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INTRODUCTION 

The 2016-17 Budget is a budget for an even better Canberra.  

It is a budget that outlines how the Government sees our city and where our future lies: a 
community-based city that is progressively becoming more competitive, economically 
diverse, agile, and focused on thriving in 21st century Australia.   

The 2016-17 Budget, like many budgets before it, presents in practical terms how the 
Government will realise its ambition for Canberra.  Core service delivery areas, namely 
health and education, remain at the forefront with more funding provided for teachers, 
nurses, and doctors.   

Beyond this we are delivering more municipal services, upgrading and expanding our 
road network, improving public transport systems and associated infrastructure, and 
offering a helping hand to those most in need in our community.  This budget also 
contains the largest family violence prevention strategy delivered in the Territory’s 
history, integrated across a broad range of government service delivery areas. 

It is a budget that demostrates the Government’s commitment to a fiscal strategy of 
achieving a strong operating balance over the medium term, offsetting temporary 
deficits with surpluses in other periods.  It focuses in the principles of job creation, the 
delivery of high quality services to the community, and investing in transformational 
capital projects for the long term.  

This Budget clearly maps out the Government’s planned path to surplus, and emphasises 
the strength of the Government’s fiscal management.  As forecast in 2016-17 Budget 
Papers, the Government expects to deliver balanced budgets in 2017-18 and 2018-19, 
with a strong surplus in 2019-20. 

The Select Committee on Estimates (the Committee) presented its Report on the inquiry 
into the Appropriation Bill 2016-2017 and the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative 
Assembly) Bill 2015-2016 on 2 August 2016. 

The Government values the role played by the Committee in scrutinising the proposed 
expenditures in the Budget, and has endeavoured to respond fully to the questions asked 
of it during the Estimates process. 

The Government notes the Committee engaged the services of Pegasus Economics in 
undertaking an independent and detailed study of the Territory’s Budget.  The Pegasus 
Report was comprehensive in its coverage, and the ACT Government has already 
provided a response to Chair of the Select Committee on Estimates 2016-17 regarding 
the matters raised by Pegasus, prepared with the intention of assisting the Committee 
understand more fully the issues and features of the Budget.  The Government Response 
to the Pegasus Report may be found online at:  
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/901723/Government-
response-to-Pegasus-Report.pdf. 

http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/901723/Government-response-to-Pegasus-Report.pdf
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/901723/Government-response-to-Pegasus-Report.pdf
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The Government thanks the Committee for its Report.  The Committee has provided a 
report with 144 recommendations on a wide range of issues across all Government 
portfolios. 

In its response, the Government has: 

• agreed to 58 recommendations; 

• agreed in principle to 27 recommendations; 

• agreed in part to three recommendations; 

• noted 49 recommendations; and 

• not agreed to seven recommendations. 

The Government has provided a response to each of the recommendations of the 
Committee, and these are set out below.  



 

Government Response – 2016-17 Select Committee on Estimates Page 4 

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATIONS 

RECOMMENDATION 1 

The Committee recommends that where the ACT Government fails to provide to the 
Committee an answer to a question on notice or question taken on notice within the 
deadline that an explanation be provided for the delay. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government endeavours to meet the 30 day timeframe to respond to Questions on 
Notice, in accordance with section 118A of the ACT Legislative Assembly standing orders, 
for the majority of the questions taken on notice.  From time to time, however, 
circumstances arise which make this deadline unachievable. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 2 

The Committee recommends that the Standing Committee on Administration and 
Procedure consider Standing Order 234 with the view to including detail in relation to 
the procedure and operation of its enactment. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 3 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop strategic and 
accountability indicators for initiatives funded by the Safer Families levy and that these 
form part of the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
Annual Report. 

Government Response 

Agreed in part. 

The development of strategic and accountability indicators will be considered during the 
next ACT Budget process.  The Administrative Arrangements will determine the relevant 
Directorate reporting arrangements for the Safer Family initiatives. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 4 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider including a family 
violence statement in the Budget Papers each year. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 
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Commitment 5.1 of the ACT Government ‘Response to Family Violence’ states that the 
ACT Government will present a Family Violence Statement to the Legislative Assembly 
every year.  The ACT Government will align the release of the Family Violence Statement 
with the annual ACT Budget process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 5 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government advise the ACT Legislative 
Assembly how the Coordinator General role will coordinate Safer Families initiatives 
with Directorates. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Coordinator General, Family Safety will work across government and with relevant 
Directorates on implementation of the Safer Families initiatives, including Justice and 
Community Safety, Community Services, Education, Health and the Chief Minister, 
Treasury and Economic Development Directorates and ACT Policing. 

A Safer Families Inter-Directorate Committee involving relevant Directorates has been 
established.  In addition, regular reporting arrangements are in place for relevant 
Ministers, Directors-General and the ACT Public Service Strategic Board.   

Progress on the implementation of Safer Families initiatives will be included in the annual 
Family Violence Statement to the Legislative Assembly every year and through reporting 
by individual Directorates. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 6 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to work with the 
Australian Government to ensure appropriate funding levels for community and 
women’s legal centres in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government will continue to work with the Australian Government through the 
ACT Legal Assistance Forum, the Law Crime and Community Safety Council (LCCSC), as 
well as directly with the Commonwealth Attorney-General to ensure that appropriate 
levels of funding are available to Canberra's Community Legal Centres (CLCs).  The ACT 
Government will continue to advocate for the restoration of Commonwealth funding. 

The ACT Government currently provides assistance to CLCs through grants, funding 
agreements and one-off payments.  In 2015/16 this included assistance with 
accommodation expenses of $290,000 for Canberra Community Law, the Women’s Legal 
Centre and the Tenants’ Union, $257,208 for Street Law (an outreach service for the 
homeless), $426,783 for the Tenants’ Union, $117,531 for the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Women’s Program run by the Women’s Legal Centre and $93,636 for the 
Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT). 
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The ACT Government has also passed legislation that makes all clients of Canberra 
Community Law and the Women's Legal Centre exempt from the payment of all court 
and tribunal fees. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 7 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government view the community sector as a 
critical sector and invest in its long term future. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Government acknowledges the valuable support the ACT community sector provides 
to the Territory.  The Government wishes to ensure the relationship between community 
organisations and the Government remains strong, effective and responsive.   

In partnership with the Community Services Industry, the Government has developed the 
ACT Community Services Industry Strategy.  The Strategy outlines a shared 
understanding of the vision, challenges, relationships and actions that shape the present 
and future of community services.  The Strategy, and ensuing Action Plans, will provide 
the framework to ensure the community services industry is positioned well to provide 
sustainable, effective, strengths-based services and support citizen engagement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 8 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include community facilities in 
the ACT Government Infrastructure Plan to ensure the effective long term provision of 
social services in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Noted.  

The ACT Government Infrastructure Plan contains details of significant projects in all 
areas of community infrastructure including roads, transport and urban infrastructure, 
land development, education, health, justice and community safety.  As the ultimate aim 
of infrastructure investment in our city is to serve the needs of Canberrans, a key driver 
of the Government’s infrastructure planning is future trends in relation to population 
growth and socio-demographics.  Forthcoming updates to the Infrastructure Plan will set 
out how all these needs will be considered. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 9 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government investigate ways to better 
engage with community organisations on issues relating to applying for ACT 
Government grants and funding. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 
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The ACT Government recognises the value of engaging stakeholders, potential applicants 
and community members when commissioning services or running grants.  

Engagement with all stakeholders will be undertaken during the initial stages of the 
review and throughout the procurement process as required.  

Strategies to assist with the engagement include: 

         industry forum for stakeholder engagement; 

         face-to-face meetings with individuals or small groups;  

         focus groups; 

         routine communication to stakeholders regarding the process; and 

         community forum information and engagement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 10 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop an elder abuse 
protection strategy for the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Elder Abuse Prevention Program Policy provides a framework for ACT 
Government agencies and funded community partners to respond to the abuse of older 
people.  

The policy was last reviewed in June 2012.  The Office for Veterans and Seniors will work 
with key stakeholders to review the policy, including reviewing options to improve data 
collection on elder abuse in the ACT, during 2016-17. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 11 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government create a training package 
educating Canberrans on how to identify and respond to elder abuse. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Community Services Directorate will provide funding during 2016-17 to the ACT 
Disability, Aged and Carer Advocacy Service (ADACAS) and the Council of the Ageing ACT 
(COTA ACT) to develop training and other resources to begin conversations about the 
prevention of, and response to elder abuse. 

ADACAS and COTA ACT will collaborate on this project to develop a training package to 
raise awareness of elder abuse in the ACT.   
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RECOMMENDATION 12 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government assist ACT Shelter collate data 
to ensure that a clear picture of the state of homelessness in the ACT can be 
established. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Community Services Directorate already funds ACT Shelter to collect and collate data 
to establish a clear picture of homelessness in the ACT.  Funding enables ACT Shelter to 
advocate on behalf of its members and provide strategic advice to Government about 
housing and homelessness issues in the Territory. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 13 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government acts to assist non government 
schools to implement the Schools for All Report (including students with disabilities). 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Implementation of Schools for All to date has been increasingly characterised by strong 
cross-sectoral working relationships across the government, independent and Catholic 
sectors.  This is reflected in a range of governance and advisory groups such as the 
Program Board, the Program Working Group and most recently through a Schools for All 
stakeholder round table that will be delivered by all three schooling sectors. 

