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2004-2005 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 34 

TUESDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2005 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 LITTER AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Urban Services): Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 30 June 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 2 TREE PROTECTION BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 3 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Treasurer): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 18 August 
2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 4 CRIMINAL CODE (ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE OFFENCES) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 23 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 5 CRIMINAL CODE HARMONISATION BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 23 June 2005—
Mr Stefaniak). 

 6 EMERGENCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
23 June 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
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 7 FAIR WORK CONTRACTS BILL 2004: (Minister for Industrial Relations): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2004—
Mr Mulcahy). 

 8 CRIMES (SENTENCING) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 9 CRIMES (SENTENCE ADMINISTRATION) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 30 June 2005—
Mr Stefaniak). 

 10 DOMESTIC ANIMALS (CAT CONTAINMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Minister for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate 
(from 30 June 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 11 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 12 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 13 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 14 THE TERRITORY AS PARENT—REVIEW OF THE SAFETY OF 
CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF THE ACT AND OF ACT CHILD 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT AND THE TERRITORY’S CHILDREN—
ENSURING SAFETY AND QUALITY CARE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—REPORT ON THE AUDIT AND CASE REVIEW—
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE—FIRST SIX 
MONTHLY REPORTS—PAPERS—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPERS: Resumption of debate (from 17 February 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the papers. 

 15 A.C.T. ASBESTOS TASKFORCE—PROGRESS—MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That 
the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 16 FORDE JOINT VENTURE—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 28 June 2005—
Mrs Dunne) on the motion of Mr Corbell—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_15195/current/pdf/db_15195.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16462/current/pdf/db_16462.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17537/current/pdf/db_17537.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17551/current/pdf/db_17551.pdf
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 17 AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE A.C.T.—PROGRESS REPORT—
PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
30 June 2005—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the Assembly 
takes note of the paper. 

 18 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT—HUMAN RIGHTS AUDIT—QUAMBY YOUTH 
DETENTION CENTRE—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: 
Resumption of debate (from 18 August 2005—Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of 
Mr Stanhope—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 1 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the Federal Government’s intention to introduce new industrial relations 
laws as soon as October 2005 into the Federal Parliament; 

(b) the complete failure of the Federal Government to consult with State 
and Territory Governments over the content of the proposed laws; 

(c) that the proposed laws once passed will have immediate impact on 
working people in the ACT; and 

(d) the considerable community concern over the impact of proposed laws 
particularly in relation to the: 

(i) protection of family friendly working conditions; 

(ii) protection from unfair dismissals; 

(iii) protection of penalty rates, public holidays and leave entitlements; 
and 

(iv) negative impact of secret individual contracts; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government to consult immediately with the ACT 
Government on the proposed changes to industrial relations laws in order to 
ensure the protection of existing employment conditions for ACT workers. 
(Notice given 17 August 2005). 

 2 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 



498 No. 34—20 September 2005 

 3 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

(2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 4 MR SESELJA: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that significant problems exist with the current ACT planning 
regime; 

(2) calls on the Planning Minister to introduce amendments to the current 
approvals process that provide transparency, openness and certainty for all 
parties involved; 

(3) condemns the Planning Minister for the failure of his reforms during his first 
term in office; and 

(4) calls on the Chief Minister to remove the Planning Minister from his position 
immediately so that the portfolio can be correctly managed. (Notice given 
15 March 2005). 

 5 MS MACDONALD: To move—That this Assembly acknowledges that: 

(1) cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in Australia, responsible 
for more than 1 in 3 deaths; 

(2) the effects and treatment of cardiovascular disease cost the community 
millions of dollars every year; 

(3) poor nutrition, lack of exercise and smoking all increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease; 

(4) the important role events, such as Heart Week, play in raising awareness 
about cardiovascular disease and promoting healthy living; 

(5) the valuable work the ACT Division of the Heart Foundation does to raise 
awareness and reduce incidences of cardiovascular disease in the ACT 
community; 

(6) initiatives such as Promoting Healthy Students, College Health Coordinators 
and the Kids at Play program will lead to a healthier ACT adult community in 
the future; 

(7) ACT Health’s “Eat Well ACT: A Public Health Nutrition Plan 2004-2010” 
provides a strategy to improve the dietary health of all Canberrans; and 

(8) the important work Healthpact does in the area of health promotion, 
particularly through events such as the Healthpact Australian Master Games 
and the Health Promotion Awards. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 

 6 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) acknowledges that live music should be accorded a recognised cultural value; 

(2) recognises the importance of: 
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(a) live music and live music venues to the Canberra community; and 

(b) protecting live music venues in Canberra; and 

(3) requests the Government investigate ways of ensuring the protection of live 
music venues in Canberra. (Notice given 28 June 2005). 

 7 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the vital importance of retail and community services to the social 
fabric of our suburbs; 

(2) supports a planning regime which strengthens the viability of local shops and 
schools; 

(3) rejects intense residential development of core areas in suburbs that lack 
shops, schools and community facilities; and 

(4) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) commit to building and supporting the viability of local centres; and 

(b) make that commitment one of the terms of reference for its review of 
Variation No 200 to the Territory Plan. (Notice given 23 August 2005). 

Orders of the day 

 1 AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL ON HEALTHCARE STANDARDS 
ACCREDITATION—THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL: Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2005—Dr Foskey, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Smyth—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the failure of The Canberra Hospital to attain full four-year 
accreditation from the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards 
(ACHS); 

(b) this failure indicates that The Canberra Hospital did not meet at least 
one of the 19 mandatory ACHS criteria; and 

(c) the ACT Government was aware of this failure in mid-2004 and 
concealed this information from the public; and 

(2) calls on the Government to table the full ACHS report by close of business 
today. 

 2 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Smyth) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 March 2005—
Mr Stanhope).  

 3 SENTENCING AND CORRECTIONS REFORM AMENDMENT BILL 2005: 
(Mr Stefaniak) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
22 June 2005—Mr Corbell). 

 4 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in principle—Resumption 
of debate (from 29 June 2005—Mr Hargreaves).  

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16326/current/pdf/db_16326.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17133/current/pdf/db_17133.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17483/current/pdf/db_17483.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17483/current/pdf/db_17483.pdf
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 5 COURT PROCEDURES (PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Dr Foskey) Agreement in principle—Resumption of 
debate (from 29 June 2005—Mr Hargreaves). 

 6 QUAMBY DETENTION CENTRE—WORKING GROUP: Resumption of 
debate (from 29 June 2005—Mrs Dunne, in continuation) on the motion of 
Mr Seselja—That this Assembly: 

(1) expresses its concern over: 

(a) the failure of the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support to 
ensure that the working group recommended by the Standing 
Committee on Community Services and Social Equity to examine the 
adequacy and appropriateness of the programs currently available in 
Quamby, was established in a timely manner; 

(b) the inability of the Minister or officials to indicate during Estimates 
Committee hearings whether the working group had been established; 

(c) the misleading and evasive answers provided to questions on notice by 
the Minister in relation to this issue; and 

(d) the ongoing breach of the Human Rights Act 2004 in relation to the 
treatment of inmates at Quamby; and 

(2) calls on the Minister to table in the Assembly all relevant documents in 
relation to the establishment of the working group within the current sitting of 
the Assembly. 

 And on the amendment moved by Ms Gallagher—Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: 

“acknowledges the: 

(1) $40 million commitment the ACT Government has made to building a new 
youth detention facility in the ACT; 

(2) efforts being undertaken by staff at Quamby and from other organisations to 
ensure the individual needs of young people living at Quamby are being met; 
and 

(3) significant increases in resources from the ACT Government to Quamby to 
address the challenges presented by the existing facility.”. 

 7 CIVIL LAW (WRONGS) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 August 2005—Mr Stanhope).  

 8 EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mrs Dunne) Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 24 August 2005—Ms Gallagher).  

___________________________________ 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17495/current/pdf/db_17495.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17495/current/pdf/db_17495.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_17990/current/pdf/db_17990.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_18052/current/pdf/db_18052.pdf
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ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Order of the day 

___________________________________ 

First sitting day August 2006 

 1 WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY—
SELECT COMMITTEE: Presentation of report pursuant to order of the 
Assembly of 5 May 2005. 

______________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Redirected and answered question 

 537 Question on notice No 537 asked by Mrs Burke has been redirected to the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous Affairs and has been answered. 

