venues to the Canberra community; and 

(b) protecting live music venues in Canberra; and 

(3) requests the Government investigate ways of ensuring the protection of live 
music venues in Canberra. (Notice given 28 June 2005). 
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 *13 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the vital importance of retail and community services to the social 
fabric of our suburbs; 

(2) supports a planning regime which strengthens the viability of local shops and 
schools; 

(3) rejects intense residential development of core areas in suburbs that lack 
shops, schools and community facilities; and 

(4) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) commit to building and supporting the viability of local centres; and 

(b) make that commitment one of the terms of reference for its review of 
Variation No 200 to the Territory Plan. (Notice given 23 August 2005). 

Orders of the day—continued 

 2 AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL ON HEALTHCARE STANDARDS 
ACCREDITATION—THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL: Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2005—Dr Foskey, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Smyth—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the failure of The Canberra Hospital to attain full four-year 
accreditation from the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards 
(ACHS); 

(b) this failure indicates that The Canberra Hospital did not meet at least 
one of the 19 mandatory ACHS criteria; and 

(c) the ACT Government was aware of this failure in mid-2004 and 
concealed this information from the public; and 

(2) calls on the Government to table the full ACHS report by close of business 
today. 

 3 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Smyth) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 March 2005—
Mr Stanhope).  

 4 SENTENCING AND CORRECTIONS REFORM AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Mr Stefaniak) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
22 June 2005—Mr Corbell). 

 5 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in principle—Resumption 
of debate (from 29 June 2005—Mr Hargreaves).  

 6 COURT PROCEDURES (PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Dr Foskey) Agreement in principle—Resumption of 
debate (from 29 June 2005—Mr Hargreaves). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16326/current/pdf/db_16326.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17133/current/pdf/db_17133.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17483/current/pdf/db_17483.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17483/current/pdf/db_17483.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17495/current/pdf/db_17495.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17495/current/pdf/db_17495.pdf
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 7 QUAMBY DETENTION CENTRE—WORKING GROUP: Resumption of 
debate (from 29 June 2005—Mrs Dunne, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Seselja—That this Assembly: 

(1) expresses its concern over: 

(a) the failure of the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support to 
ensure that the working group recommended by the Standing 
Committee on Community Services and Social Equity to examine the 
adequacy and appropriateness of the programs currently available in 
Quamby, was established in a timely manner; 

(b) the inability of the Minister or officials to indicate during Estimates 
Committee hearings whether the working group had been established; 

(c) the misleading and evasive answers provided to questions on notice by 
the Minister in relation to this issue; and 

(d) the ongoing breach of the Human Rights Act 2004 in relation to the 
treatment of inmates at Quamby; and 

(2) calls on the Minister to table in the Assembly all relevant documents in 
relation to the establishment of the working group within the current sitting of 
the Assembly. 

 And on the amendment moved by Ms Gallagher—Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: 

“acknowledges the: 

(1) $40 million commitment the ACT Government has made to building a new 
youth detention facility in the ACT; 

(2) efforts being undertaken by staff at Quamby and from other organisations to 
ensure the individual needs of young people living at Quamby are being met; 
and 

(3) significant increases in resources from the ACT Government to Quamby to 
address the challenges presented by the existing facility.”. 

 8 CIVIL LAW (WRONGS) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 August 2005—Mr Stanhope).  

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
COMMISSIONER) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Children, Youth 
and Family Support): Detail stage—Clause 14—Resumption of debate (from 
23 August 2005). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17990/current/pdf/db_17990.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17546/current/pdf/db_17546.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17546/current/pdf/db_17546.pdf
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 2 PUBLIC ADVOCATE BILL 2005: (Minister for Children, Youth and Family 
Support): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 30 June 2005—
Mrs Dunne). 

 3 JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
BILL 2005 (NO. 2): (Attorney-General): Agreement in principle—Resumption of 
debate (from 30 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 4 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005 (NO. 3): 
(Chief Minister): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 August 
2005—Mr Smyth). 

 5 HOTEL SCHOOL (REPEAL) BILL 2005: (Treasurer): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 August 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 6 MENTAL HEALTH (TREATMENT AND CARE) AMENDMENT BILL 
2005: (Minister for Health): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
30 June 2005—Mr Smyth). 