All three sectors are committed to sharing resources, professional learning opportunities, 
research outcomes and policy frameworks to implement the Schools for All report.  For 
example, public and Catholic sectors have shared their new student wellbeing 
frameworks; professional learning costs for an interstate speaker on challenging 
behaviours was shared across Association of Independent Schools and the Education 
Directorate; and all sectors are working collaboratively with the Teacher Quality Institute 
to enhance pre-service teacher skills. 

With regard to financial assistance, all ACT schools are funded in accordance with the 
National Education Reform Agreement (NERA) and the needs based funding principles.  
Under this funding model schools in all sectors are funded in reference to the Schooling 
Resource Standard.  Within the government schooling sector, all investments in Schools 
for All reforms are made within the NERA funding envelope. 

The ACT Government does not wish to reduce the existing flexibility provided to 
non-government schools by mandating a specific part of the ACT Government’s share of 
the Schooling Resource Standard on a response to the Schools for All report, however, 
non-government schools have the opportunity to make these decisions within their 
respective NERA funding envelopes.   
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RECOMMENDATION 14  

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government considers innovative funding 
models that consider the capital needs of non government schools (including 
preschools). 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle.  

All ACT schools are funded in accordance with the National Education Reform Agreement 
and the needs based funding principles.  The ACT Government provides around 
$65 million in funding non-government schools.  The funding provided is to contribute to 
the ‘operating costs of school education’ and the ACT Government provides flexibility on 
how non-government schools or systems allocate this funding (either to recurrent or 
capital investments). 

In addition to this funding the ACT Government also provides $1.3 million per year 
(ongoing) to non-government schools to establish and upgrade preschool facilities and 
provides land at no cost to non-government schools. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 15 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government works with the Australian 
Government to provide assistance to ensure broadband services to all ACT schools. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle.  

The majority of Canberra Public schools utilise a broadband connection supplied by the 
ACT Government.  Where this is not possible, the Education Directorate provides the 
best available commercial connection to the internet.  

The Education Directorate continues to provide advice to non-government schools in the 
ACT on connection to broadband services including those provided by the National 
Broadband Network. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 16 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide funding for the 
completion of the Belconnen Arts Centre. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Funding for the Belconnen Arts Centre will need to be considered in the context of 
resource availability and other spending priorities in a future budget process. 
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RECOMMENDATION 17 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide details to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly about how it will maintain public spaces in Crace. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Maintenance of public spaces in Crace will be maintained at the same standard as public 
open spaces in suburbs across Canberra.  This includes mowing of suburban parkland on 
a monthly cycle, and arterial roads on a five weekly cycle during the growing season; 
bi-annual treatment of weeds on major arterial roads and shrub beds; monthly litter 
picking of public open spaces; cleaning of public toilets daily and shopping centres at 
least weekly; and barbeque cleaning weekly in winter and twice weekly in summer. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 18 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider a dog park for Crace. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Funding for the dog parks will need to be considered in the context of resource 
availability and other spending priorities in a future budget process. 

Consideration for an enclosed dog park would also be assessed against other locations in 
Canberra that also desire a dog park; the availability and suitability of open space and its 
impacts on adjacent residences.  Other options for exercising dogs would also be 
explored including identifying off-lead areas of open space and use of sporting ovals 
when they are not being used for organised sport. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 19 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government detail how it will address 
morning traffic egress issues in Crace. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The improvements currently underway at the intersection of the Barton Highway and 
Gundaroo Drive are due for completion later in 2016.  These improvements will assist in 
improving the egress issues at Crace.  The ACT Government will review the egress issues 
at Crace after the works at the Barton Highway intersection have been completed. 

 



 

Government Response – 2016-17 Select Committee on Estimates Page 11 

RECOMMENDATION 20 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide detail to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly about the timeframe for delivery of a Master Plan for the 
Gungahlin Town Centre. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Please refer to the response for Recommendation 21 below. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 21 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop an integrated long 
term plan for all forms of infrastructure for Gungahlin. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government is committed to a refresh of the Gungahlin Planning Report. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 22 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to lobby the Federal 
Government for increased funding to headspace ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government will raise funding issues regarding Commonwealth funded mental 
health programs in the ACT, including headspace, at appropriate Commonwealth, State 
and Territory Fora. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 23 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop goals and measures to 
increase walking in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle.The Government will incorporate the consideration of walking goals 
and measures into the work plan for the Active Travel office now situated in the 
Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate. 
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RECOMMENDATION 24 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include accountability 
indicators for developing walking facilities and support for active transport in future 
Budgets. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 25 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review land release processes 
with a view to matching the land release program to housing needs. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Economic Development is working with the Land Development Agency in better 
matching estate development plans for greenfield and urban renewal projects with the 
changing housing needs of the growing population. 

The current round of estate development planning in the suburbs of Lawson, Denman 
Prospect and Taylor is being informed by this review. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 26 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government conduct a periodic housing 
needs analysis and match land release program to housing needs. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Economic Development is responsible for monitoring the rate and location of dwelling 
occupations across the Territory. 

This information is assessed against housing needs, which is informed by population 
growth and the rate of household formation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 27 

The Committee recommends that ACT Government continue to work with the 
Australian Government to ensure that funding for mental health continues to be 
increased to match the need in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government will raise funding issues regarding Commonwealth funded mental 
health programs in the ACT at appropriate Commonwealth, State and Territory Fora. 
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RECOMMENDATION 28 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government details its targets for funding 
for service delivery by the community sector dealing with mental health. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The future targets for funding for mental health service delivery by the community sector 
will subject to the policy decisions of the incoming government following the October 
2016 ACT government election. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 29 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide three year funding for 
the RSPCA ACT. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The ACT Government contributes to the operating costs of the RSPCA-ACT.  The issue of a 
longer-term funding arrangement for the delivery of key animal welfare services will 
need to be considered in the context of resource availability and other spending 
priorities in a future budget process. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 30 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continues to review annual 
services to improve enforcement and effectiveness of animal protection legislation and 
implement to improve legislative provisions. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

Over the last three years, the ACT Government has amended and strengthened the key 
pieces of legislation; the Domestic Animals Act and Animal Welfare Act which regulate 
the care and management of animals in the ACT.  The Government is developing an 
Animal Management Strategy in 2016-17 which will guide the direction and assess the 
requirement for additional legislative provisions. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 31 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensures increases in real terms 
ACT arts funding over the next four years. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Consistent with the ACT Arts Policy, artsACT is developing a future funding plan for arts in 
the ACT.   
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Funding for ACT arts will need to be considered in the context of resource availability and 
other spending priorities in a future budget process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 32 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review major arts organisations 
funding to assess if current funding levels meet need. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Consistent with the ACT Arts Policy, artsACT is developing a future funding plan for arts in 
the ACT.   

Funding for ACT arts will need to be considered in the context of resource availability and 
other spending priorities in a future budget process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 33 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure improved consultation 
between its agencies to maximise the benefits of the arts to the ACT Community. 

Government Response 

Agreed.   

The Government has decided to convene a whole of government Working Group on the 
Arts in order to support the implementation of the ACT Arts Policy, and consider key 
cross portfolio arts policy issues. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 34 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government detail to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly how it will improve the coordination and delivery of mental health services 
to young people in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health advises that most mental health services to young people are provided 
through primary health services: GPs, headspace ACT, and other Medicare funded 
services for mild to moderate mental illnesses.  ACT Health is working with the Capital 
Health Network to coordinate the delivery of services to young people with serious 
mental illness.  ACT Health Policy and Stakeholder Relations Division will be reviewing 
mental health community sector procurement over the next two years young people’s 
mental health will be a focus of the community sector mental health services component 
of the review.  ACT Health public mental health services for young people have been 
significantly enhanced through the 2016-17 ACT Government Budget. 
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RECOMMENDATION 35 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government support long-term primary 
prevention funding to address the need for respectful relationship education in ACT 
schools. 

Government Response 

Noted.  

The Government provided $0.6 million over 2015-16 and 2016-17, for the Countering 
Domestic Violence – Promoting social and emotional learning initiative, designed to 
support ACT public schools in the provision of social and emotional learning programs.  
The initiative provides additional resources for the training of teachers and staff on 
domestic violence issues, including mandatory reporting requirements.  Resources would 
also connect families to support services, provide additional resources for teachers and 
support children and young people who may be experiencing domestic violence.  