Unanswered questions 

(30 days expired 15 September 2005) 

 459 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Further to reports in the media, ABC Online of 19 July 2005, that ACT is the 

‘weakest link’ in stolen car registrations, how many incidents of stolen 
vehicles which have been registered in the ACT occurred in the ACT during 
(a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-04 and (iv) 2004-05; 

 (2) How was it discovered that these vehicles were in fact stolen; 
 (3) What are the procedures that are meant to be undertaken by the motor registry 

to ensure that vehicles are not stolen prior to registration; 
 (4) Will motor vehicle registration procedures be tightened as a result of this 

activity; if so, how; if not, why not; 
 (5) Why is the ACT supposedly known to criminals as the ‘weakest link’ for 

registering stolen cars; 
 (6) What will the ACT Government be doing to combat this illegal activity in 

light of the court’s findings that the ACT is the ‘weakest link’ for stolen 
motor vehicle registrations by large interstate organised crime rebirthing 
rings. 
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 465 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services—Is the Government 
considering lowering vehicle registration fees for motorcycles in the ACT; if so, 
will the cost of registering a motorcycle in the ACT better reflect differences 
between other motor vehicles and motorcycles such as size, weight, passenger 
capacity and impact upon the environment. 

(30 days expired 16 September 2005) 

 466 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Have any concerns been raised with the Government or the Health 

Department regarding the conduct of red reflex screening in the ACT; 
 (2) What regulations are currently in place in the ACT to ensure red reflex 

screening does take place and at what age is screening meant to take place; 
 (3) Are there similar concerns in the ACT to those found in a recent study in 

New Zealand that doctors and midwives need more training and education 
about red reflex screening of infants with results showing many do not 
conduct the test correctly and do not fully understand its importance. 

 467 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What was the level of funding for the paediatric ward at (a) The Canberra 

Hospital and (b) Calvary Hospital in (i) 2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 2003-04 
and (iv) 2004-05; 

 (2) What are the forecast levels of funding for the paediatric ward at (a) The 
Canberra Hospital and (b) Calvary Hospital in 2005-06; 

 (3) How many beds have been available in the paediatric ward at (a) The 
Canberra Hospital and (b) Calvary Hospital in (i) 2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 
2003-04 and (iv) 2004-05; 

 (4) How many beds are currently available at the paediatric ward at (a) The 
Canberra Hospital and (b) Calvary Hospital in 2005-06; 

 (5) Does the ACT health system have enough adequately trained staff who are 
specifically trained in the needs of children and young people; 

 (6) On how many occasions in the last 12 month have children been 
accommodated with adults at (a) The Canberra Hospital and (b) Calvary 
Hospital. 

 468 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) How many asthma sufferers are there in the ACT; 
 (2) Is the Asthma Clinic at Calvary Hospital no longer operating; 
 (3) What are the reasons for the cessation of this service and is it related to a lack 

of funding from the Government; 
 (4) How many clients, on a monthly average, used the Asthma Clinic while in 

operation; 
 (5) Is it true that the asthma educators at the hospital have now left; if so, why; 
 (6) Is there any truth to claims that the asthma educators left because of lack of 

support for their work from management; 
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 (7) Are there any similar services available at The Canberra Hospital for asthma 
sufferers. 

 (8) If there is no truth to the claims in part (6) what support is available in the 
ACT for asthma sufferers and are such services adequate. 

 469 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) On how many occasions this calendar year has (a) Calvary Hospital and (b) 

The Canberra Hospital been on bypass; 
 (2) What is the breakdown of the figures in part (1) each month from January to 

July 2005 and what is the current figure for the month of August; 
 (3) What were the reasons for the bypass on each occasion that a hospital has 

been placed on bypass this calendar year. 

 470 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Does the Government monitor and keep a record of the “other reasons” that 

patients are removed from the elective surgery waiting list; if so, how many 
people removed for “other reasons” (a) died, (b) received their surgery 
interstate, (c) received their surgery at a local private hospital, (d) chose not to 
have surgery and (e) their surgery was cancelled; if not, why not and will you 
begin monitoring and recording these reasons; 

 (2) If no to part (1) what does the Government presume are the reasons that 
people are removed from the elective surgery waiting list under the category 
“other reasons”; 

 (3) Why in the months of May and June have the figures for patients removed for 
“other reasons” been so high in comparison to previous months. 

 471 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Further to the response to question on notice No 331 in which you provided 

details for the Psychiatry Services Unit and as my original question asked for 
details regarding the New Psychiatric Secure Unit as listed on page 149 of the 
2004-05 Budget Paper No. 4, what funds have been expended to date on the 
“Extension of Psychiatric Secure Unit” listed as New Works in the 2004-05 
Budget; 

 (2) What has been delivered for that expenditure; 
 (3) Was this project meant to be completed by March 2005; if so, was the project 

completed in March; if not, why not; 
 (4) If the project was completed by March 2005, when will the extension be open 

for use. 

(30 days expired 17 September 2005) 

 474 DR FOSKEY: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Given that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Regional Health Plan 

2000-2004 has now expired, is the Government reviewing the effectiveness of 
the Plan; if not, why not; if so, who is involved in the review and what is the 
process; 
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 (2) Is the Government producing another Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Regional Health Plan for the future; if not, why not; if so, who is involved in 
the review and what is the process.  

 476 MRS BURKE: To ask the Attorney-General—Is there evidence to suggest the use 
of animals in testing of cosmetics and household products in the ACT; if so, what 
steps is the Government taking to eradicate the testing of products on animals in the 
ACT. 

 477 MRS BURKE: To ask the Attorney-General—What steps are being taken to assist 
tenants in the ACT to extend their statutory rights to terminate leases, by following 
appropriate notice to vacate, without incurring liability or penalty for the remainder 
of a lease or part of a lease where a tenant (a) becomes unemployed or (b) is offered 
a public housing tenancy agreement. 

 478 MRS BURKE: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) What steps have been taken to consider forming a tenants’ advice service in 

the ACT; 
 (2) If a service has been established, where has funding been drawn from to 

operate the service. 

 480 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What steps are being taken to provide a differentiation between the 

registration costs of de-sexed and non-desexed cats and dogs; 
 (2) What forms of financial incentive are to be considered to encourage domestic 

pet owners to de-sex a pet; 
 (3) Is there any evidence of an increase in the number of de-sexed domestic pets 

being registered in the ACT; if so, what was the increase. 

 482 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What is the current rate of neonatal death in the ACT and how does that 

figure compare to (a) the rest of the nation and (b) previous results for the last 
five years; 

 (2) What has the Government done and what is the Government still doing to 
reduce neonatal death in the ACT. 

 483 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What would be the normal process followed in assisting a patient who 

presents to the Emergency Department of Calvary Hospital at night time with 
a suspected ankle fracture; 

 (2) Is it clinically acceptable for such a patient to be told to go home and return 
the following day for treatment as particular staff have gone home; 

 (3) Why are there no staff available at night times to treat injuries like suspected 
fractures; 

 (4) If there are no staff to treat suspected fractures at night time at Calvary 
Hospital, why don’t staff at Calvary Hospital Emergency Department refer 
these patients to The Canberra Hospital Emergency Department or Canberra 
After Hours Locum Medical Service for treatment.  
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 484 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What would be the normal process followed in assisting a patient who is 

presented to the Emergency Department of The Canberra Hospital (TCH) by 
ambulance with serious blood disorders necessitating a hospital stay of 
several weeks; 

 (2) Is it clinically acceptable for this patient to wait for over 30 hours to be 
admitted to a bed; 

 (3) Is it acceptable practice for hospital staff not to clean or change a patient’s 
clothes and bedding when they have wet themselves; 

 (4) Are staff at the Emergency Department of TCH required to routinely check 
up on patients waiting for beds and treatment; if not, why not. 

 485 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) If a person presented to the Emergency Department at The Canberra Hospital 

or Calvary Hospital with a broken arm that needed pinning and plastering, 
what would be the normal process that would be followed in assisting this 
patient; 

 (2) Would it be acceptable for this patient to be sent away and told to come back 
four days later (for example, presents on Monday and told to come back 
Friday) for the injury to be treated; 

 (3) Would it then be acceptable for this patient, when they return in four days still 
with a broken arm that has not been pinned or plastered, to sit in the waiting 
room from 9 am to 6 pm and be told at 6 pm that they could not be treated 
that day and then be told to come back three days later (for example, sat in the 
waiting room on Friday told to come back on Monday); 

 (4) Is it acceptable for a person to wait a total of seven days, with a broken arm 
that requires pinning and plastering, before they receive treatment; if not, why 
not and why has this been allowed to happen recently; 

 (5) Would such a patient have had to wait so long purely because a Bateman’s 
Bay Hospital could not treat him and he was told to go to Canberra; if so, why 
are we making Bateman’s Bay patients wait seven days for what would be 
deemed emergency treatment; if not, why would a person be made to wait for 
seven days for emergency treatment.  

