
Ben Buchler      

Date: 23/8/2013  

ATTN: STANDING COMMITTEE ON PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND TERRITORY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

 

Dear Committe 

I’d like to address the issue of vulnerable road users, in particular cyclists.  My perspective on this is pretty simple.  

The kinetic energy carried by a car is immense.  The damage it can cause to the unprotected human body is 

severe.  Yet we have gone down the path of putting cycling infrastructure on and around roads that sets up conflict 

between cars and bikes.  This is coupled with poor driver behaviour that is a particular feature of Australian 

drivers. 

In my time as a cyclist in Canberra I have been hit by cars twice, and assaulted by a motorist in a case of road rage.  

Here is my perspective on some measures that would prevent these problems. 

1) Cycling facilities are always secondary to vehicle facilities. For example, it is all well and good to have a 

cycle lane on the edge of a road.  But why do you bother is you don’t complete the job.  It is pointless and 

dangerous to have on-road cycling lanes that start and stop.  Often, the reason for the disappearing lane is 

that the road narrows, so not only are you out of a lane, but also the cars and trucks to your right have less 

space.  A good example of this (and there are plenty) is here: http://goo.gl/uvz5fk.  The road narrows to go 

over a bridge, and the bike lane is sacrified. 

Another example is on-road lanes that are diverted at roundabouts. Many new suburbs have on-road cycle 

lanes that exit onto footpaths at roundabouts.  This may suit some cyclists, but it is a point of conflict.  A 

cyclist gives up the right of way they would have enjoyed by staying on the road.  If a bike rider chooses to 

stay on the road, I worry that they may be targeted by some drivers for not exiting.  I realize roundabouts 

are hard to fix for safe cycling, but I don't see this as a good response.  It is another example of bikes being 

shunted in favour of other road users. 

2) The big one: ignorance on the part of drivers.  The single biggest risk to vulnerable road users are the road 

users who are least vulnerable.  The car, bus and truck drivers who mistakenly believe that they have some 

entitlement to the road not extended to the non-cars drivers.  Whatever you do to fix the roads to reduce 

conflict, the point will remain that a single ignorant, driver who thinks it is OK to throw something at a 

bike rider, drive too close to them, or cut them off has the potential to kill someone.  The level of abuse 

that cyclists cop in Australia is astonishing compared to Europe, where I have also lived.  The legal 

protection to cyclists, in terms of charging drivers with dangerous behaviour is pathetic.  You can report 

that a car nearly killed you and nothing happens.  I imagine that if I were to call the police and say that I 
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was shot at, there would be a better response, and yet in a very real sense, a car is more dangerous than a 

bullet, and we let people drive them with nowhere near enough respect for the weapon that they are. 

So in summary, cycling would be helped by giving bikes road priority, so we are not left in the middle of nowhere 

with no apparent right of way, better driver education about the rights and responsibilities of driving a vehicle and 

adding legal muscle to punish drivers who negligently collide with, threaten or assault cyclists. 

Sincerely,  

Ben Buchler 