Funding arrangements for later years will be considered in the context of the 
Government’s overarching family violence prevention package announced in the 
2016-17 Budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 36 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure adequate funding is 
appropriated to the Office of the Auditor-General in the 2017-18 Budget and across the 
outyears to provide a pathway for increasing the number and mix of audits conducted 
to 12 per year. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The ACT Audit Office currently undertakes seven performance audits per year.  The 
Government considers that the Auditor-General is provided with sufficient capacity and 
flexibility to prioritise areas of need, and thereby maximise the benefits that Office 
provides.  Any future requests for funding will be considered by the Government against 
other competing priorities in the budget context. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 37 

The Committee recommends that the Chief Minister, in conjunction with the Speaker 
of the ACT Legislative Assembly, determine appropriate funding to support the 
Speaker's administrative functions vis-a vis Officers of the Legislative Assembly. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Presently, the Speaker puts forward her recommendation for an appropriation for the 
Office of the Legislative Assembly as part of the budget process.  This input is 
subsequently considered by the Budget Committee of Cabinet in order to determine an 
appropriate level of funding for the Office. 
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The Government notes the 2016-17 Budget contains an additional $15.9 million over four 
years to support the Office of the Legislative Assembly, reflecting the expansion of the 
Assembly from 17 to 25 members from 2016-17.  This funding includes non-executive 
Members and members’ staff salaries and on-costs, as well as additional resources for 
Assembly Hansard production, security and administration. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 38 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider the administrative 
functions required to support statutory strategic reviews of the Auditor-General. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Speaker of the Office of the Legislative Assembly is currently responsible for the 
selection and appointment of the strategic reviewer for the Office of the Auditor 
General.  The Government notes that this matter has been referred to the Standing 
Committee on Administrative and Procedure for consideration and report by 
August 2016.  Further comment has been reserved pending the outcome of the 
Committee’s consideration.  Further funding requests could be considered as part of the 
2017-18 Budget process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 39 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly by 8 September 2016 on progress in relation to the Reportable Conduct and 
Information Sharing Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 which was introduced in the June 
sitting of the ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Legislative Assembly passed this legislation on Tuesday, 2 August 2016. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 40 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure the ACT Ombudsman’s 
Office is appropriately resourced to carry out the new functions that the ACT 
Government has asked it to be responsible for: (i) development of a reportable conduct 
scheme; and (ii) the establishment of a judicial council secretariat. 

Government Response 

Agreed in part. 

The 2016-17 Budget provides $1.3 million over four years in new funding for the 
ACT Ombudsman to operate the reportable conduct scheme.  The ACT Government will 
work with the Ombudsman to develop and implement the scheme prior to its 
commencement on 1 July 2017.  The establishment of a judicial council secretariat is 
subject to the future consideration of Budget Cabinet. 
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RECOMMENDATION 41 

The Committee recommends that an appropriation line designating the Office of the 
ACT Ombudsman as a separate entity be included in the Budget Statements in the 
2017–2018 Budget and henceforth. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

This will be considered in the formulation of the 2017-18 Budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 42 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review its decision not to 
deliver increase staffing to the Office of the Legislative Assembly. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The 2016-17 appropriation to the Office of the Legislative Assembly (OLA) included 
funding of $15.9 million (2016-17 to 2019-20) to support an additional eight 
non-executive members and their staff (approximately 18 staff) and an additional 
1.8 full-time equivalent (FTE) administrative staff.  

As outlined in the Statement of Reasons tabled in the Assembly on 7 June 2016, while the 
funding being provided to the Legislative Assembly for these functions is less than 
requested, the Government considers that the additional appropriation provided in the 
Bill reflects an appropriate balance between the need to provide services to a larger 
Assembly, while ensuring that the Assembly is run at the minimum cost to ACT taxpayers.  

The Government also considers that, while the size of the Assembly will increase, this will 
lead to a better allocation of workload across members, and will not, of itself, increase 
the amount or complexity of work being undertaken by either the Assembly or the Office 
of the Legislative Assembly. 

For the same reason, the Government did not support increasing the number of library 
staff.  There will, however, be an additional 18 staff for non-executive members in the 
Assembly, providing significant capacity for research.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 43 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review its decision not to assist 
with research capacity in the ACT Legislative Assembly Library. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Funding matters in relation to the ACT Legislative Assembly Library are considered in the 
response to Recommendation 42 above.  
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RECOMMENDATION 44 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government considers how an independent 
budget could be established to include the Office of the Legislative Assembly, the 
Electoral Commissioner, the Auditor-General and non-Executive staffing. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Later this year there will be a review of the Budget Protocols that apply to the Office of 
the Legislative Assembly.  This will include consideration of the extension of the Protocols 
to include the other Officers of the Legislative Assembly, namely, the Auditor General 
and the Electoral Commissioner.  It will also include consideration of an independent 
budget.  The Chief Minister has advised the Speaker that this review will commence after 
the 2016 ACT Election and this will enable the 9th Assembly to be part of this process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 45 

The Committee recommends that the Office of the Legislative Assembly ensure all 
offices in the ACT Legislative Assembly have adequate access to Wi-fi. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The responsibility for ensuring adequate Wi-fi across the ACT Legislative Assembly lies 
with the Office of the Legislative Assembly.  Shared Services will work with the Office to 
facilitate access as required.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 46 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government initiate a review of the future 
and long-term accommodation needs of the ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Government Response 

Not agreed. 

The expansion of the Office of the Legislative Assembly has just been completed, with a 
total project budget of $5.3 million; this provides accommodation for the eight additional 
members and their staff.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 47 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government detail how it is defining ‘junk 
food’ in its public health initiatives. 

Government Response 

Noted. 
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The ACT Government is not looking to define the term ‘junk’ food, but does recognise the 
need for greater certainty around what is meant by ‘healthy’ and ‘unhealthy’ food and 
drink following the recent community consultation on food and drink marketing.  
Definitions of these terms are in development and will assist stakeholders, including 
businesses, sporting clubs, community groups and event organisers, to implement 
initiatives to reduce unhealthy food and drink marketing, and encourage healthier 
choices.   

In defining ‘healthy’ and ‘unhealthy’ food and drinks, the ACT Government will have 
regard to the existing ACT Public Sector Healthy Food and Drink Choices Policies, which 
classify food and drinks using the traffic light system.  This traffic light system is based on 
the Australian Dietary Guidelines, released under the auspice of the National Health and 
Medical Research Council, which recommend limiting the intake of foods containing 
saturated fat, added sugar and salt.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 48 

The Committee recommends that Access Canberra and the Land Development Agency 
work with stakeholders involved with the rubbish stockpile in Hume to ensure that 
environmental and land lease conditions are enforced. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Access Canberra, through the Environment Protection Agency, is currently working with 
the lessee to ensure that they adhere to all environmental requirements.  Access 
Canberra is encouraging the lessee to reduce stockpiles of materials to assist in the 
management of the site.  Access Canberra is will work with the Land Development 
Agency as required on the identification and management of alternate sites for heavier 
industrial activity. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 49 

The Committee recommends that future Budget Papers provide better detail for the 
output class relating to Access Canberra with respect to Budget descriptors and key 
performance indicators. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Access Canberra is undertaking a review of its accountability indicators during 2016-17.  
The review will assess the effectiveness of the current indicators with a view to ensuring 
any replacement indicators are strategic, measureable, relevant and in alignment with 
the Access Canberra vision. 
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RECOMMENDATION 50 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government outline the long-term strategy 
for managing the risk of increased costs associated with workers’ compensation 
scheme insurance premiums. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government remains committed to the health, safety and well-being of all ACT 
Government workers, whilst ensuring the scheme obtains the best possible value for 
money outcomes for the Territory. 

Significant resources are directed towards managing the Territory’s workers’ 
compensation liabilities, including via the Work Health and Safety and Workers’ 
Compensation Improvement Plan, which has been funded since 2011-12.   

Funding of $2.8 million has been directed to the Plan in 2016-17, to support a suite of 
mutually reinforcing initiatives including: 

 employment of specialist workers’ compensation and injury management staff to 
increase return to work service standards for injured workers; 

 early intervention injury management and staff training programs; 

 improved incident monitoring and response systems and procedures; and 

 the design and implementation a more cost effective workers’ compensation 
scheme within the Territory’s own legislative jurisdiction. 

The Improvement Plan has delivered positive returns on investment, having generated 
more than $20 million in premium cost reductions.  Further claim liability improvements 
are forecast as initiatives continue to be rolled out.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 51 

The Committee recommends that ACT Government Shared Services develop a local 
business access plan to facilitate the provision of services by local ACT firms. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

A new ACT Industry Participation Policy is currently under development.  This work is 
being led by the Local Industry Advocate and supported by Economic Development. 
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RECOMMENDATION 52 

The Committee recommends that the Minister responsible for Shared Services provides 
information on any anticipated job changes in Shared Services before the 
2016-17 Budget is debated and passed. 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 

The Government notes the need for Shared Services to review its structures to meet the 
changing demands of the Government, Directorates and the community.  Any future 
decisions with regards to operational structure arrangements will be clearly conveyed via 
discussions with employees and their representatives. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 53 

The Committee recommends that if the ACT Government fails to lodge a contract on 
the ACT Government Contracts Register within 30 days of that contract being signed, 
that it provide an explanation on the Contracts Register. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

From 1 July 2016, the Government Contracts Register has been improved, and is now 
located with tenders on the Tenders ACT section of the Procurement website.  The new 
Register enables quicker data entry and search functionality, as well as allowing the 
exporting of information about selected contracts to a spreadsheet, making it more 
user-friendly.  The Territory will investigate the cost and feasibility of further enhancing 
the Contracts Register to publish the reason/s where a contract has been notified beyond 
30 days after execution. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 54 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider the establishment of a 
lobbyist register for the ACT Public Service and report back to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly about how this system will be implemented. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The current ACT Register of Lobbyists (the Register) applies to public servants and is 
managed by the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