 486 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training— 
 (1) What exactly were the terms of the 2005 contract between the ACT 

Government and Colmar Brunton Social Research with regard to focus group 
meetings on ACT schools policy; 

 (2) Is it the case that participants in the focus groups were requested to sign a 
confidentiality agreement; if so, what were the terms of that agreement and 
why was it deemed necessary; 

 (3) Were participants in the focus group meetings paid for their participation; if 
so, how much were they paid.  
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MR PRATT: To ask the following Ministers— 

 489  Minister for Planning. 
 490  Minister for Planning (Redirected 23 August 2005) 
 (1) On how many occasions in the last 12 months has the advice of ACT Roads 

been ignored or rejected by ACTPLA when approving developments; 

 (2) Where are the sites where such advice has been ignored and rejected and on 
what grounds was it ignored or rejected. 

 492 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Further to a report in The Canberra Times, Letters to the Editor “Thin White 

Lines” 15 August 2005, page 10 that ACT lane markings are confusing for 
some motorists, are there any differences between lane markings in the ACT 
and NSW; if so, what are those differences and why are they different; 

 (2) Do all line markings in the ACT meet with Australian Standards; if not, why 
not; 

 (3) Have there been any complaints recorded relating to the marking of road 
lanes in the ACT; if so, how many complaints have been received during (a) 
2005-06 to date, (b) 2004-05, (c) 2003-04, (d) 2002-03 and (e) 2001-02, and 
what were the nature of those complaints; 

 (4) Have any accidents occurred in the ACT as a result of lane markings being 
misinterpreted by drivers during the years listed in part (3); if so, how many 
and what was the nature of the misinterpretation; 

 (5) Have any reviews been conducted into lane marking procedures and 
guidelines across the ACT and in comparison with nearby jurisdictions in 
NSW; if so, what are those reviews and where can they be accessed; if not, 
why not. 

 493 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Further to a report in the Canberra City News 21 July, page 9 regarding the 

planting of 4000 trees throughout the ACT, where exactly will these trees be 
planted and how many will be planted in each location; 

 (2) What species will be planted and why have they been chosen; 
 (3) How many trees in total have been lost in the ACT as a result of (a) 

Gungahlin Drive Extension and (b) the January 2003 bushfires. 

 495 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Further to a report in The Canberra Times of 25 July entitled “ACT push for 

drug-driving tests”, page 1, how many motorists have been (a) tested, (b) 
arrested, (c) charged or (d) convicted for driving under the influence of drugs 
other than alcohol in the ACT during (i) 2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 2003-04, 
(iv) 2004-05 and (v) 2005-06 to date; 

 (2) How many motorists have been (a) tested, (b) arrested, (c) charged or (d) 
convicted for driving under the influence of alcohol in the ACT during (i) 
2001-02, (ii) 2002-03, (iii) 2003-04, (iv) 2004-05 and (v) 2005-06 to date. 
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(30 days expires 22 September 2005) 

 503 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How (a) much has the ACT Government spent on graffiti removal, (b) many 

reports of graffiti vandalism were received, (c) many graffiti incidents were 
cleaned up within 24 hours of being reported and (d) many offenders have 
been (i) caught, (ii) charged and (iii) penalised or prosecuted for graffiti 
related offences, for the period 1 January to 30 June 2005; 

 (2) What was the average penalty given for graffiti offences for the period 1 
January to 30 June 2005; 

 (3) How many (a) graffiti offenders have been successfully rehabilitated through 
diversionary art programs, (b) participants have there been in these 
diversionary art programs over the last three financial years and (c) people 
charged, cautioned or otherwise with graffiti offences have previously 
participated in diversionary art programs. 

 504 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) In relation to the additional Commonwealth funding of $75 700 received for 

the Road Safety Black Spot Program and $15 700 received for the Interstate 
Road Transport Program as adjusted for the 2004-05 appropriation and 
approved by the Treasurer on 29 June 2005, what was/is this additional 
funding for each program to be used for and what is the breakdown of 
program expenditures within the additional funding; 

 (2) When will these programs be fully expended and does the Minister expect 
ongoing Commonwealth funding for the continuation of any of these 
programs; if so, what ongoing funding will be provided and which programs 
will continue under this funding. 

 505 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) In relation to the $762 200 received in Commonwealth funding for the 

Natural Disaster Mitigation Program as adjusted for the 2004-05 
appropriation and approved by the Treasurer on 29 June 2005, what was/is 
this funding to be used for and what is the breakdown of program 
expenditures within the $762 200; 

 (2) When will these programs be fully expended and does the Minister expect 
ongoing Commonwealth funding for the continuation of any of these 
programs; if so, what ongoing funding will be provided and which programs 
will continue under this funding. 

 506 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Further to a media release of 16 August 2005 entitled Police act on trail bike 

reports, of the 36 large capacity trail bike riders that have been charged or 
cautioned in the North Belconnen area in the last 12 months, how many of 
those were actually charged; 

 (2) How many riders have been (a) charged and (b) cautioned in the last three 
months; 

 (3) Of the riders that have been charged over the last year, what (a) were they 
charged with and (b) penalties did they receive; 
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 (4) Have any offenders been cautioned or charged on more than one occasion; 
 (5) Were the parents of those riders that were cautioned informed of the 

cautioning process if they were minors; if not, why not; 
 (6) How many of the riders were found to be riding without a helmet; 
 (7) How many trail bike riders have been (a) charged and (b) cautioned in the 

ACT over the last 12 months; 
 (8) Of those charged or cautioned in over the last 12 months, (a) in what suburbs 

and (b) when did the offences take place; 
 (9) How many patrols have been dispatched to the North Belconnen area to target 

dangerous trail bike riders over the last 12 months; 
 (10) How many reports from residents have the police received in the last (a) three 

and (b) 12 months relating to trail bike riders in (i) North Belconnen and (ii) 
other areas of the ACT; 

 (11) How many trail bikes have been confiscated in relation to any offences in the 
last (a) three and (b) 12 months in (i) North Belconnen and (ii) other areas of 
the ACT. 

 507 MR SMYTH: To ask the Treasurer— 
 (1) Why are there no completion dates listed for projects in the 2004-05 March 

Quarter Capital Works progress report; 
 (2) Is this a permanent exclusion or will completion dates be included in progress 

reports in the future; 
 (3) If it is a permanent exclusion, why have you chosen to deliberately delete 

completion dates from these reports. 

 508 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) How many paediatricians currently practise in the ACT and how many of 

these are based in the ACT; 
 (2) How many paediatricians based in the ACT specialise in other areas of 

paediatric medicine for example, paediatric haematology, paediatric gastro-
enterology and what are their specialties; 

 (3) How many paediatric surgeons currently practise in the ACT and how many 
of these are based in the ACT.  

 509 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Did the 2004-05 March Quarter 
Capital Works progress report state that ‘ACT health is anticipating the completion 
of the Extension of Psychiatric Unit … during the final quarter of 2004-05’; if so, 
has the extension of the PSU been completed; if so, when was it completed and was 
the project to budget; if not, (a) why has it not been completed, (b) what is the 
expected completion date and (c) is the project running to budget. 

 510 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Why was there nil expenditure on the (a) Bush Healing Centre and the (b) 

New Psychiatric Forensic Centre projects funded in the capital works budget, 
listed under ‘Financial and Economic Business Case’, as at the end of the 
March Quarter; 
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 (2) What, if any, funding had been expended on these two projects as at the end 
of the 2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) When will these two projects be completed. 

 511 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What is the purpose of the ‘Crisis Assessment and Treatment Team – 

Feasibility Study’ as funded in the Capital Works budget; 
 (2) Why as at the end of the March Quarter had there been nil expenditure on this 

project; 
 (3) What was the (a) status of this project and (b) total amount of expenditure on 

this project as at the end of the 2004-05; 
 (4) Was there an outstanding authorisation; if so, what was the total; 
 (5) Has this feasibility study been completed; if so, when and what did it reveal; 

if not, why not, and when will it be completed. 