 7 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Minister for Planning): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
23 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 8 TREE PROTECTION BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 9 FAIR WORK CONTRACTS BILL 2004: (Minister for Industrial Relations): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2004—
Mr Mulcahy). 

 10 CRIMES (SENTENCING) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 11 CRIMINAL CODE (ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE OFFENCES) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 23 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 12 CRIMINAL CODE HARMONISATION BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 23 June 2005—
Mr Stefaniak). 

 13 EMERGENCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
23 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 14 CRIMES (SENTENCE ADMINISTRATION) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 30 June 2005—
Mr Stefaniak). 

 15 DOMESTIC ANIMALS (CAT CONTAINMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Minister for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate 
(from 30 June 2005—Mr Pratt). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17549/current/pdf/db_17549.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17540/current/pdf/db_17540.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17540/current/pdf/db_17540.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17964/current/pdf/db_17964.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17965/current/pdf/db_17965.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17543/current/pdf/db_17543.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17543/current/pdf/db_17543.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17137/current/pdf/db_17137.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16328/current/pdf/db_16328.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_15195/current/pdf/db_15195.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16462/current/pdf/db_16462.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17139/current/pdf/db_17139.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17139/current/pdf/db_17139.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17141/current/pdf/db_17141.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17135/current/pdf/db_17135.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17537/current/pdf/db_17537.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17551/current/pdf/db_17551.pdf
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 16 LITTER AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Urban Services): Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 30 June 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 17 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Treasurer): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 18 August 
2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 18 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 19 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 20 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 21 THE TERRITORY AS PARENT—REVIEW OF THE SAFETY OF 
CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF THE ACT AND OF ACT CHILD 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT AND THE TERRITORY’S CHILDREN—
ENSURING SAFETY AND QUALITY CARE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—REPORT ON THE AUDIT AND CASE REVIEW—
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE—FIRST SIX 
MONTHLY REPORTS—PAPERS—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPERS: Resumption of debate (from 17 February 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the papers. 

 22 A.C.T. ASBESTOS TASKFORCE—PROGRESS—MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That 
the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 23 FORDE JOINT VENTURE—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 28 June 2005—
Mrs Dunne) on the motion of Mr Corbell—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 24 AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE A.C.T.—PROGRESS REPORT—
PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
30 June 2005—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the Assembly 
takes note of the paper. 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17553/current/pdf/db_17553.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17974/current/pdf/db_17974.pdf
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 25 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT—HUMAN RIGHTS AUDIT—QUAMBY YOUTH 
DETENTION CENTRE—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: 
Resumption of debate (from 18 August 2005—Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of 
Mr Stanhope—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Notice 

 *1 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly, in accordance with subsection 
29 (4) of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 rejects Variation No 237 
to the Territory Plan, Deakin, Section 12 Blocks 9, 13 and 19—Embassy Motel 
Redevelopment—Proposed Residential Use. (Notice given 23 August 2005. 
Variation will be deemed to have been rejected unless disposed of within 5 sitting 
days, including today). 

Order of the day 

___________________________________ 

First sitting day August 2006 

 1 WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY—
SELECT COMMITTEE: Presentation of report pursuant to order of the 
Assembly of 5 May 2005. 

______________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Unanswered questions 

459-519. 
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24 August 2005 

(Redirected questions—30 days expires 17 September 2005) 

 490  MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) On how many occasions in the last 12 months has the advice of ACT Roads 

been ignored or rejected by ACTPLA when approving developments; 

 (2) Where are the sites where such advice has been ignored and rejected and on 
what grounds was it ignored or rejected. 

 491 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Further to a report on ABC News Online, 15 August, that a school bus driver 

returning from the NSW snowfields was charged with drink driving, how 
many ACTION bus drivers have been (a) randomly and (b) routinely breath 
tested during (i) 2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 2003-04, (iv) 2004-05 and (v) 
2005-06 to date; 

 (2) How many private bus drivers have been (a) randomly and (b) routinely 
breath tested during (i) 2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 2003-04, (iv) 2004-05 and 
(v) 2005-06 to date; 

 (3) How many bus drivers in each of the years above have been (a) charged, (b) 
convicted, (c) suspended from duty or (d) dismissed as a result of a drink 
driving offence; 

 (4) If no bus drivers have been routinely or randomly tested, why not. 