The guidelines for the Register outline that the Register applies to all ‘public officials’ 
being Members of the Legislative Assembly, any person employed by such a person 
under the Legislative Assembly (Members’ Staff) Act 1989; and any person employed 
under the Public Sector Management Act 1994 – which includes public servants.  
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The Register is supported by Guidelines, a Code of Conduct and an overarching principle 
that lobbying and lobbyists play a vital and beneficial role in any democracy.  All these 
elements are designed to support the work of MLAs for the ACT and to maintain public 
confidence in government process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 55 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider implementing a 
system that records details of relevant representations made to the ACT Government. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The ACT Government will investigate, with the Office of the Legislative Assembly, the 
feasibility of establishing a register of representations as part of the Lobbyist Register. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 56 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure a periodic report is 
published outlining the activities of the Local Industry Advocate. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The appointment of a Local Industry Advocate was identified as a priority activity in the 
ACT Government business development strategy Confident and Business Ready: Building 
on Our Strengths, released in May 2015.  Reporting on activities and outcomes of the 
work of the Local Industry Advocate will occur as part of the reporting framework of 
Confident and Business Ready. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 57 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide indicators in future 
Budget Papers on funding directed at the Small Business Innovation Program. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

At present the Small Business Innovation Program (SBIP) is delivered from within agency 
resources in CMTEDD.  The SBIP program itself does not contribute funding to projects.  
ACT Government directorates bring funded project ideas into the program.  This ensures 
directorates maintain ownership and responsibility for projects, and also ensures the 
projects are well supported through to completion. 
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RECOMMENDATION 58 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to promote Canberra 
as destination for international tourism and provide details to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly on progress in doing so. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

VisitCanberra is working with Tourism Australia and Singapore Airlines to finalise 
co-operative marketing partnership agreements that will see Canberra promoted to 
priority international markets through trade and consumer marketing programs and 
activities.  

VisitCanberra in partnership with Singapore Airlines and Tourism Australia has 
commenced marketing activities in Singapore and Malaysia. 

Marketing activities focus on raising awareness of key experiences in Canberra and 
promoting the new sales airfares to Canberra from Singapore and New Zealand.  
Proposed timings, activities and sales fares for each market: 

 Singapore – campaign commenced 20 June 2016 and includes a mix of outdoor, 
radio, print, digital, social, mobile and public relation activities.  Promotional sales 
fare of SGD$648 return. 

 Malaysia – campaign commenced 3 July 2016 and includes a mix of outdoor, 
radio, print, digital, social and PR activities.  Promotional sales fare of MYR$1,918 
return. 

VisitCanberra in partnership with Singapore Airlines ran a co-operative campaign in 
market in New Zealand promoting a sales fare of NZD$392 return.  The campaign ran 
from 2 May to 20 June 2016.  Activity included outdoor, radio, print, digital, social, 
primary sponsorship of Wellington Night Noodle Markets, public relations and trade 
promotions. 

VisitCanberra continues to drive destination awareness in key international markets via a 
range of trade and consumer activities.  These include: 

 Travel Revolution Consumer Fair, Singapore: February 2016. 

 Singapore Sales Mission: March 2016. 

 Inbound Tourism Operator workshop and familiarisation in partnership with 
ATEC: March 2016. 

 ATEC International ready workshop: May 2016. 

 AOT Mega familiarisation, with over 28 travel agents from 10 countries including 
UK, USA, Germany and Australia: May 2016. 

 Australian Tourism Exchange: May 2016. 

 ATE Pre and Post familiarisations with agents from Singapore and India to 
Canberra: May 2016. 

 Sichuan Airlines familiarisation: June 2016. 
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 Wellington Sales Mission: June 2016. 

Participation in Tourism Australia’s Aussie Specialist Program – online platform used to 
train retail travel agents in over 110 countries. 

Since the start of the year VisitCanberra has hosted 14 journalists and influencers 
through its Visiting Journalists and Influencer Program who have produced articles, blogs 
and images. 

The Canberra Region Visitors Centre continues to service visitors providing advice on all 
things to see and do in the nation’s capital. 

The Government has established the position for Commissioner for International 
Engagement to drive overall international strategy, which includes a focus on 
international tourism business opportunities. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 59 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government work closely with relevant 
stakeholders to ensure that any new facilities in the ACT meet the needs of the wider 
swim sports community. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

Appropriate consultation with user groups and the wider community will be undertaken 
in the course of any new facility developments.  Any future requests for funding will be 
considered by the Government against other competing priorities in the budget context.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 60 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to provide support to 
community sporting clubs so that community clubs can maintain much needed high 
quality sports facilities for the use of the wider community. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Government notes that not all community sporting clubs maintain facilities, and that 
any level of support is subject to consideration in the context of resource availability and 
other spending priorities in a future budget process. 
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RECOMMENDATION 61 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to keep the Kingston 
community informed on progress in the Kingston Foreshore Arts Precinct. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Community engagement will continue throughout the Kingston Arts Precinct 
development. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 62 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider long term funding for 
Kulture Break. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Government recognises the services Kulture Break provides to support personal 
development within the local arts community.  Kulture Break currently receives $15,000 
per year from the Education Directorate to provide services to schools. 

Any future requests for funding will be considered by the Government against other 
competing priorities in the budget context. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 63 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide adequate funds and 
upgrades to Tuggeranong Arts Centre to ensure that it is compliant with safety 
standards. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Upgrades to the Tuggeranong Arts Centre can be addressed through reprioritisation of 
the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate’s existing Capital 
Upgrades funding. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 64 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider raising, at a national 
or Ministerial Council level, the possibility of developing a National Personal Injury 
Register. 

Government Response 

Noted. 
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Each State has a Personal Injury Register (PIR) system that is used to capture data around 
Compulsory Third Party (CTP) scheme claims and payments.  The bulk of the PIR systems 
have been tailored to the individual requirements of each State’s CTP scheme given that 
all have a different scheme design and therefore, eligibility and compensation 
arrangements. 

The ACT CTP Regulator worked with all Heads of Motor Accidents and Insurance Schemes 
(HMAIS) during 2015 to examine the feasibility of moving to a common Injury Severity 
based CTP coding system.  The adoption of similar injury coding that would be required 
as part of any move to a National PIR, was considered not possible to achieve given the 
complexity of linking, translating and matching injury codes that varied between 
jurisdictions, reflective of States’ differing CTP schemes. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 65 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to support the 
community gaming model. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Government remains committed to the principles and operation of the community 
based gaming model. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 66 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider publishing the 
estimated superannuation liability discount rate for each of the out years in future 
Budgets. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The annual budget papers, the Unfunded Superannuation Liability chapter of Budget 
Paper 3 and the Superannuation Provision Account Budget Statement, always include 
details of the discount rate assumptions supporting the budget financial estimates for 
the budget and forward years.  This disclosure will continue. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 67 

The Committee recommends that the Budget Papers in following years clarify 
ministerial responsibilities in relation to associated Outputs. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government is proactively working to identify ways of improving the readability and 
accessibility of budget documentation.  This recommendation will be considered in that 
context. 
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RECOMMENDATION 68 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government clarify ministerial 
responsibilities relating to palliative care. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Ministerial responsibility for palliative care sits with the Minister for Health. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 69 

The Committee recommends that the Clinical Culture Committee provide an update, 
through the ACT Health Annual Report, on the progress of the implementation of the 
KPMG report on the Canberra Hospital. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Clinical Culture Committee (CCC) was established to develop, oversee and monitor 
initiatives to remove inappropriate workplace behaviours from ACT Health.  This includes 
addressing the findings of the Review of the Clinical Training Culture at Canberra Hospital 
and Health Services, which was conducted in September 2015 by KPMG.  The 14 member 
Committee meets monthly and is chaired by the ACT Health Director-General, Nicole 
Feely, and reports regularly to the Minster for Health. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 70 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the status of the implementation of the seven 
recommendations from the KPMG report into hospital culture. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 71 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the current status of accreditation for the Canberra public 
hospitals and for each of the separate divisions and accreditation of services by 
individual medical colleges, including the calendars for future accreditation inspections. 

Government Response 

Agreed in part. 

The Government notes that: 

 all Public Hospitals within the ACT have attained full accreditation status against 
the National Safety and Quality Health Service Standards.  This includes Canberra 
Hospital and Health Services and Calvary Hospital; and  
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 there is no set calendar of accreditation inspections, they are determined by each 
College. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 72 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide detail to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the total expenditure outlaid to develop the previous facilities 
development plan for the Canberra Hospital. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

ACT Health has provided a response to the Committee – refer to Question on Notice 
E16-303. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 73 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on current capital redevelopments at Canberra Hospital including 
the current and planned decanting plans and the status of the extension of the 
Emergency Department. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health advises that the Emergency Department Expansion is underway at the 
Canberra Hospital campus.  The first three stages of this project are complete, delivering: 

 Stage 1: the Emergency Medicine Unit and Mental Health Short Stay Unit; 

 Stage 2: Paediatric Streaming function, and the Clinical Forensic Medicine Service; 
and 

 Stage 3: Discharge Stream. 

The project is due for completion in late 2016. 