 512 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Did the 2004-05 March Quarter Capital Works progress report show that the 

$70 000 allocated to the ‘Mental Health Forensic Centre’ had been expended; 
if so, will the Minister release the financial and economic business case 
prepared for this expenditure; if not, why not. 

 (2) Will the Minister provide copies to MLAs; if so, when. 

 513 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What is the status of the ‘Renal Dialysis Satellite – Northside’ capital works 

project, as listed in the 2004-05 March Quarter Capital Works progress 
report; 

 (2) Why does it appear that funding has been withdrawn for this project; 
 (3) Why was money allocated to this project in the first instance; 
 (4) What will be the impact of withdrawing funding for this project; 
 (5) Will this project be funded in the future; if not, why not. 

 516 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Further to the response to question on notice No. 430, what were the 
recommendations that were due in July 2005, if tenders were being assessed 
by a tender evaluation panel in relation to potential Joint Venture Partners; 

 (2) When will Housing ACT, based on the recommendations, engage in a joint 
venture with the approved tenders to commence work on (a) former Burnie 
Court site, Lyons, (b) Fraser Court, Kingston and (c) Currong Apartments, 
Braddon. 

 517 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Further to the response to question on notice No 440, when did the 
Government reach the decision to review the future development of Hartigan 
Gardens, Garran; 
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 (2) What effort is Housing ACT making to re-house applicants on the waiting 
lists in the 13 units at Hartigan Gardens, Garran that are currently vacant, if 
options for future development are currently under review. 

 518 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services—Further to the response to question on notice No 451, does this response 
indicate that the Government does not see a need to increase overnight 
accommodation for those needing crisis accommodation beyond the five 
organisations listed in the previous response. 

 519 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What funding, if any, was allocated in the past, through the Playground 

Safety Improvement Program, to the four Canberra playgrounds that will be 
closed after examinations by Urban Services found them to be dangerous; 

 (2) If no money had been allocated to any of the four playgrounds being taken 
offline, why did the Government fail to allocate money from the Playground 
Safety Improvement Program for these four playgrounds; 

 (3) What are the specific reasons for closing each of the four playgrounds; 
 (4) Will the four playgrounds be closed “permanently”; if not, which playgrounds 

will be repaired and re-opened to the public; 
 (5) If any of the four are to be fixed. where will the funding be sourced from to 

fix them so that they meet safety standards; 
 (6) What work would be required to fix the four playgrounds in order to comply 

with safety standards; 
 (7) If the playgrounds are to be closed permanently, what will happen to the land 

that they are located on. 

(30 days expires 23 September 2005) 

 521 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Does it state in the 2004-05 March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report 

that the year-to-date expenditure on ‘Stroke Unit – Level 7’ was $50 000 but 
in the column ‘total expenditure to date’ this figure of $50 000 does not 
appear; if so, is this an error in the report or is there some other explanation as 
to why that $50 000 does not appear in the total expenditure column; 

 (2) Does this mean there is also an error with the outstanding authorisation figure 
of $130 000 and should this figure actually read $80 000 or is there some 
other explanation as to why the outstanding authorisation is still $130 000. 

 522 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Does the 2004-05 March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report show that 

for The Canberra Hospital the year-to-date New Works spending as at the end 
of March was $71 000, yet the ‘total expenditure to date’ figure is only $21 
000; if so, which is the correct figure and what funding was expended on 
which projects as at the end of March; 

 (2) Why had less than 2% of funding allocated to projects at The Canberra 
Hospital been expended nine months into the capital works budget; 
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 (3) What was the total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05 for new 
works at The Canberra Hospital and what projects was funding expended on 
in the June Quater; 

 (4) In relation to (a) MNW Hospital Keying System Project, (b) MNSW Carpark 
Gaunt Place, (c) MNW Loading Dock Wash down area, (d) MNW Pathology 
Building, Airlock to Main Entrance and (e) MNW Canberra Community 
Dialysis Centre, have the projects, listed as ‘project savings’ in the 2004-05 
March Quarterly Capital Works Progress Report been postponed, cancelled or 
otherwise and what are the reasons for the decision made around each of 
these projects, ; 

 (5) Why was funding allocated to these projects initially if they are now listed as 
project savings. 

 523 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $169 000 expended to date this year, as at the 

end of the March Quarter, on the Sub/Non Acute Inpatient Services (Phase 1) 
project; 

 (2) What was the total amount of funding expended on this project as at the end 
of 2004-05; 

 (3) When will (a) Phase 1 of the project be completed and (b) work start on Phase 
2 of the project; 

 (4) Have any of the funds allocated for Phase 2 been expended to date; if so, how 
much and what has been delivered for that expenditure; 

 (5) What is the delay with Phase 1 and Phase 2 of this project; 
 (6) Why has only $22 000 of the $300 000 allocated in the 2003-04 Budget for 

forward design for Sub and Non-Acute Inpatient Services for the ACT been 
expended; 

 (7) Does this mean that the forward design for the facility has not yet been 
completed and is this part of the reason this project has been delayed. 

 524 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $934 000 capital works expenditure as at the 

end of March on the refurbishment of Paediatrics; 
 (2) What was the total expenditure on this project as at the end of the 2004-05 

financial year; 
 (3) When will this project be completed; 
 (4) How will this refurbishment deliver better outcomes or services to consumers. 

 525 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Why was there nil capital expenditure as at the end of March on the forward 

design to refurbish the ICU and CCU at the Calvary Hospital; 
 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 

2004-05 financial year; 
 (3) What is the delay with completing this project and when will it be completed. 
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 528 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $1.027 million capital expenditure on the 

‘Correctional Facility’ as funded in the 2004-05 capital works budget; 
 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 

2004-05 financial year; 
 (3) What is the anticipated expenditure on this project in the current financial 

year; 
 (4) Have any funds been spent on this project to date this financial year; if so, 

how much; if not, why not. 

 529 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) Did the media recently highlight a case where a woman went to the Registrar 

General’s Office to get a copy of her birth certificate but was not asked for 
identification and are the rules clearly stipulated on the Department of Justice 
and Community Safety website that if you wish to obtain a birth certificate 
you must provide proof of identity and justification for the release; if so, why 
was a person allowed to get a copy of a birth certificate given the strict rules 
around proof of identity; 

 (2) What has the Minister done since this incident to ensure that anyone asking 
for copies of certificates within the Registrar General’s Office is asked to 
provide appropriate proof of identity; 

 (3) Will the Minister give an assurance that this situation will not occur again.  

 530 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $478 000 of capital expenditure on the Facilities 

Improvement Program in Sport and Recreation as at the end of the March 
2004-05 Quarter; 

 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on the Facilities Improvement 
Program as at the end of the 2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) What further improvements were made in the last quarter of the 2004-05 
financial year; 

 (4) If there was a roll-over into the 2005-06 financial year, what was the amount 
and has it been spent to date this financial year; if so, on what; if not, why not 
and when will it be spent; 

 (5) Has any of the $1.1 million allocated in the 2005-06 capital works budget for 
‘Sports Facilities’ been expended to date this financial year; if so, how much 
and on what; if not, why not and for what sports facilities is it planned that the 
money will be spent on.  

 531 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $46 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end 

of the 2004-05 March Quarter, on forward design for a permanent enclosure 
and refurbishment of the Civic Pool; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of the 
2004-05 financial year; if so, how much, and what was delivered; if not, when 
will the outstanding authorisation of $24 000 be expended; 
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 (3) Has this project been completed; if so, what did the feasibility study 
recommend and what action will the Government now take to enclose the 
Civic Pool; if not, when will it be completed; 

 (4) Why was there a need to undertake this feasibility study given that the former 
Liberal Government also funded a feasibility study for a permanent cover for 
the Civic Pool. 

 533 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) How many parking infringements have been issued to vehicles for sale 

illegally parked on roundabouts or nature strips across the ACT, listed by 
month for the last 12 months, including infringements issued in August 2005 
to date; 

 (2) How many such infringements have been issued in the previous four financial 
years to 30 June 2005; 

 (3) What (a) is the category of infringements issued for this offence and (b) was 
the average costs of each infringement, at parts (1) and (2) above; 

 (4) Have any such infringements been (a) disputed and (b) withdrawn; if so, how 
many and when, listed by month/year as per parts (1) and (2) above.  