New questions 

(30 days expires 23 September 2005) 

 *520 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Do the patient activity datasets for June 2005 note that elective surgery 

counted for 27.6% of total admissions at The Canberra Hospital (47 077) and 
55.8% of total admissions at Calvary Hospital (16 752); if so, is it the case 
that there were 22 340 admissions for elective surgery in 2004-05; 

 (2) If it is the case that there were 22 340 admissions for elective surgery in 
2004-05, why is there such a disparity between the number of admissions for 
elective surgery in 2004-05 and the number of actual surgeries done (8 369); 

 (3) Is it the case that patients who arrive at hospital for their surgery, complete 
formalities such as signing Medicare forms, but have their surgery cancelled 
count as an admission for elective surgery. 

 *521 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Does it state in the 2004-05 March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report 

that the year-to-date expenditure on ‘Stroke Unit – Level 7’ was $50 000 but 
in the column ‘total expenditure to date’ this figure of $50 000 does not 
appear; if so, is this an error in the report or is there some other explanation as 
to why that $50 000 does not appear in the total expenditure column; 
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 (2) Does this mean there is also an error with the outstanding authorisation figure 
of $130 000 and should this figure actually read $80 000 or is there some 
other explanation as to why the outstanding authorisation is still $130 000. 

 *522 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Does the 2004-05 March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report show that 

for The Canberra Hospital the year-to-date New Works spending as at the end 
of March was $71 000, yet the ‘total expenditure to date’ figure is only $21 
000; if so, which is the correct figure and what funding was expended on 
which projects as at the end of March; 

 (2) Why had less than 2% of funding allocated to projects at The Canberra 
Hospital been expended nine months into the capital works budget; 

 (3) What was the total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05 for new 
works at The Canberra Hospital and what projects was funding expended on 
in the June Quater; 

 (4) In relation to (a) MNW Hospital Keying System Project, (b) MNSW Carpark 
Gaunt Place, (c) MNW Loading Dock Wash down area, (d) MNW Pathology 
Building, Airlock to Main Entrance and (e) MNW Canberra Community 
Dialysis Centre, have the projects, listed as ‘project savings’ in the 2004-05 
March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report been postponed, cancelled or 
otherwise and what are the reasons for the decision made around each of 
these projects, ; 

 (5) Why was funding allocated to these projects initially if they are now listed as 
project savings. 

 *523 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $169 000 expended to date this year, as at the 

end of the March Quarter, on the Sub/Non Acute Inpatient Services (Phase 1) 
project; 

 (2) What was the total amount of funding expended on this project as at the end 
of 2004-05; 

 (3) When will (a) Phase 1 of the project be completed and (b) work start on Phase 
2 of the project; 

 (4) Have any of the funds allocated for Phase 2 been expended to date; if so, how 
much and what has been delivered for that expenditure; 

 (5) What is the delay with Phase 1 and Phase 2 of this project; 
 (6) Why has only $22 000 of the $300 000 allocated in the 2003-04 Budget for 

forward design for Sub and Non-Acute Inpatient Services for the ACT been 
expended; 

 (7) Does this mean that the forward design for the facility has not yet been 
completed and is this part of the reason this project has been delayed. 

 *524 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $934 000 capital works expenditure as at the 

end of March on the refurbishment of Paediatrics; 
 (2) What was the total expenditure on this project as at the end of the 2004-05 

financial year; 



 No. 31—24 August 2005 455 

 (3) When will this project be completed; 
 (4) How will this refurbishment deliver better outcomes or services to consumers. 

 *525 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Why was there nil capital expenditure as at the end of March on the forward 

design to refurbish the ICU and CCU at the Calvary Hospital; 
 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 

2004-05 financial year; 
 (3) What is the delay with completing this project and when will it be completed. 