Additionally, ACT Health is currently undertaking a number of capital works at Canberra 
Hospital including: 

 hospital road upgrades, inclusive in ground and above ground upgrades to 
services infrastructure, as part of the Continuity of Services – Essential 
Infrastructure (COSEI) project; 

 mechanical and engineering upgrades, including lift works, as part of the 
Canberra Hospital Essential Works – Infrastructure and Engineering (CHEWIE) 
project; and 

 installation of solar panels on the roof of the multi-storey car park. 
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RECOMMENDATION 74 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the current capacity of sterilisation services for ACT hospitals. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health advises that sterilising services for ACT Hospitals is currently a fully ISO 
accredited service and is meeting all demand for ACT Health. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 75 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the upgrade of sterilisation facilities for ACT Health and plans 
for relocation of these services on the Canberra Hospital campus. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health is currently undertaking a proof of concept study to advise the most 
practicable location for the delivery of sterilising services across ACT Health. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 76 

The Committee recommends that the Health Directorate investigate low uptake of 
private cover utilisation in the ACT and measures that could be undertaken to improve 
this. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

This is a matter for Federal Government. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 77 

The Committee recommends that the Health Directorate release quarterly data reports 
within two months of each quarter concluding. 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 

ACT Health is cognisant of the need to ensure that data is correct.  Quality assurance 
processes take time to complete. 
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RECOMMENDATION 78 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the progress of implementing the recommendations of the 
Auditor-General report 1/2016 into Calvary Public Hospital financial and performance 
reporting and management. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Refer to the ACT Government Response tabled in the Assembly on 4 August 2016. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 79 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider providing a detailed 
public review of the performance of the Walk-In Centres including costs of operation, 
numbers of patients seen, numbers of ‘did not waits’ and numbers of those referred; 
including to general practitioners, and those patients requesting consultation 
information be provided to general practitioners. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Adequate information on the walk in centres is provided through regular health service 
reporting and specific information provided to the Select Committee.  For example, the 
number of patients seen and the ‘did not waits’ is reported in the ACT Health Annual 
Reports. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 80 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on strategies to reduce waiting times for elective surgery. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health advises that they will continue to build on the strategies implemented in 
2015-16, which resulted in 900 fewer people on the long wait list.  The focus of the 
strategy moving into 2016-17 continues to be improving access and includes: 

 Boost to capacity: The ACT Government invested in additional elective surgery 
in 2016-17 which will provide increased access to surgery and the number of 
patients treated.  

 Continue to drive reform in wait list management: This is a continuation of the 
focus on our existing booking procedures and review of the wait list to ensure 
that it accurately captures the readiness of people for surgery. 

 Improved utilisation of existing theatre capacity: This includes working with the 
private sector to increase our overall theatre capacity. 
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RECOMMENDATION 81 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on strategies to reduce waiting times for non-emergency 
non-elective surgery. 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 

There is currently no category of non-emergency non-elective surgery that ACT Health 
reports on, therefore waiting times are unable to be calculated. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 82 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government advise the ACT Legislative 
Assembly on the status of capital work at the University of Canberra Public Hospital 
including when it will be opened, when it will be fully operational, and the cost. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health advises that construction for the University of Canberra Public Hospital 
(UCPH) has commenced and is expected to be opened in 2018.  To date, the capital 
appropriation for the UCPH is $212 million. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 83 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review the planning, scoping 
and delivery of the Secure Mental Health Facility given the additional time and funding 
required to complete the project. 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 

The Secure Mental Health Unit is on time, and on budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 84 

The Committee recommends that adequate support is provided to staff in the Adult 
Mental Health Unit given the number and types of incidents recorded. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The safety of all staff is ACT Health’s paramount concern and will continue to provide 
support to all staff in the Adult Mental Health Unit. 
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RECOMMENDATION 85 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides advice on how it is 
addressing the increases in sexually transmitted infections, including HIV and 
chlamydia. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

 The Government launched the Hepatitis B virus (HBV), Hepatitis C virus (HCV), 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Sexually Transmissible Infections: 
ACT Statement of Priorities 2016-2020 (ACT Statement of Priorities) in June 2016.  
An implementation plan is currently being developed to detail the critical steps 
towards the operationalisation of the priorities. 

 Priorities described within the ACT Statement of Priorities align the ACT budget 
initiative, ‘Expanding access to sexual health and blood borne virus services’.  This 
dedicated budget will support the ACT in working towards identified priorities 
and the National targets for sexual health and blood borne viruses. 

 Projects within the budget initiative will aim to expand HBV, HCV, HIV and 
sexually transmissible infection (STI) vaccination, testing and treatment services, 
with a particular emphasis on outreach to vulnerable populations.  Education and 
prevention will be cornerstones of the proposed activities, and programs will help 
address complex sexual health issues experienced within the ACT community. 

 In addition, the Communicable Disease Control Section (CDC) of the Health 
Protection Service monitors the incidence of STIs, including HIV and Chlamydia.  
CDC provides data on STIs to the ACT Ministerial Advisory Council on Sexual 
Health, HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis and Related Diseases (SHAHRD) and works with 
the Canberra Sexual Health Centre and ACT General Practitioners in relation to 
the follow up of notified cases and contacts of STIs in line with recommended 
contact tracing guidelines. 
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RECOMMENDATION 86 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on how it is addressing the issues of smoking rates in teenage and 
indigenous women. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Smoking rates in teenagers continue to decline in the ACT, as long-term Australian 
Secondary Students Alcohol and Drug Survey (ASSAD) data indicate.  The proportion of 
secondary students who have never smoked almost doubled between 1996 (44 per cent) 
and 2014 (81 per cent).  However, smoking rates in ACT pregnant women under the age 
of 20 years (42 per cent) were much higher than in women aged 35 years or more 
(5 per cent).  Also, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women were six times more likely 
to smoke during pregnancy (48 per cent) than their non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander counterparts (8 per cent) (Data as published in Healthy Canberra: ACT Chief 
Health Officer’s Report 2016). 

In 2015-2016, ACT Health implemented the following initiatives to address smoking rates 
in ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities: 

 Funding was provided to Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health Service 
(Winnunga) to support a number of smoking cessation activities including: 
development of new information materials for pregnant smokers, community 
education and events, staff education and professional development, the 
purchase of new educational resources, and provision of NRT (free to clients 
where costs would otherwise be associated).  

 Funding to Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation (Gugan Gulwan) for the 
development of additional materials for Street Beat, the Arts and Therapy 
Program, and other programs; smoking cessation activities for Little Brotha Little 
Sista Playgroup, Young Women’s Group and Young Men’s Group; and community 
education and events. 

 Funding to  the  Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Association ACT (ATODA) to 
undertake a small smoking cessation capacity building project in partnership with 
a local health mainstream community service provider that has a high proportion 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander family clients                                                                                

 Additional ‘Beyond Today...it’s up to you’ campaign resources were provided to 
Winnunga and Gugan Gulwan for distribution 

 A review of the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Tobacco Control Strategy 
2010-11 – 2013-4 and a plan for updating the strategy was completed.        

 ACT Health continued to support the Tackle Smoking Program, through its Service 
Funding Agreement with Winnunga. 

 ACT Health continued to support the Street Beat Youth Outreach Network, 
through its Service Funding Agreement with Gugan Gulwan.  The Street Beat 
service includes smoking cessation information, education, referral and support, 
for at-risk Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander young people. 
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RECOMMENDATION 87 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on how it is addressing the issue of E cigarettes and its health 
impact. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

In April 2016, the ACT Legislative Assembly passed the Smoke Free Legislation 
Amendment Act 2016 (the Act).  The Act that commenced on 1 August 2016 regulates the 
sale, promotion and use of personal vaporisers, including e-cigarettes, as smoking 
products.  The Act amended the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1927   
(previously the Tobacco Act 1927), the Smoke-Free Public Places Act 2003 and Smoking 

in Cars with Children (Prohibition) Act 2011 to define personal vaporisers and related 
products as smoking products. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 88 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provides an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on how it is addressing the issues of increased alcohol 
consumption in women aged 45-55 years. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

ACT Health invests in a comprehensive suite of specialist alcohol and other drug 
treatment services for those with severe alcohol problems including withdrawal, 
counselling and day and residential rehabilitation programs. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 89 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop and implement more 
useful strategic objectives and indicators for ACT Corrective Services. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

ACT Corrective Services (ACTCS) is included in the Justice and Community Safety Strategic 
Objective 2 (Safe Communities).  ACTCS has continued to develop and improve on 
performance indicators since the 2014 Review conducted by Oakton.  The agency is 
currently procuring a new information management solution and will consider further 
improvements to its strategic and accountability indicators following implementation of 
this system. 
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RECOMMENDATION 90 

The Committee recommends the ACT Government advise what their strategy is for 
tampering with security equipment is taken at the Alexander Maconochie Centre. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

All security equipment installation and repair within the ACT’s correctional centres is 
undertaken considering the environment and, where possible, measures are taken to 
secure the equipment to minimise tampering. 

All matters relating to discipline in the ACT’s correctional centres are provided for in 
Chapter 10 of the Corrections Management Act 2007 (CMA).  Detainees that are found to 
have committed a disciplinary breach (which may include tampering with security 
equipment) are subject to disciplinary action under the Corrections Management 
(Detainee Disciplinary) Policy 2012 and the Corrections Management (Detainee 
Disciplinary) Procedure 2012.  Disciplinary actions are prescribed in Division 10.3.5 of the 
CMA.  