 534 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Across each of the purchasing agreements for (a) Firelink, (b) Plumtree 

Portal, (c) Trunk Radio Network (TRN) towers and equipment, (d) 
communications vehicles, (e) communications equipment, (f) computer aided 
dispatch, (g) broadband data links to emergency services bureau, suburban 
and volunteer stations, (h) commitment to aerial fire fighting strategy and (i) 
command and control capability for bushfire and emergency service, when 
was the funding appropriated for each of these projects; 

 (2) How much has been (a) appropriated and (b) expended to date, for each 
project; 

 (3) Which projects have now been fully expended; 
 (4) Which projects have (a) exceeded the appropriation and (b) been completed 

under appropriation to date; 
 (5) When did (a) each of these projects go to tender and (b) the tender for each 

project close; 
 (6) How many tender submissions were received on each of the above projects; 
 (7) For each project, if the tender has been let, when does the acquisition come 

on line; 
 (8) For each project, if the tender has not been let, when will it be let. 

 536 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) In response to question on notice No 216, did the Minister indicated that 
Housing ACT does not have any plans to implement price signalling 
mechanisms to provide public housing tenants with incentives such as the 
Sales to Tenants program, that would see some tenants move into alternative 
housing options other than social housing; if so, is this still the case; 
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 (2) If it is the Government’s wish to see security of tenure remain as a central 
tenet of the public housing system, even for some tenants who are clearly 
capable of leaving the system to free up properties for more needy applicants, 
why would the Chief Minister now indicate that he wants to review the 
system and set in place mechanisms to encourage market renters to become 
more independent by moving into the private market, as reported in The 
Canberra Times on 23 July 2005. 

 538 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Is the Minister aware of any difficulties existing between the Head 
Contractor, Spotless, and sub-contractors in relation to compliance and 
attendance to maintenance issues for Housing ACT; 

 (2) What will the Minister do to ensure that Spotless adheres to the fee schedule 
outlined in contractual arrangements between Spotless and sub-contractors, 
therefore seeing sub-contractors paid correctly in accordance with the 
Maintenance Agreement they signed up to. 

(30 days expires 24 September 2005) 

 541 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) What does the draft Suicide Prevention Strategy say about (a) life skills 

programs for apprentices and trainees throughout the ACT and (b) provision 
of services to men who are seeking help; 

 (2) What changes in emphasis have been made to the draft recommendations on 
these two points through various drafts of the Suicide Prevention Strategy 
document; 

 (3) What are the reasons for these changes. 

 542 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What was the cost incurred by the ACT Planning and Land Authority 

(ACTPLA) for merchandise provided as part of bags given to guests at the 
“Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable Cities” launch last month; 

 (2) How much has been spent on gifts by the ACTPLA, or its predecessors, 
during the (a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-04 and (d) 2004-05 financial 
years; 

 (3) What is the total expenditure on sponsorship by the ACTPLA, or its 
predecessors, during the (a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-04 and (d) 2004-
05 financial years. 

 543 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $169 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end of 

the 2004-05 March Quarter, on the forward design of the Sustainable 
Transport Initiative, Stage 1; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-
05; if so, how much and what was delivered for that expenditure; if not, why 
not; 
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 (3) What is the current (a) total expenditure and (b) status of this project; 
 (4) What is the completion date for this project; 
 (5) Is the project running according to schedule to meet that completion date and 

will it be met on budget.  

 544 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) Are there two forward design projects titled ‘Hoskins Street Wells Station 

Drive to Flemington Road’ and ‘Wells Station Drive Hoskins Street to 
Flemington Road’ in the 2004-05 capital works program; if so, what are the 
details around these two projects; 

 (2) What is the feasibility study for these two projects designed to report to 
Government; 

 (3) Will these projects involve a road being constructed from the Wells Station 
Drive/Hoskins Street intersection directly across to meet with Flemington 
Road; if so, where is it proposed that such an access road would meet with 
Flemington Road.  

 545 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning—Has the Minister or the 
Government been approached by the private sector to undertake a joint venture to 
provide more public transport opportunities to the people of Canberra through 
projects like light rail or a monorail system; if so, when was the Minister or the 
Government approached and what was the response; if not, would the Minister or 
the Government consider a joint venture project to improve public transport 
opportunities to the people of Canberra.  

 547 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $11 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end of 

the 2004-05 March Quarter, on the Business Case for the Gungahlin to Civic 
Bus Way, Stage 2; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-
05; if so, how much and what was delivered for that expenditure; if not, why 
not; 

 (3) What is the (a) current total expenditure and (b) current status of the project; 
 (4) What is the completion date for this project and is it running according to 

schedule to meet that completion date; 
 (5) If the project has been completed will the Minister release publicly the 

Financial and Economic Business Case; 
 (6) When does the Minister expect to make a decision on the viability of this 

project. 

 548 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What has been delivered for the $120 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end 

of the March Quarter, on the Gungahlin to Civic Corridor, Stage 1 – HOV 
priority measures; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-
05; if so, how much and what was delivered for that expenditure; if not, why 
not; 
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 (3) Has there been any expenditure on this project in the current financial year 
and what is the total amount of funding that has been expended on this project 
to date; 

 (4) What is the completion date for this project; 
 (5) Is this project running according to schedule to meet the completion date and 

according to budget.  

 549 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) How many assaults were (a) reported and (b) attended to by police in (i) the 

City, (ii) Belconnen, (iii) Gungahlin, (iv) Tuggeranong and (v) Woden, on the 
nights of Friday, 19 August and Saturday, 20 August 2005; 

 (2) How many (a) arrests and (b) charges were made as a result of these assaults; 
 (3) How many police patrols were on duty at each of the locations listed in part 

(1) on each night; 
 (4) How many assaults were reported to which police did not attend the incident 

at each of the locations listed in part (1) on each night; 
 (5) What is the weekly average number of assaults (a) reported and (b) attended 

to on Friday and Saturday evenings during (i) 2004-05, (ii) 2003-04, (iii) 
2002-03 and (iv) 2001-02 at each of the locations listed in part (1); 

 (6) Further to part (5), what is the average number of (a) arrests, (b) charges and 
(c) convictions made.  

 553 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) How many strict liability offences were enacted where an element of the 

offence is an element of (a) strict and (b) absolute liability in (i) 2001, (ii) 
2002, (iii) 2003, (iv) 2004 and (v) 2005 to date; 

 (2) Of those offences enacted between 2001 and 2005 to date containing an 
element of (a) strict and (b) absolute liability, how many were punishable by 
a term of imprisonment; 

 (3) In which pieces of legislation can these offence provisions be found; 
 (4) How many people were prosecuted for an offence containing an element of 

(a) strict and (b) absolute liability in (i) 2001, (ii) 2002, (iii) 2003, (iv) 2004 
and (v) 2005 to date; 

 (5) Of the prosecutions embarked on between 2001 and 2005 to date, for an 
offence containing (a) strict and (b) absolute liability, how many of those 
offences prosecuted were proved; 

 (6) Of those offences found to be proved, in how many was a term of 
imprisonment imposed; 

 (7) How many bills currently before the Assembly contain an offence where an 
element of the offence is an element of (a) strict and (b) absolute liability. 

 554 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Treasurer— 
 (1) Why did the Government record nil capital expenditure, as at the end of the 

2004-05 March Quarter, on the ‘Sustainable Infrastructure’ project; 
 (2) What was the total amount of capital expenditure on this project as at the end 

of the 2004-05 financial year; 
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 (3) What is the current status of this project in terms of expenditure and what has 
been delivered for that expenditure; 

 (4) Is the Government committed to sustainable infrastructure in the ACT; if so, 
why was $2.5 million for this project rolled over into the 2005-06 financial 
year; 

 (5) Why was the Government not able to meet its commitment to the Sustainable 
Infrastructure project in the financial year that the funding was allocated to it. 

 557 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) How is the ACT Government looking for innovative ways for the Land 

Development Agency (LDA) to release land in an effective and timely 
manner to maintain some control over the actual cost of land and in effect see 
a reasonable value on each block of land in new land releases; 

 (2) What is the real net return to the ACT Government on each block of land 
released for sale by the LDA after servicing of the blocks by connecting all 
the necessary utilities, for example, electricity, water, sewage and gas and 
running costs of the LDA, are taken into consideration; 

 (3) If the Government was to sell a portion of surveyed land to a private 
developer, what would be the real net return to the ACT Government on each 
block of land. 

