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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 84 

WEDNESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2006 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members 
not being present, the Speaker (Mr Berry) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in 
silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

 2 PETITION 
The Clerk announced that the following Member had lodged a petition for 
presentation: 

Ms Porter, from 206 residents, requesting that the Assembly review the decision to 
close schools in the Kaleen area. 

 3 CRIMES AMENDMENT BILL 2006 

Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an 
Act to amend the Crimes Act 1900, and for other purposes. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stefaniak moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell—Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate 
made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 4 COMMONWEALTH POWERS AND A.C.T. LEGISLATION 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the ACT Legislative Assembly’s right to make laws for the people 
of the ACT; 
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(2) calls on the Commonwealth Executive to: 

(a) recognise Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly are democratically 
elected by the residents of the ACT; and 

(b) respect the rights of the people of the ACT by allowing their 
democratically elected representatives to enact legislation and govern the 
ACT on their behalf; and 

(3) calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to amend the Australian Capital 
Territory (Self-Government) Act 1988 to remove the Commonwealth 
Executive’s power to call on the Governor-General to disallow any Act which 
has been enacted by the ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition) moved the following amendment: Omit 
paragraph (3). 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Stefaniak’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 10 
Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak  Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Ms Porter 
Mr Seselja   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 

And so it was negatived. 
__________________ 

Suspension of standing orders—Vote: Ms MacDonald moved—That so much of the 
standing orders be suspended as would prevent the Assembly proceeding to a vote on 
notice No. 2, Private Members’ business. 

Question—put and passed, with the concurrence of an absolute majority. 
__________________ 

Question—That the motion be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 10   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Burke Mr Smyth 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald  Mr Mulcahy  
Dr Foskey Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Seselja  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 5 PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 
Mrs Dunne, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the contribution made by ACT preschools to early childhood education; 
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(2) recognises that preschool education in the ACT has always been provided via a 
unique and historic collaboration between Government and individual parent 
associations; 

(3) further: 

(a) recognises that individual parent associations are an essential prerequisite 
for the establishment and operation of preschools in the ACT; and 

(b) notes that the current proposal called Towards 2020 proposes to make 
small savings to the education budget by closing 22 of the ACT’s 
preschools; 

(4) declares that the ACT Government has made the proposals in relation to 
preschools with little understanding of their unique governance situation; and 

(5) calls on the ACT Government to suspend all proposed closures and/or 
amalgamations of preschools until relevant governance and structural issues 
have been explored and the legality of the proposed actions has been clarified.  

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 6 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 7 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper: 

Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Kaleen—Proposed school 
closures—Ms Porter (445 signatures). 

 8 PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mrs Dunne (see entry 5)— 

Mr Barr (Minister for Education and Training) moved the following amendment: 
Omits paragraphs (4) and (5). 

Debate continued. 

Paper: Mrs Dunne, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Education—Stanhope Labor policy paper—ACT Election 2004, dated 24 September 
2004. 

Question—That Mr Barr’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Gentleman   Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 
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Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the contribution made by ACT preschools to early childhood education; 

(2) recognises that preschool education in the ACT has always been provided via a 
unique and historic collaboration between Government and individual parent 
associations; and 

(3) further: 

(a) recognises that individual parent associations are an essential prerequisite 
for the establishment and operation of preschools in the ACT; and 

(b) notes that the current proposal called Towards 2020 proposes to make 
small savings to the education budget by closing 22 of the ACT’s 
preschools.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 9 CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly notes: 

(1) the importance of recognising climate change; 

(2) that there is policy developed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 

(3) that the Canberra public is educated about climate change and what they can do 
on a grass roots level to contribute to a cleaner world. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Mulcahy, by leave, moved the following amendment: Add the following 
paragraph: 

“(4) that the most effective policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is to embrace 
a ‘no regrets’ environment policy.”. 

Debate continued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 10 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Paper:  Dr Foskey, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Energy—ACT Greens policy, September 2004. 

Debate continued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.14 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 
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MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