  

RECOMMENDATION 91 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider the implementation of 
phone jamming technology at the Alexander Maconochie Centre. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Jurisdictions were recently invited to apply to the Australian Media and Communications 
Authority to undertake mobile phone jamming equipment trials in their prisons, 
providing certain criteria could be me.  The AMCA set the criteria to be a) 500 metres or 
greater from major roads (other than the road into the facility), residences or businesses 
and b) one kilometre or greater from the nearest transmitter site used to supply public 
telephone networks.  Unfortunately, the ACTCS does not meet one of the two criteria as 
the access road to the AMC is a major highway and the fenced compound of the AMC at 
its nearest point to the highway is only 200 metres; consequently ACTCS is unable to 
participate. 

In relation to the second criterion, the closest mobile phone tower to the AMC is 
1.5 kilometres away.  While this meets the second criterion, it is a marginal and in the 
context of the AMC being located within 1.1 kilometres of the Snowy Hydro Southcare 
Helicopter base and the ACT's Emergency Services Centre, there is remaining concern 
about any risks to public safety should services be interrupted for any reason in the 
course of a mobile phone jamming trial in the AMC.  That risk is considered 
unacceptable. 

ACTCS is a member of the Corrective Services Administrators Council Emerging 
Technologies Working Group; at which phone jamming is a standing agenda item.  The 
Working Group is also exploring further options (in conjunction with telecommunications 
authorities and carriers) with specific focus on further detection opportunities.  
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ACTCS is also regularly monitoring technological and procedural developments to 
ascertain what other steps may be taken to prevent entry and/or use of contraband 
phones in prisons. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 92 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government considers additional strategies 
or equipment including high-volume hoses and pumping equipment. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The ACT Government, through the ACT Emergency Services Agency (ESA), has previously 
considered the use of high-volume pumping equipment with large diameter hoses.  On 
17 December 2015, ACT Fire and Rescue (ACTF&R) officers attended a demonstration of 
a Hytrans Bulk Water Transfer System unit near East Basin on Lake Burley Griffin.  The 
demonstration included deployment of a high-volume hydraulic pump at the boat ramp 
with several hundred metres of 150 mm hose and then pumping water to an ACTF&R 
pumper.  While the demonstration was successful, it was concluded that there is no need 
for ESA to have this highly specialised capability at this time, given that there are more 

than sufficient water flows and pressures available through the ACT reticulated network 
managed by Icon Water.  Further, the suitability of such high-volume pumping 
equipment is limited to areas in the vicinity of large static water supplies. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 93 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure that the ACT Bushfire 
Council is consulted effectively on the appointment of the Chief Officer of the Rural Fire 
Service. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

A recent amendment to the Emergencies Act 2004 creates an obligation for the ACT 
Bushfire Council (the Council) to be consulted on guidelines made by the Commissioner, 
where those guidelines establish standards required for appointment to senior roles 
within the ACT Rural Fire Service.  This ensures that the Council is able to contribute to 
the development of skills, abilities and other prerequisites required for appointment to 
senior roles, but not the position itself.  This is consistent with the consultation 
arrangements for similar bodies in other jurisdictions. 
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RECOMMENDATION 94 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government detail to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly, by the last sitting day of August 2016, at what time a second aerial appliance 
would be required for the ACT. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The current 44 metre Aerial Ladder (Bronto) operated by ACT Fire and Rescue is 
considered to be sufficient at this time in terms of undertaking rescues from heights in 
buildings or providing elevated water streams at major fires .  Whether a second aerial 
appliance is required is dependent on the future development of high-rise and large 
commercial buildings in the ACT.  This means that a precise time at which additional 
aerial firefighting and rescue capability is required cannot be accurately estimated.  
However any additional capability is not foreseen within the current four year budget 
cycle.  The ESA continually monitors the capability requirements of its operational 
services, including the need for additional specialised vehicles. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 95 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on consorting laws in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Government has been working closely with ACT Policing to develop proposals for 
enhancing laws targeting serious and organised criminal activity in the ACT, which has 
included consideration of consorting laws for the ACT.  

On 9 June 2016 the Attorney-General released a public discussion paper on consorting 
laws for the ACT, seeking submissions from the community.  The Government received 
eight submissions on the discussion paper.  While two of the submissions expressed 
support for the proposals, six outlined strong arguments for not introducing consorting 
laws in the Territory.  Seven of the submissions have been published on the Justice and 
Community Safety Directorate website for information.  

Based on the feedback through various consultation processes, and the importance of 
ensuring that consorting laws are human rights compliant, the Attorney-General decided 
to continue to keep consorting laws under review for the time being. 

This decision is consistent with the approach taken by the ACT Government to date, 
which involves pursuing considered and targeted responses to the threat to the ACT 
community posed by serious and organised crime. 

The Government continues to work closely with ACT Policing on how outlaw motorcycle 
gang activity can be best addressed in our jurisdiction.  
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RECOMMENDATION 96 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on what measures and policies are in place or working on in order 
to ensure that the ACT is effectively responding to the manufacturing, distribution, and 
use of crystal methamphetamine (ice). 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT worked with the National Ice Taskforce in the development of a National Ice 
Action Strategy published in December 2015. 

People who use ice, and their families, need to be provided with access to information, 
support and treatment.  It is important that advice and interventions are available in 
locations where users will access them and in ways that will work for them. 

The ACT Government is providing that support. 

In May 2016, the ACT Government announced $6 million in additional funding over four 
years to strengthen drug treatment capacity in the territory, taking the total ACT 
Government funding to more than $71 million over the next four years for drug 
treatment and support services in the ACT.  The package increases the capacity of 
services to prevent and respond to increasing methamphetamine (ice) and other drug 
related harms. 

The five initiatives funded within the $6 million, four year funding package include: 

 $690,000 annually to maintain the additional capacity created in 2015-16 through 
one-off funding to six drug treatment and support services: Karralika Program Inc, 
Directions ACT, Toora Women Inc, the Ted Noffs Foundation, the Salvation Army 
Canberra Recovery Service and Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation. 

 $115,000 annually to maintain the additional capacity created in 2015-16 through 
one-off funding to the Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Association to assist drug 
treatment and support services to deliver accessible, relevant interventions to 
those experiencing drug problems. 

 $375,000 annually to increase the capacity of drug rehabilitation programs to 
provide post treatment support in conjunction with peer treatment support 
workers. 

 $115,000 annually to maintain the additional capacity created in 2015-16 through 
one-off funding to roll-out the successful naloxone program through the Canberra 
Alliance for Harm Minimisation and Advocacy. 

 $125,000 annually to provide booster training sessions for drug treatment and 
support workers and to assess the alcohol and other drug education and training 
needs of those working in allied sectors to customise and deliver training. 

A further $2 million was announced in the 2016-17 ACT Government Budget to fund 
services that provide support and referrals to specialist drug and alcohol treatment 
services to prevent these issues resulting in violence in the home. 
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The proposed 2016-2020 Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs Strategy includes a number 
of strategies that address the national drug taskforce outcomes. 

ACT Policing has a focus on reducing the supply and use of illicit drugs, including 
methamphetamine.  

The Final Report of the National Drug Taskforce emphasised the importance of disrupting 
the illicit drug supply chain through seizures and arrests.  The report also identified 
maturing collaboration and coordination arrangements between Commonwealth, state 
and territory law enforcement agencies as a key area of focus for law enforcement.  

The ‘Dob in a Dealer’ campaign and the ACT Policing Chemical Diversion Desk are two 
initiatives aimed at increasing drug seizures.  In the 2015-16 financial year, ACT Policing 
made over 580 drug seizures amounting to almost 34.5 kilograms of illicit drugs.  In 
October 2015 ACT Policing conducted two large-scale operations specifically in relation 
to ice.  One operation seized $550,000 worth of ice, whilst the second seized 
10 kilograms of ice. 

ACT Policing also has a dedicated Chemical Diversion Desk which liaises regularly with all 
other jurisdictions in relation to identifying and dismantling clandestine laboratories. 

ACT Policing supports the use of its Drug Diversion Program to reduce the use of illicit 
drugs.  The Drug Diversion Program is an early intervention strategy which diverts 
suitable drug offenders into treatment and away from the criminal justice system.  

Efforts to combat the supply and use of drugs are complemented by ACT Health 
measures to treat and support illicit drug users, including training front-line workers, 
residential and non-residential rehabilitation programs, withdrawal management, 
counselling, information and education, support and case management, 
pharmacotherapy and drug diversion. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 97 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an update to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on what specific work has been done to implement the national 
drug taskforce outcomes in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

See response to Recommendation 96. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 98 

The Committee recommends that when information becomes available to the ACT 
Government from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission regarding 
petrol prices in the ACT, that the responsible Minister presents this information in the 
ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 
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The ACT Government is committed to working closely with the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to explore mechanisms to increase competition and 
transparency in the ACT fuel market, given the significant expense that the cost of petrol 
is for many Canberra households. 

The ACCC regularly releases key information in relation to its ongoing price monitoring 
role for fuel, including quarterly reports on fuel price movements across Australia and 
reports resulting from in depth studies of particular markets.  These reports are publically 
available through the ACCC’s website. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 99 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government make representations to the 
liability insurer for the now-liquidated Olsten Electrical Cables, the former distributor 
of Infinity cable, regarding possible remedies for Infinity cable installations. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The issues concerning the installation of infinity cable are national and the response is 
being led by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC).  Access 
Canberra has contacted the ACCC to ascertain the relevant information in consideration 

of the Committee’s recommendation.  The ACCC advise that whilst there was Public and 
Product Liability Cover, the policy expressly excluded consumer product recalls and did 
not cover claims for any loss suffered as a result of a recall or from the sale of faulty 
goods. 