 *526 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous 
Affairs— 

 (1) What has been delivered for the $12 000 of capital expenditure as at the end 
of the 2004-05 March Quarter on the Belconnen Arts Centre; 

 (2) What was the total amount of funds expended on this project as at the end of 
the 2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) Have any funds been expended on this project to date this financial year; if 
so, how much; if not, why not; 

 (4) What is the forecast expenditure on this project this financial year; 
 (5) What is the estimated completion date of this project; 
 (6) Is this project running according to schedule to meet that completion date.  

 *527 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Chief Minister— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $12 000 capital expenditure on the ACT 

Dragway as at the end of the March 2004-05 Quarter; 
 (2) How is it possible for the forecast expenditure in 2004-05 for the ACT 

Dragway to be $7 000 when $12 000 had already been expended as at the end 
of the March Quarter; 

 (3) Is this an error in the report or is there another explanation for this amount; 
 (4) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 

2004-05 financial year; 
 (5) Why has less than 1% of the budget allocated towards this project been spent; 
 (6) What is the delay with this project; 
 (7) What is the expected completion date of this project. 

 *528 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $1.027 million capital expenditure on the 

‘Correctional Facility’ as funded in the 2004-05 capital works budget; 
 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 

2004-05 financial year; 
 (3) What is the anticipated expenditure on this project in the current financial 

year; 
 (4) Have any funds been spent on this project to date this financial year; if so, 

how much; if not, why not. 
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 *529 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) Did the media recently highlight a case where a woman went to the Registrar 

General’s Office to get a copy of her birth certificate but was not asked for 
identification and are the rules clearly stipulated on the Department of Justice 
and Community Safety website that if you wish to obtain a birth certificate 
you must provide proof of identity and justification for the release; if so, why 
was a person allowed to get a copy of a birth certificate given the strict rules 
around proof of identity; 

 (2) What has the Minister done since this incident to ensure that anyone asking 
for copies of certificates within the Registrar General’s Office is asked to 
provide appropriate proof of identity; 

 (3) Will the Minister give an assurance that this situation will not occur again.  

 *530 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $478 000 of capital expenditure on the Facilities 

Improvement Program in Sport and Recreation as at the end of the March 
2004-05 Quarter; 

 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on the Facilities Improvement 
Program as at the end of the 2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) What further improvements were made in the last quarter of the 2004-05 
financial year; 

 (4) If there was a roll-over into the 2005-06 financial year, what was the amount 
and has it been spent to date this financial year; if so, on what; if not, why not 
and when will it be spent; 

 (5) Has any of the $1.1 million allocated in the 2005-06 capital works budget for 
‘Sports Facilities’ been expended to date this financial year; if so, how much 
and on what; if not, why not and for what sports facilities is it planned that the 
money will be spent on.  

 *531 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $46 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end 

of the 2004-05 March Quarter, on forward design for a permanent enclosure 
and refurbishment of the Civic Pool; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of the 
2004-05 financial year; if so, how much, and what was delivered; if not, when 
will the outstanding authorisation of $24 000 be expended; 

 (3) Has this project been completed; if so, what did the feasibility study 
recommend and what action will the Government now take to enclose the 
Civic Pool; if not, when will it be completed; 

 (4) Why was there a need to undertake this feasibility study given that the former 
Liberal Government also funded a feasibility study for a permanent cover for 
the Civic Pool. 

 *532 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What was the total year’s capital expenditure on the Kippax Library project in 

2004-05; 
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 (2) Has this project been completed; if not, why not and when will it be 
completed;  

 (3) Will this project be delivered on its allocated budget of $3.5 million. 

 *533 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many parking infringements have been issued to vehicles for sale 

illegally parked on roundabouts or nature strips across the ACT, listed by 
month for the last 12 months, including infringements issued in August 2005 
to date; 

 (2) How many such infringements have been issued in the previous four financial 
years to 30 June 2005; 

 (3) What (a) is the category of infringements issued for this offence and (b) was 
the average costs of each infringement, at parts (1) and (2) above; 

 (4) Have any such infringements been (a) disputed and (b) withdrawn; if so, how 
many and when, listed by month/year as per parts (1) and (2) above.  

