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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 92 

WEDNESDAY, 7 MARCH 2007 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members 
not being present, the Speaker (Mr Berry) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in 
silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

 2 CLIMATE CHANGE 
Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the threats of climate change to our environment, economy and society; 
and 

(b) the failure of the Howard Federal Government to ratify the Kyoto 
Protocol on climate change; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) immediately release its Greenhouse Strategy; 

(b) calculate and release an inventory of current ACT greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(c) adopt: 

(i) the targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions and strategies 
outlined in the Kyoto Protocol, understanding that this is a first, 
essential and minimal response to the problem; and 

(ii) a mandatory renewable energy target at least equivalent to NSW; 
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(d) ensure the Government’s imminent Greenhouse Strategy incorporates: 

(i) timelines and targets to achieve emission reductions at least 
equivalent to 60% by 2050; and 

(ii) mechanisms to strengthen these targets if events require it; and 

(e) establish the ACT as a Centre of Sustainability Industries and a model for 
Australia and the rest of the world in sustainable urban planning and 
management. 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for the Territory and Municipal Services), by leave, moved 
the following amendments together: 

“(1) in paragraph (1)(b), omit ‘and’; 

(2) insert new paragraph (1)(c): 

‘(c) the Government’s climate change strategy will be released soon; and’; 

(3) omit paragraph (2)(a); 

(4) omit paragraph (2)(d), substitute: 

‘(d) notes the Government’s imminent climate change strategy intends to 
incorporate:’; and 

(5) omit paragraph (2)(e), substitute: 

‘(e) notes that the Government is progressing measures to ensure that the 
Australian Capital Territory implements best practice sustainable urban 
planning and management.’.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Hargreaves, by leave, amended his proposed amendment No. (4) by adding the 
existing paragraphs (2)(d)(i) and (ii) contained in Dr Foskey’s motion. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Hargreaves’ amendments, as amended, be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Seselja 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  
Mr Gentleman   Mr Pratt  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr Mulcahy, by leave, moved the following amendment: Omit all words after 
“notes”, substitute: 

 “(a) the need to recognise that actions need to be taken to develop a broad-
based and co-ordinated approach to the issue of climate change; and 

 (b) the economic realities that affect policy implementation in this area; and 

(2) calls on the Legislative Assembly to: 
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 (a) commend the work of the Federal Government in playing a major role in 
the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate with key 
countries such as China, the USA, Japan and India; and 

 (b) encourage broader implementation of such Federal Government 
programmes as the Greenhouse Challenge Plus in mitigating and abating 
greenhouse gas emissions in partnership with industry and local 
communities.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Mulcahy’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 10 
Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak  Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Ms Porter 
Mr Seselja   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 

And so it was negatived. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the threats of climate change to our environment, economy and society;  

(b) the failure of the Howard Federal Government to ratify the Kyoto 
Protocol on climate change; and 

(c) the Government’s climate change strategy will be released soon; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) calculate and release an inventory of current ACT greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

(b) adopt: 

(i) the targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions and strategies 
outlined in the Kyoto Protocol, understanding that this is a first, 
essential and minimal response to the problem; and 

(ii) a mandatory renewable energy target at least equivalent to NSW; 

(c) notes the Government’s imminent climate change strategy intends to 
incorporate: 

(i) timelines and targets to achieve emission reductions at least 
equivalent to 60% by 2050; and 

(ii) mechanisms to strengthen these targets if events require it; and 

(d) notes that the Government is progressing measures to ensure that the 
Australian Capital Territory implements best practice sustainable urban 
planning and management.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 3 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 4 PAPERS 
Mr Stanhope (Treasurer), having added to answers to questions taken on notice from 
Dr Foskey and Mr Mulcahy yesterday, presented the following papers: 

Potential inclusion of environmental social and governance issues within Territory 
investment practices—Review. 

Chris21 HR system—Systematic faults. 

 5 OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE—SPEAKER’S RULING 
A point of order having been raised by Mr Smyth in relation to comments made by the 
Chief Minister during question time yesterday, the Speaker asked the Chief Minister 
to withdraw the remarks.   

The Chief Minister withdrew the remarks. 

 6 EMERGENCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2006 (NO. 2) 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 10 
Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak  Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Ms Porter 
Mr Seselja   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 

And so it was negatived. 

 7 WORKPLACE LAWS AND POSSIBLE BREACH OF THE BUILDING AND 
CONSTRUCTION NATIONAL CODE 

Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the impact of new Federal workplace laws on Canberra employees; 

(2) condemns Thiess’ dismissal of first aid officer, Steve Willets, a Canberra 
resident; and 

(3) calls on the Chief Minister to write to the Australian Building and Construction 
Commissioner to investigate Thiess for possible breaches of the building and 
construction national code. 

Sub judice—Speaker’s ruling: A point of order having been raised, the Speaker ruled 
paragraph (2) of the motion out of order as it was sub judice and directed Members to 
limit discussion to paragraphs (1) and (3). 

Mrs Dunne moved—That debate be adjourned. 

Question—put and negatived. 
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Debate continued. 

Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition), by leave, moved the following amendments 
together: 

“(1) in paragraph (1), insert , after the words ‘notes the’, the word ‘positive’; and 

(2) omit paragraph (3), substitute: 

 ‘(3) recommends to any aggrieved party that they write to the Australian 
Building and Construction Commissioner to investigate possible 
breaches of the building and construction national code in the ACT.’.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Barr (Minister for Industrial Relations) sought leave to speak again. 

Objection being raised, leave not granted. 
_________________ 

Suspension of standing orders—Member to speak again: Mr Hargreaves (Minister for 
the Territory and Municipal Services) moved—That so much of the standing orders be 
suspended as would prevent Mr Barr from speaking again. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed, with the concurrence of an absolute majority. 
_________________ 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Stefaniak’s amendments be agreed to—put. 

Ordered—That the question be divided. 

Amendment No. (1) negatived. 

Amendment No. (2)—Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 10 

Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak  Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Ms Porter 
Mr Seselja   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 

And so it was negatived. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, viz: 

“That this Assembly— 

(1) notes the impact of new Federal workplace laws on Canberra employees; and 

(2) calls on the Chief Minister to write to the Australian Building and Construction 
Commissioner to investigate Thiess for possible breaches of the building and 
construction national code.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 8 ACTION BUS TIMETABLE—NETWORK 06 
Mrs Dunne, pursuant to notice, as amended, by leave, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the introduction of the new ACTION timetable called Network 06, on 
4 December 2006, which curtailed the frequency of bus services; 

(b) the high level of dissatisfaction with the changes introduced and the flood 
of complaints received from the public; 

(c) that Network 06 disregards the needs of shift workers and all people who 
want to use the system during off-peak times; and 

(d) that Network 06 has created high levels of inconvenience for Canberra 
bus users; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) as an interim measure, immediately reinstate the bus timetable in 
operation before the introduction of Network 06, specifically addressing 
school services, after hours and weekend services and increased 
frequency of daytime off-peak services; 

(b) conduct an immediate revision of the ACTION timetable to ensure the 
service better meets the needs of all users and encourages further use of 
the service; and 

(c) report back to the Assembly on the progress on implementing a new 
timetable by 29 May 2007. 

Mrs Dunne addressing the Assembly— 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 9 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.25 p.m. adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 

 