Access Canberra and the ACCC have undertaken a range of activities to propagate 
information regarding the dangers associated with Infinity and Olsent brand cables.  This 
has included providing guidance and information to both industry and consumers in 
relation to the identification and removal of the product.  Access Canberra will continue 
to highlight the inherent dangers associated with Infinity Cable and other aging cables 
through media and targeted industry messaging. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 100 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continues to improve 
consultation practices to ensure that industry and community bodies are consulted 
before changes to the planning system. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Government will continue to engage with industry and community bodies to ensure 
that transparent stakeholder engagement is undertaken before any changes are enacted 
to the planning system.  The new online portal commenced in August 2016. 
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RECOMMENDATION 101 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government reviews solar access provisions. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

This recommendation is partially complete through Variation to the Territory Plan No 346 
(V346) which alters solar access provisions in new areas.  The Government will continue 
to work with stakeholders to develop a suitable solution for existing areas. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 102 

The Committee recommends that the Minister for Planning and Land Development 
inform the ACT Legislative Assembly before the last sitting day in August 2016 of the 
estimated timeline for progressing the Light Rail Master Plan. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

Keeping Canberra Moving which was released in July 2016 identified the future light rail 
network and, based on the outcomes of community consultation, the four priority 
corridors being considered for the next stage of light rail. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 103 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice on the proposed 
heritage listing of Canberra. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government will seek an update on the status of the Australian Heritage 
Council’s consideration of the potential heritage listing of Canberra – the planned 
national capital. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 104 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop a plan to promote 
heritage tourism for the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government has already implemented the ACT Government’s Canberra Tracks 
initiative and the Canberra and Region Heritage Festival.   

Canberra Tracks is a series of self drive heritage trails throughout Canberra, supported by 
interpretive signage, a website and smart phone applications, and tourism media 
available at attractions, the visitor centres, hotel receptions and at Floriade.   
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Delivering the annual heritage festival provides expertise in engaging with the public to 
heighten awareness of heritage.  

The ACT Government will continue to build upon these platforms to further promote 
heritage tourism for the ACT.  The Government further notes that heritage tourism is 
captured in VisitCanberra’s marketing strategy aimed at raising awareness of key 
destination experiences.  These experiences include: 

• arts and culture; 

• food and wine; 

• outdoors and nature; 

• family fun; and 

• major events and festivals 

 

RECOMMENDATION 105 

The Committee recommends that the Environment and Planning Directorate consider 
including additional accountability indicators related to the Conservator of Flora and 
Fauna in the 2017-18 ACT Budget. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 106 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide clarification as to why 
incomplete school census numbers were given in responding to an ACT Legislative 
Assembly motion, insofar as it failed to include, without explanation, preschool 
numbers which the February census statistics did include. 

Government Response 

Agreed.  

The ACT Government response to the ACT Legislative Assembly motion of 6 April 2016 
defined the student population for capacity and projection reporting as kindergarten to 
year 12 students, based on the February 2016 School Census.  

The Education Directorate reports data in a number of formats and may include ‘all’ or a 
‘subset’ of the total student population and will be dependent on stakeholder 
requirements.  For future reporting, additional notes will be provided to ensure the 
audience is aware of the scope and/or restriction placed over reported data. 

The management of preschool enrolments considers a number of factors differently to 
the other year levels, allowing the Education Directorate to effectively cater for 
preschool enrolment demand.  These factors include: class size requirements under the 
National Quality Framework, number of preschool sessions, the configuration of learning 
spaces, the preschool school site and the variability of preschool enrolment numbers.  
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RECOMMENDATION 107 

The Committee recommends that the Education Directorate be consistent in how it 
calculates capacity in each ACT school so as to accurately reflect enrolment vacancies. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Education Directorate has an existing consistent process and methodology in place. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 108 

The Committee recommends that the Education Directorate work closely with 
principals when assessing and determining what are reasonable capacity numbers for 
each ACT public school. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Education Directorate will continue to work closely with principals to determine 
reasonable capacity numbers for each ACT public school.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 109 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to work closely with 
the non government sector to facilitate better cross sectoral cooperation in such areas 
as Teacher Quality Institute accredited courses. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government is continuing its work with the non-government sector to facilitate 
better cross sectoral cooperation including for accredited courses.  A current example is 
the work being undertaken around ‘Schools for All’. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 110 

The Committee recommends that arrangements for teachers applying for or renewing 
their Working with Vulnerable People registration be streamlined across the relevant 
agencies. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The Education Directorate, Access Canberra and Teacher Quality Institute are working 
together to streamline renewal of Working with Vulnerable People registration. 
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RECOMMENDATION 111 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice about how 
people are notified about the expiration of their Working With Vulnerable People 
cards. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

As part of registration review processes associated with Working With Vulnerable People 
accreditation, Access Canberra writes to current registered card holders eight weeks 
prior to expiry of the registration.  In addition, Access Canberra engages with employers 
and peak bodies to encourage their staff and volunteers to renew in a timely manner. 

Considering the education sphere, teaching staff are notified by three Government 
entities: Access Canberra; ACT Teacher Quality Institute and their employer. 

Access Canberra communicates with individuals eight weeks prior to expiry date of 
registration, the ACT Teacher Quality Institute four weeks from expiry of registration, and 
if required, one week from expiry.  Employers have daily and weekly communications 
with individuals to raise awareness of, and compliance with, renewed Working with 
Vulnerable People registration. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 112 

The Committee recommends that the Education Directorate publish either in the 
Budget Papers or in the Annual Report the satisfaction surveys ratings for each of the 
categories of schools and what strategies are in place to enhance satisfaction. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

Overall satisfaction with public school education by school type (colleges, high schools, 
primary schools, P-10 schools, specialist schools and early childhood schools) is also 
published annually on the Education Directorate website in an information sheet 
entitled, What do people think about ACT public schools? The information sheet states 
that the survey results contribute to the school improvement process within each ACT 
public school. 

The Budget Papers also report the overall satisfaction of students and parents and carers 
at Strategic Objective 2.   

In addition, detailed school level results are published in School Board reports each year 
and ACT results are highlighted in the Education Directorate’s Annual Report.   
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RECOMMENDATION 113 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide information about how 
they audit vital school facilities such as pools and other equipment in special schools 
and whether they are subject to an annual condition assessment to ensure the facilities 
are in working condition. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Education Directorate currently prepares Condition Assessment Reports for all 
school facilities every three years.  These reports include hydrotherapy pools at special 
schools.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 114 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government work with the non government 
schools sector to facilitate all schools being able to move to online NAPLAN testing. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government is working closely with all ACT schools, including independent and 
catholic sector schools, in the move to NAPLAN Online.  Catholic Education Office and 
Association of Independent Schools representatives are an integral part of the ACT’s 
NAPLAN Online project governance board.  The ACT NAPLAN Online project team is 
working closely with all ACT schools, including training and helpdesk support, to ensure 
system, school and student readiness in the move to online assessment. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 115 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government work with the non government 
school sector to facilitate long term land release in future school planning. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government is working on improvements to processes associated with the 
provision of land for new non-government sector schools.  An Expression of Interest 
process will ensure the distribution of land in green field estates to the non-government 
school sector is provided on an equitable basis, and also recognise the broader 
community benefit and capacity planning issues. 
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RECOMMENDATION 116 

The Committee recommends that CIT continue to work with the renewable energy 
sector in assessing the workforce that will be required to meet the ACT Government’s 
renewable energy target. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

CIT is working, and will continue to work, with the renewable energy sector through the 
CIT Renewable Energy Skills Centre of Excellence Board.  Membership of the Board 
includes representatives from industry (NEOEN, Megawatt Capital, and CWP 
Renewables), ACT Government and CIT executive.  It is also intended to invite other 
industry representatives as the scope of training widens.  In addition, CIT will continue to 
work with the renewable energy sector through its membership on the Clean Energy 
Council and by maintaining a presence at various renewable energy forums 

 

RECOMMENDATION 117 

The Committee recommends that ACT Government continue to support the CIT 
Renewable Energy Skills Centre and expand funding and partnership agreements 
through engagement with the private sector. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government supports the CIT Renewable Energy Skills Centre through its annual 
appropriation to CIT.  To date, specific funding has come to CIT through industry as part 
of the ACT Government Renewable Energy Industry Development Framework.   

The Government is on track to achieve the 100 per cent renewable energy target by 2020 
and in partnership with industry, the ACT Government provides a comprehensive 
package of funding to support Canberra-based renewable energy business and to attract 
new ventures to the city.  The Renewable Energy Innovation Fund will allocate 
$12 million over five years for trades training innovation, energy research partnerships, 
an energy innovation precinct and technology demonstrations. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 118 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide reports to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the Community Recovery, Youth Engagement, Office for 
Ageing, Office for Women, Office of Disability, Multicultural Affairs and Office for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, including the exact costings of the 
programs and projects run by each sub-unit, by the last sitting week in August 2016. 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 
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The Community Services Directorate will provide a more detailed report regarding 
Community Recovery, Youth Engagement, Office for Ageing, Office for Women, Office of 
Disability, Multicultural Affairs and Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs 
in the annual report for 2015-16, including the programs and projects run by each sub 
unit.  