 *534 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Across each of the purchasing agreements for (a) Firelink, (b) Plumtree 

Portal, (c) Trunk Radio Network (TRN) towers and equipment, (d) 
communications vehicles, (e) communications equipment, (f) computer aided 
dispatch, (g) broadband data links to emergency services bureau, suburban 
and volunteer stations, (h) commitment to aerial fire fighting strategy and (i) 
command and control capability for bushfire and emergency service, when 
was the funding appropriated for each of these projects; 

 (2) How much has been (a) appropriated and (b) expended to date, for each 
project; 

 (3) Which projects have now been fully expended; 
 (4) Which projects have (a) exceeded the appropriation and (b) been completed 

under appropriation to date; 
 (5) When did (a) each of these projects go to tender and (b) the tender for each 

project close; 
 (6) How many tender submissions were received on each of the above projects; 
 (7) For each project, if the tender has been let, when does the acquisition come 

on line; 
 (8) For each project, if the tender has not been let, when will it be let. 

 *535 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous Affairs— 
 (1) Further to the response to question on notice No 134 that asked whether or 

not Burringiri Aboriginal Corporation had gained access to the capital works 
budget of $1.542 million set aside for future capital works improvements to 
be made to the Indigenous Cultural Centre at Yarramundi Reach in which you 
stated that the terms of the contract between the ACT Government and 
Burringiri Aboriginal Corporation does not allow for access to capital works 
funds, why would the Burrigiri Aboriginal Corporation believe that they had 
direct access to the funds to make improvements to the site; 
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 (2) Did the Minister indicate that he had no involvement in the expenditure of the 
money set aside for the site and did he also state on WIN News on 12 July 
2005 that he is not making decisions because it is not my responsibility and 
that it was also disrespectful and patronising; if so, why in the answer to 
question on notice No 134, did he state that the Chief Minister’s Department 
and Urban Services have been in consultation with Burringiri on the 
development of a 5 year capital refurbishment program. 

 *536 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) In response to question on notice No 216, did the Minister indicated that 
Housing ACT does not have any plans to implement price signalling 
mechanisms to provide public housing tenants with incentives such as the 
Sales to Tenants program, that would see some tenants move into alternative 
housing options other than social housing; if so, is this still the case; 

 (2) If it is the Government’s wish to see security of tenure remain as a central 
tenet of the public housing system, even for some tenants who are clearly 
capable of leaving the system to free up properties for more needy applicants, 
why would the Chief Minister now indicate that he wants to review the 
system and set in place mechanisms to encourage market renters to become 
more independent by moving into the private market, as reported in The 
Canberra Times on 23 July 2005. 

 *537 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) When leasing arrangements for Albert Hall again come under the scrutiny of 
the Department of Disability, Housing and Community Services, will 
confirmation of bookings be able to be made for dates after 30 June 2006; 

 (2) Are there any plans to sell the facility; 
 (3) What guarantee will the Minister provide to ensure this unique ACT Heritage 

Listed landmark remains public property and accessible to all Canberrans 
given that the Chief Minister announced in the 2005-06 Budget the possible 
refurbishment of Albert Hall will be examined as part of a $40 000 scoping 
study. 

 *538 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Is the Minister aware of any difficulties existing between the Head 
Contractor, Spotless, and sub-contractors in relation to compliance and 
attendance to maintenance issues for Housing ACT; 

 (2) What will the Minister do to ensure that Spotless adheres to the fee schedule 
outlined in contractual arrangements between Spotless and sub-contractors, 
therefore seeing sub-contractors paid correctly in accordance with the 
Maintenance Agreement they signed up to. 
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 *539 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) How many swipe cards will the Minister be directing the Department of 
Disability, Housing and Community Services to issue to tenants and visitors 
to gain access to the new ‘high security’ Griffin Centre; 

 (2) Why wasn’t the matter of access to the building discussed and decided upon 
during the initial planning process; 

 (3) Why are the tenants of the Griffin Centre now footing the costs of security in 
the new Griffin Centre. 

 *540 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services—What measures does the 
ACT Government have in place to block access to pornography on the internet at 
public libraries and other venues where the public have access to the internet, in 
order to protect children from accidental or deliberate access to pornography. 
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