 558 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Has any evidence been presented to Housing ACT concerning a rodent 
infestation in or around any of the properties owned and managed by Housing 
ACT at Karuah Street, Dickson; if so, what will Housing ACT do to rectify 
the situation; 

 (2) When was the last fire safety inspection carried out at the properties on 
Karuah Street that are the responsibility of Housing ACT; 

 (3) What were the recommendations arising from such a fire safety inspection 
and were they reported to the Department; 

 (4) If recommendations were made to upgrade fire safety at any Housing ACT 
property on Karuah Street, were they put into practice; if not, why not; 

 (5) Is there any evidence of any occupational health and safety issues at Housing 
ACT properties on Karuah Street. 

 559 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Can Housing ACT staff advise or assist tenants to submit an electoral 
enrolment form to the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC), in line with 
the process of re-signing or offering a new tenancy agreement; if not, why 
not; 

 (2) If this practice is not already in place, how will the Minister consider assisting 
the AEC in maintaining a more accurate and up-to-date Electoral Roll.  
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 560 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) What has the ACT Government achieved in reducing indigenous 
disadvantage in the portfolio area of Disability, Housing and Community 
Services; 

 (2) What (a) levels of funding and (b) programs have been implemented in 
relation to part (1) during (a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-04 and (d) 2004-
05.  

(30 days expires 25 September 2005) 

 562 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—What guarantees 
will the Minister give to the community that after Ginninderra District High School 
is vacated and demolished, the Government will actually build the proposed 
replacement school. 

 563 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—Did the 
Department of Education and Training prepare a feasibility study for the proposed 
P-10 school to be built on the site of Ginninderra District High School before the 
plan was announced in July this year; if so, did this study include a consideration of 
alternative sites.  

 564 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training— 
 (1) Prior to July 2005 what assessments were undertaken of the (a) educational, 

(b) economic and (c) social impacts on students, families and the general 
community of the closure of Ginninderra District High School; 

 (2) Will the Minister make these assessments publicly available; if so, when; if 
not, why not.  

 565 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support— 
 (1) How much money was allocated as a result of the Vardon Report for the 

implementation of early intervention programs; 
 (2) What process did the Government follow to choose early intervention 

programs to be funded; 
 (3) Did the Government choose the Positive Parenting Program over other 

programs, such as Parent Effectiveness Training; if so, why; 
 (4) Did the Government consider funding a suite of different types of programs; 

if not, why not. 

 566 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) Has the ACT Government commenced its direct sales program, run by the 

Land Development Authority, to support the Government’s specified social 
and community objectives; 

 (2) Which specified Government social and community objectives are being met 
via the implementation of the direct sales program; 

 (3) Which portions of land are being identified and prepared for use as facilities 
for community based organisations.  
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 567 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Do students residing at Currong Apartments have Housing ACT tenancy 
agreements, coordinated by Havelock Housing Association and the 
Association for Post Secondary Student Accommodation, until some point in 
December 2005; if so, what decisions have you made about extending leases 
for the students at Currong beyond December 2005; 

 (2) If the leases cannot be extended due to any plans for redevelopment of the 
Currong site, what consideration is to be given to relocating or assisting the 
tenants to find an alternative form of accommodation.  

 568 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services—What (a) short, (b) 
medium and (c) long term plans does the Government have for the old Spence 
Primary School, Mount Rogers, in Spence.  

 569 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $212 000 of capital expenditure on the 

“Playground safety program 2004-05” as at the end of the March quarter; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) Were there any funds rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 financial 
year; if so, how much of that funding has been expended to date this financial 
year and what has been delivered for that expenditure; 

 (4) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (5) If there are outstanding improvements to be made to playgrounds from the 

2004-05 budget, where and what are the outstanding improvements; 
 (6) Was there new funding allocated to playground safety improvements in the 

2005-06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been 
expended; if not, why not; 

 (7) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made. 

 570 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $3000 of capital expenditure on “Accessible 

public transport facilities” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Why was only 1.5% of the budget allocated to this project spent as at the end 

of the March quarter; 
 (3) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (4) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (5) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (6) What is planned for this project as part of any rollover amount in 2005-06; 
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 (7) Given that the Government has been talking about the need to improve public 
transport in Canberra, why does it seem expenditure on this project has such a 
low priority. 

 571 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Why was there nil capital expenditure recorded for (a) “Real time information 

system at bus interchanges” and (b) “Bicycle racks on ACTION buses” as at 
the end of the 2004-05 March quarter; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on these projects in the final quarter of 
2004-05; if so, what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the total 
amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; if not, why not; 

 (3) Has there been any expenditure on these projects in the 2005-06 financial 
year; if so, how much and what was delivered for that expenditure; if not, 
why not; 

 (4) Were these programs classified as important transport programs by the 
Stanhope Government; if so, why did the Government fail to spend the capital 
funding allocated to them in the 2004-05 financial year.  

 572 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $50 000 of capital expenditure on 

“Traffic management at schools” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (4) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (5) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 

2005-06; 
 (6) Was there new funding allocated to “Traffic management at schools” in the 

2005-06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget has been 
expended; 

 (7) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made. 

 573 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $7000 of capital expenditure on 

“Arterial roads lighting” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Why was only 2% of the funds allocated to this project been expended as at 

the end of the March quarter; 
 (3) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (4) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (5) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
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 (6) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 
2005-06; 

 (7) Was there new funding allocated to “Arterial roads lighting” in the 2005-06 
budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been expended; 

 (8) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made.  

 574 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $123 000 of capital expenditure on 

“Road safety improvements” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (4) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (5) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 

2005-06; 
 (6) Was there new funding allocated to “Road safety improvements” in the 2005-

06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been 
expended; 

 (7) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made.  

 575 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Does the 2004-05 capital works budget include an amount of $50 000 for the 

“Kings Highway”; if so, what is the purpose of this funding and why had 
there been nil expenditure as at the end of the March quarter; 

 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 
2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) Were funds rolled over into the 2005-06 financial year; if so, how much and 
how much of that roll-over has been expended.  

 576 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $275 000 of capital expenditure on “Majura 

Parkway forward design” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the total 
amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) Why had only 18% of the budget allocated to “Majura Parkway forward 
design” been expended as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 

 (4) What work is planned on this project in the 2005-06 financial year.  

 577 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Why was there nil capital expenditure recorded, as at the end of the March 

quarter 2004-05, on “Traffic light upgrades”; 
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 (2) What was the total amount of expenditure on this project as at the end of the 
2004-05 financial year; 

 (3) If there was expenditure recorded on this project in 2004-05, where did the 
upgrades take place; 

 (4) If there was no urgency for this funding to be spent, why was it allocated as 
part of the 2004-05 budget; 

 (5) What was the total amount of funds rolled-over from 2004-05 to 2005-06 to 
be spent on “Traffic light upgrades”; 

 (6) Was there new funding allocated to “Traffic light upgrades” in the 2005-06 
budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been expended; 

 (7) Has any of that funding been expended to date this financial year; if so, where 
did the upgrades take place; 

 (8) Is there a list of upgrades or a schedule of upgrades for the current financial 
year; if so, where are the sites of the planned upgrades. 

 578 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $200 000 of capital expenditure on 

“Residential street improvements” as at the end of the March 2004-05 
quarter; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-
05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) Why had only 40% of the budget allocated to “Residential street 
improvements” been expended as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 

 (4) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (5) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (6) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 

2005-06; 
 (7) Was there new funding allocated to “Residential street improvements” in the 

2005-06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been 
expended; 

 (8) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made.  

 579 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $150 000 of capital expenditure on 

“Community paths – Rehabilitation” as at the end of the March 2004-05 
quarter; 

 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-
05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) Why had only 21% of the budget allocated to “Community paths – 
Rehabilitation” been expended as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 

 (4) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 
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 (5) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (6) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 

2005-06; 
 (7) Was there new funding allocated to “Community paths – Rehabilitation” in 

the 2005-06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has 
been expended; 

 (8) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made. 

 580 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) In the March 2005 quarterly report on the capital works program for 2004-05, 

what is the reason for the project savings of $2 350 000 and $200 000 agreed 
to by Roads ACT for Neighbourhood improvements; 

 (2) What neighbourhoods and/or suburbs will be affected by the decisions not to 
undertake this spending on capital works; 

 (3) What are the details of the projects that will not be undertaken because of the 
decision not to undertake these capital works; 

 (4) Will these projects be included in a subsequent capital works program; if so, 
in which year; if not, why not. 