The Government does not agree to providing exact costings for each program as this is 
impractical due to the overlapping of resources across each of the areas and programs.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 119 

The Committee recommends that in future Budget Papers the ACT Government amend 
Output Class 2.2 Community Participation to create separate appropriate 
accountability indicators for each of the sub-units below: 

 Corporate 

 Women 

 Multicultural Affairs 

 Ageing 

 Youth engagement 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs 

 Veterans and Seniors 

Government Response 

Not Agreed. 

The Community Participation Output Class is not disaggregated and this allocation is 
impractical due to the overlapping of resources across each of the areas and programs.   
The emphasis is to get the team to work across the various policy and engagement areas 
to obtain greater effectiveness. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 120 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to work with disability 
service providers as the ACT fully transitions to the NDIS. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government has committed additional resources in the 2016-17 Budget to 
enable the ACT NDIS taskforce to continue through to June 2017.  The ACT NDIS 
Taskforce will continue to support people with disability and specialist disability service 
providers alike to effectively transition to the NDIS while finalising programs funded 
through the Commonwealth Sector Development Fund. 
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RECOMMENDATION 121 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report back to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly within a year of transferring funds and responsibility of Therapy 
ACT services to the Education Directorate on the effectiveness of service provided. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government agrees to report back to the ACT Legislative Assembly regarding the 
delivery of allied health services undertaken by the Education Directorate.  However, the 
transferred funding will be used to expand existing services delivered by the Education 
Directorate and it will be difficult to separately identify the service outcomes resulting 
from the portion of funding transferred from the Community Services Directorate. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 122 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government update the ACT Legislative 
Assembly on what actions are being taken to find suitable alternative accommodation 
for Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Gugan Gulwan Aboriginal Youth Corporation operates from a former youth centre in 
Erindale, with space of 500 square metres.  The ACT Government has completed a 
number of improvements to their tenancy to support Gugan Gulwan at their existing 
centre. 

The Government has also made several offers of alternative accommodation.  Spaces 
offers at Pearce Community Centre, former Health Centre at Calwell and Erindale 
Business Park were not accepted as they were a shared tenancy.  Sole occupancy at 
Tharwa Neighbourhood Hall was rejected because of distance and transport concerns 
and because of existing relationships in the area.  

The Government is continuing to work closely with Gugan Gulwan to find suitable 
accommodation with particular reference to the south side of Canberra which is their 
preferred location.    

 

RECOMMENDATION 123 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government prioritise accommodation for 
Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation in future community capital works. 

Government Response 

Noted. 
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RECOMMENDATION 124 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consult with the Australian 
Government on a suitable data collection strategy in relation to ACT resident Veterans. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The ACT Government will consult with the Commonwealth Government on a suitable 
data collection strategy in relation to ACT resident Veterans and how this might be 
incorporated to inform future programs and policies to support ACT veterans in the 
future. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 125 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review relevant indicators to 
better reflect the occupancy of Bimberi Youth Justice Centre. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Child and Youth Protection Services (CYPS) measures the occupancy of Bimberi Youth 
Justice Centre by custody nights.  CYPS also measures average occupation per day which 
provides a comprehensive view of the occupancy rates of Bimberi Youth Justice Centre.  
CYPS will review the target for the indicator ‘number of custody days used annually’ for 
future reporting purposes. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 126 

The Committee recommends that the Community Services Directorate start collecting 
data in relation to the total amount of time it takes for an adoption process to be 
finalised in the ACT. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

Child and Youth Protection Services will sample retrospective adoption approvals and 
provide average timeframes relating to measureable milestones in the adoption process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 127 

The Committee recommends that the Community Services Directorate implements a 
communication and feedback loop process to ensure that parties who are in an 
adoption process can seek timely and relevant information regarding the status of an 
application. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 
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Practice guidance will be given to case managers to ensure all parties of an adoption 
process are provided with advice about the progress of adoption orders, consistent with 
legal processes. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 128 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider encouraging more ACT 
Housing tenants to utilise direct debit payment schemes. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

Housing ACT tenants are already encouraged to utilise direct debit payment systems.  For 
tenants with a poor payment history, use of direct debit payment systems may be a 
condition of their tenancy agreement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 129 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider developing a plan for 
Oaks Estate to improve social cohesion in consultation with residents. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Oaks Estate Master Plan, released in 2014, was informed by community and key 
stakeholder feedback and includes recommendations to improve traffic movement and 
the public domain, and harmonise land uses to maintain what is valued in Oaks Estate. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 130 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report, by the last sitting day of 
2016, to the ACT Legislative Assembly on the merger of Territory and Municipal 
Services Directorate and Capital Metro Agency and its progress. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The merger of these directorates into the Transport Canberra and City Services 
Directorate (TCCS) involved detailed planning involving employee engagement, 
budgeting, governance, internal communications and updating corporate systems across 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT), human resources, and finance.  
Overall, the creation of TCCS was successful with a significant amount of pre-work and 
planning allowing for a well planned and trouble free operationalisation of the new 
Directorate on 1 July.  Work is continuing in a number of areas, including ICT, governance 
and the identification of suitable accommodation for the combined TCCS.   
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RECOMMENDATION 131 

The Committee recommends that Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 
ensures that portable and attractive items are listed on internal registers. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 132 

The Committee recommends that the Minister who is responsible for the allocation in 
the Budget be the Minister to appear before the Estimates Committee to answer 
questions on that allocation. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 133 

The Committee recommends that light rail receives its own budget output within the 
Transport Canberra Output. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The establishment of Transport Canberra was undertaken to ensure that light rail is 
integrated into the delivery of public transport services across Canberra.  The 
Government will ensure that the reporting remains clear and transparent.  For example, 
the reporting of Output Class 1 – Transport Canberra, in the 2016-17 Budget Papers 
includes a specific section for Light Rail and includes three accountability indicators and 
targets for delivery in 2016-17.  Further, it is noted that the majority of light rail funding 
in 2016-17 is capital expenditure. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 134 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government completes a detailed business 
case and staging analysis before committing to further stages of light rail. 

Government Response 

Noted. 
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RECOMMENDATION 135 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the removal of trees on Northbourne Avenue by the last sitting 
day in August 2016. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The majority of tree removal will occur during 2017. 

There is a staged tree replacement strategy planned for Northbourne Avenue as part of 
the light rail project works.  A detailed reconciliation of the period between removal and 
replacement of trees is currently underway to determine that no section of the corridor 
would be without trees for more than approximately 6 months.  

New plantings within the Northbourne median will be of Eucalyptus mannifera species. 
There will be more trees in the median of Northbourne Ave following the construction of 
light rail than exist currently. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 136 

The Committee recommends that the relevant  Minister inform the ACT Legislative 
Assembly by the last sitting day in 2016 on plans to reduce the impact of drying pads  
for gross pollutant traps on nearby residents and options for moving the drying pads to 
the Mitchell or Mugga Lane Resource Management Centres. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The Government has an ongoing program of work in its Capital Upgrades Program to 
improve facilities at gross pollutant traps to reduce impacts on surrounding residents.  
Since 2015, the program has seen improvements implemented at nine locations.  During 
2016-17, measures, valued at around $250,000, such as perimeter fencing, plant 
screening, access track upgrades, general maintenance and improved pollution control 
will be implemented at 3 or 4 additional locations. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 137 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government outline if and when Nudurr 
Drive will be constructed and extended to Gungahlin Drive. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

Currently a project to extend Nudurr Drive to Gungahlin Drive is identified as a project in 
the Roads ACT 5-10 year major indicative program.  This program is reviewed on an 
annual basis and advice is provided to the ACT Government on road infrastructure 
requirements through the budget process. 
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RECOMMENDATION 138 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consult with the community 
and green waste management sector during the green waste trial and subsequent 
evaluation. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 139 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report publicly on the outcome 
of the solar bin trial as soon as possible after the conclusion of the trial. 

Government Response 

Agreed. 

The solar bin trial commenced on 2 June 2016 and will be conducted over a 12 month 
period.  A report on the solar bin trial will be made publicly available as soon as possible 
after that period. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 140 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consult the ACT community 
before any other sites are identified for a solar bin. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 141 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide advice to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly on the priority list for shopping centre upgrades by the last sitting 
day of 2016. 

Government Response 

Agreed in principle. 

The priority list for shopping centres is currently being developed but will not be 
available by the last sitting day of 2016. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 142 

The Committee recommends that Capital Linen provide financial statements in the 
same way as other government-owned commercial entities. 

Government Response 

Noted. 
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Consideration of Capital Linen’s reporting arrangements will be considered in the context 
of the 2017-18 Budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 143 

The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider trialling a rapid bus 
service between Gungahlin and Tuggeranong via Belconnen Town Centre. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 144 

The Committee recommends that the Minister for Transport Canberra and City Services 
table in the ACT Legislative Assembly, within two years, a plan for the Territory’s long 
term burial needs, including an indicative timetable for work on a Southern Memorial 
Park and the intended source of funding for that work. 

Government Response 

Noted. 

The Government supports the development of appropriate burial options in Southern 
Canberra in the longer term.  The extension to Woden Cemetery, now in progress, will 
allow sufficient time to set a long-term plan in place. 