 581 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Where and what was delivered for the $46 000 of capital expenditure on 

“Neighbourhood improvements” as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the final quarter of 2004-

05; if so, where and what was delivered for that expenditure and what was the 
total amount of expenditure as at the end of 2004-05; 

 (3) Why had only 5% of the budget allocated to “Neighbourhood improvements” 
been expended as at the end of the March 2004-05 quarter; 

 (4) What was the total amount rolled over for this project into the 2005-06 
financial year; 

 (5) If there is no rolled over amount, why not; 
 (6) Where and what projects are planned as part of this rolled-over amount in 

2005-06; 
 (7) Was there new funding allocated to “Neighbourhood improvements” in the 

2005-06 budget; if so, how much and what, if any, of that budget, has been 
expended; 

 (8) Is there a list or schedule of improvements for the current financial year; if so, 
where are the sites that improvements will be made.  

 582 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) Further to NRMA’s decision to undertake an investigation of the on-road 

cycle lane system and given that in Estimates hearings this year the Minister 
stated that he had received “no negative feedback” on the cycle lanes and that 
the NRMA had been consulted on two or three occasions, is he able to give 
reasons for this sudden call by NRMA to undertake this review; 

 (2) Will the Minister be taking NRMA’s safety and usage findings on board; if 
not, why not; 
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 (3) Did the Minister have consultations with NRMA specifically on on-road 
cycle lanes or did he simply inform them of his decisions to construct 
additional on-road cycle lanes rather than asking for their valuable input; if 
not, why not. 

 583 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) At what point do police decide to attend, or not attend, an incident or call for 

assistance; 
 (2) What is the policy and what criteria will guarantee police attendance and 

what will not; 
 (3) What will guarantee the collection of evidence, such as fingerprints, from a 

crime scene; 
 (4) Does this policy indicate that police are not confident that offenders will be 

prosecuted under this Government; if not, why not. 

 584 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Why has part 2 of the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan been further 

delayed when it was promised for completion in July this year; 
 (2) Given that it is now two and a half years since the January 2003 bushfires, 

can it be said that the Government has become blasé about community safety 
in the belief that another bushfire disaster is unlikely to occur; if not, why not; 

 (3) What is the expected release date for the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan 
now that it has been delayed.  

20 September 2005 

(Redirected questions—30 days expires 24 September 2005) 

 546 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $246 000 of capital expenditure, as at the end of 

the 2004-05 March Quarter, on the Civic Youth Centre; 
 (2) Was there any further expenditure on this project in the last quarter of 2004-

05; if so, how much and what was delivered for that expenditure; if not, why 
not; 

 (3) What is the (a) current total expenditure on this project and (b) completion 
date for this project; 

 (4) Is the project running according to schedule to meet that completion date; 
 (5) Will this project be delivered within its $645 000 budget. 

 555 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Industrial Relations— 
 (1) What was delivered for the $54 000 year-to-date capital expenditure, as at the 

end of the March 2004-05 Quarter, on ‘Work-Based Child Care Centres’; 
 (2) If the year-to-date expenditure on this project, as at the end of the March 

quarter, was in fact $54 000, why does the total expenditure figure, as shown 
in the March capital works progress report show that only $14 000 has been 
expended; 
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 (3) Is this an error in the report or is there another explanation for the apparent 
error in these figures; 

 (4) What is the current (a) status of the ‘Work-Based Child Care Centres’ project 
and (b) total expenditure on this project. 

New questions 

(30 days expires 20 October 2005) 

 *585 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous Affairs— 
 (1) Why have the works on the Heritage Walk on Red Hill Drive (Red Hill ‘look 

out’) appear to have stopped half way through and can the Minister advise 
when this Heritage Walk will be fully completed; 

 (2) Is the Government proposing to launch this walk to the general public; if so, 
when and what type of launch is being proposed; 

 (3) Why have some dead trees been removed in the Red Hill ‘look out’ area yet 
others still remain and will the Minister ensure that these trees are felled as a 
matter of public safety but that they be allowed to remain at the site for the 
preservation of the habitat of wild life in the area; 

 (4) When will works to the Reservoir on Red Hill Drive begin to prevent water 
seepage that in turn causes gravel and soil to wash down the road every time 
there is excessive rainfall;   

 *586 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous Affairs— 
 (1) How much public funding has been provided to people and/or organisations 

who have not had their Ngunawal identity validated by the customs and 
traditions of the Ngunawal people during (a) 2001-02, (b) 2002-03, (c) 2003-
04, (d) 2004-05 and (e) 2005-06 to date 

 (2) What was this funding provided and used for.  

 *587 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Health—What is the usual length of time 
for a complainant to wait to receive an initial response from the Health Complaints 
Commissioner. 

 *588 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) What plans, if any, does the Government have for “Open Space” in the (a) 

short, (b) medium and (c) long term in Gungahlin; 
 (2) Does the Government have a concise Town Plan for Gungahlin; if so, can the 

Minister provide details; if not, why not; 
 (3) What plans does the Government have for a Town Park in Gungahlin; 
 (4) What consideration is the Government giving to the development of a Youth 

Detention Centre at either Mitchell or Gungahlin; 
 (5) Can the Minister provide an update on the construction of the new Palmerston 

Hall and advise if there is a funding shortfall of approximately $350 000 and 
what the Government will do to rectify this matter; 
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 (6) Given the on-going court proceedings, can the Minister provide a current 
update on the status of the Gungahlin Drive Extension and provide a 
timeframe of when work will recommence and the proposed completion date 
of this project; 

 (7) Can the Minister provide an update on the sale of the Gold Creek Golf Club 
in terms of who will be the new owners and from when this is to take effect; 

 (8) Does a fully integrated plan exist for the proposed development of the 
Gungahlin Sport and Recreation Complex and will this plan include a 
50 metre swimming pool, sports hall/s, tennis courts and adequate parking; 

 (9) What plans, if any, are there to allocate land for the development of a 
dedicated arts facility for Gungahlin, similar to that in Tuggeranong; 

 (10) Can the Minister provide a current update on proposed petrol service station 
sites for Gungahlin and if these have not already been identified, when are 
they likely to be and when will they be released; 

 (11) Does the Government plan to construct a Government College, Years 11 and 
12, in Gungahlin; if so, when would the construction be likely to begin. 

 *589 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Does a person with a disability who is receiving community health care have 
any say in their individual case; if so, how does this process work; 

 (2) Why isn’t the patient informed of the reasons for the decisions being made for 
his or her care before the decisions are made and what notice is given that 
such changes will be occurring; 

 (3) Why are some quadriplegics being afforded daily bowel care and others 
denied this service. 

 *590 MR MULCAHY: To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Indigenous Affairs— 
 (1) How many submissions were made to the “Discussion Paper for an ACT 

Government Public Art Policy”; 
 (2) What issues were raised in these submissions; 
 (3) Noting that submissions for this discussion paper closed on Friday, 8 October 

2004, what further work has been undertaken to prepare a public art policy 
taking these submissions into consideration; 

 (4) Has a Public Art Policy been prepared or is it in the preparation phase; 
 (5) Noting the Government’s commitment in the social plan to “Implement a 

Public Art Policy to ensure our public art collection is maintained and further 
developed”, when will the public art policy be released publicly and 
implemented; 

 (6) What are the reasons for the delay in preparing and implementing this policy, 
given that submission to the discussion paper closed almost 12 months ago 
and that the policy was due to be released late in 2004.  

 *591 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) Given recent criticism regarding serving of alcohol to intoxicated persons in 

Civic, what is the Government and Office of Fair Trading doing to enforce 
laws within clubs and pubs not to serve alcohol to those who are intoxicated; 
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 (2) Will the Government look at tightening liquor licensing laws to ensure more 
checks are done before liquor licenses are awarded; if so, when will this 
process begin; if not, why not; 

 (3) Does the Office of Fair Trading or Liquor Licensing do regular checks in 
establishments to monitor alcohol cut offs to those who are intoxicated; if so, 
how often; if not, why not; 

 (4) How many establishments with liquor licenses have been fined or warned in 
the past 12 months for serving alcohol to intoxicated persons; 

 (5) How many of those establishments fined were in the Civic area. 

 *592 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Attorney-General— 
 (1) Are there any plans, in the development of a prison for Canberra, to make 

welfare workers sign confidentiality agreements; 
 (2) Are there any plans to allow such an agreement to empower the Prison 

Service with the right to ban welfare workers from speaking to the media. 

 *593 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation— 
 (1) When was the ACT Recreation Strategy finalised; 
 (2) Does this strategy set goals and targets for recreational activity and facilities 

in Canberra; if so, what are they and in what timeframe will they be met; if 
not, why not; 

 (3) Where may copies of the Recreation Strategy be obtained. 

 *594 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation— 
 (1) How many women participated in the “Against all Odds: Effective Women 

Leaders” program workshop in late June; 
 (2) How many women are (a) now participating in the ongoing mentoring 

program and (b) currently occupying a senior leadership role within the sport 
and recreation industry, available to assist with the mentoring program, 
whereby each participant in the mentoring program is linked to a senior 
female sports official; 

 (3) What funding is available for this program; 
 (4) Is the funding for this program one off or will it be a permanent program; 
 (5) How long will the current program run for and when would a second, if any, 

such program commence. 

 *595 MR STEFANIAK: To ask the Minister for Racing and Gaming—Noting that the 
ACT Government has assisted the Canberra Racing Club in the interim with 
insurance arrangements to allow the Canberra Cup to go ahead, what will the 
Government now do to ensure an agreement is reached regarding insurance for the 
Canberra Racing Club in the next six months to allow race meetings to continue 
well into the future. 

 *596 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What is the average waiting time for clients who use ACT Government Shop 

fronts; 
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 (2) Why would a customer have to wait 40 minutes to be served at the Civic 
Shop front on Friday, 16 September, from approximately 1:35 pm; 

 (3) Were computer systems responsible for delays on 16 September; if so, what 
was the cause of the problems, has the problem occurred before and what has 
been done to ensure that it does not happen again; 

 (4) What amount of time is considered acceptable to wait at ACT Shop fronts; 
 (5) Is there a complaint mechanism for residents who feel they had to wait an 

extraordinary amount of time at an ACT Government Shop front; if so, who 
should a resident contact; if not, why not. 

 *597 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) On how many occasions has (a) rubbish and (b) recycle bin collections not 

occurred on the day it was scheduled across Canberra and can the figures be 
provided on a suburb by suburb basis for (i) 2003-04, (ii) 2004-05 and (iii) 
2005-06 to date; 

 (2) How many times has (a) garbage and (b) recycle bin collections not taken 
place on a Friday and the collection taken place on a Saturday, where staffing 
penalty rates are incurred, for (i) 2003-04, (ii) 2004-05 and (iii) 2005-06 to 
date; 

 (3) Has Saturday collection cost the Government any additional funds due to 
additional staffing costs. 

 *598 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What is the total cost for the new environmentally-friendly lighting at Lake 

Tuggeranong foreshore, as reported in the Southside Chronicle on 9 August 
2005; 

 (2) Will this style of lighting be installed in other locations around Canberra in 
the future; if so, where are these locations; if not, why not; 

 (3) Will the lights require more maintenance expenditure than the previously 
installed lights; if so, why; 

 (4) Is it stated that use of the new lights reduces light wasted in the night sky by 
over 50 percent; if so, how is less light wasted to the night sky, and why was 
this not implemented earlier; 

 (5) Is it stated that use of the new lights reduces energy consumption; if so, how 
is this achieved and why was it not implemented earlier; 

 (6) Are the columns the lights are constructed out of made from recycled 
aluminium and has this type of material been used before; if so, on how many 
occasions and where; if not, why not. 
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 *599 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) In relation to a media release by the Minister on 28 August 2005 regarding 

police issues, if the average expenditure on police services per person for the 
ACT is $270, well above the national average of $259, why is the level of 
full-time equivalents that are provided to the ACT well below the national 
average; 

 (2) Is the ACT Government overpaying for its community policing services; if 
not, why not; if so, why does it cost more than other States and Territories per 
head of population; 

 (3) Given that the media release also stated that there has been “an increase of 
$26.4 million since the Stanhope Government was elected” regarding the 
expenditure on police for the ACT, why has there been such an increase in 
cost given there are fewer full-time equivalent sworn police officers than 
anytime in the last four or five years; 

 (4) What is the current strength of the ACT police force in terms of (a) sworn and 
(b) unsworn officers. 

 *600 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) In relation to the Australian Government’s Bushfire Mitigation Program 

released on 17 June 2005, has the ACT Rural Fire Service or any other ACT 
Emergency Service departments applied for federal funding to conduct 
bushfire mitigation works, such as the maintenance of fire trails or other fire 
prevention strategies; if not, why not; 

 (2) If funding has been applied for through the Bushfire Mitigation Program, (a) 
what are the projects that have been planned, (b) where are they located and 
(c) what is the estimated total cost; 

 (3) Are there any bushfire mitigation projects planned by the ACT Government 
during this budget year that are not applying for federal bushfire mitigation 
funding; if so, what are these projects and why is funding not being applied 
for. 

 *601 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for the Environment— 
 (1) What are the locations of gauging stations identified in Think Water Act 

Water water resources management plan; 
 (2) Have any gauging stations been (a) been moved, re-identified or in any way 

changed and (b) added since the publication of the 1999 water resources 
management plan; if so, what are the details; 

 (3) Are there gauging stations for the Corin, Bendora and Lower Cotter sub-
catchments; 

 (4) What is the “water balance method”, see Volume 3, pages 30, 32 and 34, of 
Think Water Act Water; 

 (5) What is the “mass balance method”, see Volume 3, page 74, of Think Water 
Act Water. 
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 *602 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Why was the Ronald McDonald Family Room at The Canberra Hospital 

closed for three months; 
 (2) What sparked the prompt reopening of the Family Room; 
 (3) What was the total amount of funds provided by McDonald’s to fund the 

establishment of this room; 
 (4) What other services are provided at The Canberra Hospital for parents who 

need to stay with their children while being treated in the paediatric ward; 
 (5) Will the Government look at improving services to families who wish to stay 

with their children while being treated in the Paediatric Ward; if so, how; if 
not, why not. 

 *603 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training— 
 (1) Has the Government commenced its feasibility study into a new Gungahlin 

senior college; if so, when did this study commence and when will it be 
completed; if not, why not, and when will it commence and be completed; 

 (2) Is it correct that the Minister’s office told the Gungahlin Community Council 
that 300 students would be needed before the college would be built; 

 (3) Has the Government done any preliminary work to see how many parents 
would currently prefer to send their child to a Gungahlin senior school, if 
available, rather than have them transported to other colleges across 
Canberra; if so, what are the details; if not, why not, and when will such work 
be undertaken; 

 (4) How many students from Gungahlin suburbs are currently attending colleges 
elsewhere in Canberra and what is the breakdown per college. 

 *604 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support— 
 (1) How many additional staff have been recruited within family services as part 

of the recruitment drive to ensure our child protection system works more 
effectively; 

 (2) How many staff working in this area have been recruited from overseas; 
 (3) Is recruitment ongoing or is there now a sufficient level of staff to cater for 

the workload and continuing increase in child abuse reports in child 
protection; 

 (4) How many child abuse cases in (a) 2004-05 and (b) 2005-06 to date have 
been referred to the Community Advocate; 

 (5) Has the Community Advocate raised any further concerns about non-
compliance with the Children and Young People Act 1999; if so, what are the 
concerns and through what means were they raised; 

 (6) What is the Government doing to address the increasing number of child 
abuse reports in terms of (a) handling those complaints and (b) reducing the 
number of complaints. 
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 *605 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support— 
 (1) Since the Government increased preschool hours for four year olds from 10.5 

to 12 hours a week, how many children have utilised the additional hours on 
offer; 

 (2) What has been the total cost of these additional hours to Government to date; 
 (3) Has the expense to date been within budget; if not, why not, and where is any 

additional funding coming from; 
 (4) Will the increased preschool hours be an ongoing scheme; if not, why not; 
 (5) Does the Government have any plans to increase preschool hours for (a) four 

years olds any further and (b) other aged preschoolers; if so, what plans are in 
place; if not, why not. 

 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________ 

COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Sixth Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 4 November 2004): The Speaker 
(Presiding Member), Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald. 

Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUNG PEOPLE: (Formed 7 December 2004): 
Ms Porter (Chair), Mrs Dunne, Mr Gentleman. 

HEALTH AND DISABILITY: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms MacDonald (Chair), 
Mrs Burke, Ms Porter. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Stefaniak (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Gentleman (Chair), 
Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Mulcahy (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

Select 

WORKING FAMILIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: (Formed 
5 May 2005): Mr Gentleman (Chair), Mrs Burke, Ms Porter. 

Dissolved 

ESTIMATES 2005-2006: (Formed 7 April 2005): Ms MacDonald (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. (Presented 21 June 2005). 

_________________ 
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